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Page 1 - Introduction  

Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will take a look at the 

home base of Global Express Airways and we take a look at the Global Fleet. This monthôs featured aircraft, the 

Global Express Airways exclusive MD-90 Premium Class Charter Services aircraft.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Kansas City ï Home base to Global Express Airways 
 

4. Tokyo, Japan ï In the land of the rising sun 
 

6. Worldôs finest charter aircraft ï The Global Express MD-90  
 

8. Pilot information 
 

9. Global tour preview  
 

10. In-flight movies/featured music  
 

12. In-flight services 

 

13. From the Front Desk 
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When the Global Air group was first formed our CEO Roy Cantu and COO Steve Korin appointed our CIO James 

ñMickò Taylor to the position of General Manager for Global Express Airways. The vision, as it remains today, was to 

service the United States, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean with a first class airline that offered low fares but 

sacrificed nothing in service. Today our company continues in this great tradition. When asked why Captain Taylor 

selected Kansas City, Missouri as the home base for Global Express Airways he replied; ñKMCI sits right in the heart of 

America geographically and thus in the center of our service area.ò When TWA abandoned KMCI after being bought by 

American Airlines, Global Express moved in to take over the huge hangers, the cavernous administration and 

reservations center, the largest number of gates and counter space at KMCI and some of the most high tech maintenance 

facilities in the nation. Now a little about the city itselfé.. 

 

Kansas City is the largest city in the U.S. State of Missouri and is the anchor city of the Kansas City Metropolitan Area, 

the second largest metro area in Missouri. It encompasses 318 square miles (820 km) As of February 6, 2009, it was 

revealed that the US census had underestimated Kansas City's population, and re-released it to be 475,830, with a metro 

area of over two million. Kansas City was founded in 1838 as the "Town of Kansas" at the confluence of the Missouri 

and Kansas rivers and was incorporated in its present form in 1850. Situated opposite Kansas City, Kansas, the city was 

the location of several battles during the Civil War, including the Battle of Westport. The city is well known for its 

contributions to the musical styles of Jazz and Blues as well as to cuisine (Kansas City-style barbeque). 

 

Kansas City, Missouri, is often abbreviated as "KCMO", or simply "KC" (both abbreviations often refer to the metro 

area). It is officially nicknamed the City of Fountains. With over 200 fountains, the city claims to have the second most 

in the world, just behind Rome. The fountains at Kauffman Stadium, commissioned by original Kansas City Royals 

owner Ewing Kauffman, are the largest privately-funded fountains in the world. The city also has more boulevards than 

any city except Paris and has been called "Paris of the Plains." Residents are known as Kansas Citians. It is sometimes 

referred to colloquially as the Heart of America as it is near both the population center of the United States and the 

geographic center of the 48 contiguous states. 
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Kansas City, Missouri officially incorporated on March 28, 1853. The territory straddling the border between Missouri 

and Kansas at the confluence of the Kansas and Missouri rivers was considered a good place to build settlements. 

 

The first documented European visit to Kansas City was Étienne de Veniard, Sieur de Bourgmont, who was also the first 

European to explore the lower Missouri River. Criticized for his handling of a Native American attack of Fort Detroit, he 

had deserted his post as commander of the fort and was avoiding the French authorities. Bourgmont lived with a Native 

American wife in the Missouri village about 90 miles (140 km) east near Brunswick, Missouri, and illegally traded furs. 

 

Kansas City has 132 miles (212 km) of spacious boulevards and parkways, 214 urban parks, 49 ornamental fountains, 

152 ball diamonds, 10 community centers, 105 tennis courts, five golf courses, five museums and attractions, 30 pools, 

and 47 park shelters, all overseen by the city's Parks and Recreation department. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City, Missouri 

skyline by dusk 

Kansas City has also been a locale for Hollywood productions and 

television programming. Also, between 1931 and 1982, Kansas City was 

home to the Calvin Company, a large movie production company that 

specialized in the making of promotional and sales training short films 

and commercials for large corporations, as well as educational movies 

for schools and training films for government. Calvin was also an 

important venue for the Kansas City arts, serving as training ground for 

many local filmmakers who went on to successful Hollywood careers, 

and also employing many local actors, most of whom earned their main 

income in other fields, such as radio and television announcing. Kansas 

City native Robert Altman got his start directing movies at the Calvin 

Company, and this experience led him to making his first feature film, 

The Delinquents, in Kansas City using many local thespians. 

 

Greater Kansas City is headquarters to three Fortune 500 companies 

(Sprint Nextel Corporation, H&R Block, and YRC Worldwide Inc.) and 

additional Fortune 1000 corporations Great Plains Energy, Aquila, AMC 

Theatres, Applebee's, DST Systems, Garmin International, Cerner, 

Seaboard Corporation, and Russell Stover Candies). 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 4 ð Tokyo, Japan ð In the land of the rising sun  

Tokyo (  TǾkyǾ; "Eastern Capital), officially Tokyo 

Metropolis (  TǾkyǾ-to), is one of the 47 prefectures 

of Japan. It is located on the eastern side of the main island 

HonshȊ and includes the Izu Islands and Ogasawara 

Islands. Tokyo Metropolis was formed in 1943 from the 

merger of the former Tokyo Prefecture (Tokyo-fu) and the 

city of Tokyo. Tokyo is the capital of Japan and the largest 

metropolitan area. It is the seat of the Japanese government 

and the Imperial Palace, and the home of the Japanese 

Imperial Family. 

The Tokyo Metropolitan government administers the 

twenty-three special wards of Tokyo, each governed as a 

city, that cover the area that was the city of Tokyo as well 

as 39 municipalities in the western part of the prefecture 

and the two outlying island chains. The population of the 

special wards is over 8 million people, with the total 

population of the prefecture exceeding 13 million. The 

prefecture is part of the world's most populous metropolitan 

area with 35 to 39 million people (depending on definition) 

and the world's largest metropolitan economy with a GDP 

of US$1.479 trillion at purchasing power parity in 2008. 

 Tokyo was described by Saskia Sassen as one of the three 

"command centers" for the world economy, along with New 

York City and London. In 2009 Tokyo was named the 

world's most expensive city for expatriate employees, 

according to the Mercer and Economist Intelligence Unit 

cost-of-living surveys. 

 

Tokyo is a major international finance center, houses 

the headquarters of several of the world's largest 

investment banks and insurance companies, and serves 

as a hub for Japan's transportation, publishing, and 

broadcasting industries. During the centralized growth 

of Japan's economy following World War II, many 

large firms moved their headquarters from cities such as 

Osaka (the historical commercial capital) to Tokyo, in 

an attempt to take advantage of better access to the 

government. This trend has begun to slow due to 

ongoing population growth in Tokyo and the high cost 

of living there. 

 

As the largest population center in Japan and the 

location of the country's largest broadcasters and 

studios, Tokyo is frequently the setting for many 

Japanese movies, television shows, animated series 

(anime), web comics, and comic books (manga). In the 

kaiju (monster movie) genre, landmarks of Tokyo are 

routinely destroyed by giant monsters such as Godzilla. 
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Some Hollywood directors have turned to Tokyo as a filming location for movies set in Tokyo. Well-known examples 

from the postwar era include Tokyo Joe, My Geisha, and the James Bond film You Only Live Twice; well-known 

contemporary examples include Kill Bill , The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift and Lost in Translation. 

 

Architecture in Tokyo has largely been shaped by Tokyo's history. Twice in recent history has the metropolis been left in 

ruins: first in the 1923 Great KantǾ earthquake and later after extensive firebombing in World War II. Because of this, 

Tokyo's current urban landscape is one of modern and contemporary architecture, and older buildings are scarce.  

Tokyo also contains numerous parks and gardens. 

 

Tokyo has many museums. In Ueno Park, 

there are four national museums: Tokyo 

National Museum, the country's largest 

museum and specializing in traditional 

Japanese art; the National Museum of 

Western Art; and the Tokyo National 

Museum of Modern Art, with its collections 

of Japanese modern art as well as over 

40,000 Japanese and foreign films. Also, in 

Ueno Park are the National Museum of 

Science and the public zoo. Other museums 

include the Nezu Art Museum in Aoyama; 

the Edo-Tokyo Museum in Sumida across 

the river from the center of Tokyo; and the 

National Diet Library, National Archives, 

and the National Museum of Modern Art, 

which are located, near the Imperial Palace. 
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Exquisite, decadent indulgence and one of a kind 

are all words uttered in disbelief when one first 

boards the City of Los Angeles, the City of 

Beverly Hills and the City of Palm Beach. These 

are the names of the three most luxurious charter 

aircraft in the world. All three are McDonnell 

Douglas MD-90 aircraft and are owned and 

operated by Global Express Airways exclusively. 

 

These are also the worldôs most client 

configurable, client pampering and most 

demanded planes on the planet. With such 

demanding clients as Billionaires, corporate heads 

and entertainment legends; these aircraft can offer, 

by request, everything from full bedroom suites 

with Jacuzzi hot tubs to world renowned Chefs 

and full health and beauty spa services.  

 

When asked why a major domestic carrier such as 

Global Express Airways would even consider such 

a risky business as luxury charters, General 

Manager JM Taylor said ñwhy not?ò ñWe are the 

best in what we do already so it only made sense 

to take it to the next levelò he further stated. 
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At an average, to lay your hands on one of these 

palaces in the sky, a client will hand over, in advance 

of the charter, $86,000.00 per passenger for up to 24 

passengers maximum and with a minimum of 1 

passenger, the fee is $2.64 million dollars. This buys 

you the aircraft with crew for 24 hours. 

 

What can a passenger expect for this kind of money? 

You name it. No, seriously, you name it! We can 

configure the aircraft to give you and your guests 

private sleeping suites, we carry only the finest 

cuisine from the worldôs most renowned Chefs and 

we have a wine cellar that is the envy of a five star 

cruise ship on a 100 day voyage. We also will carry 

just what the passenger orders. 

What do the sort of people who fly in this sort of style order? We have had clients who drank nothing but the worldôs 

most expensive wines and spirits and at well over $4,000.00 per bottle for the average client, we still have to gasp when 

one of our regular clients demands the 1787 Chateau d'Yquem which retails for $56,588 per bottle. We have clients who 

take flight with us just to have time to themselves where they can be pampered in luxury well beyond the prying eyes of 

the paparazzi. They will have gourmet food, view a movie that is yet to be released to the public, have a shiatsu deep 

tissue massage, a facial and microderm abrasion treatments at 28,000 feet in the air. One of our regulars is a gambler 

who will charter us to fly to Las Vegas just to pick up his favorite dealer from the Mirage Hotel and then it is off to the 

skies for marathon gaming sessions all under the watchful eyes of a Mirage Casino pit boss.  

 
 

Global Express employs only the ñfinest Pilots for these very 

special charter flightsò says CEO Roy Cantu. Chief 

Operating Officer Steve Korin says ñthat also holds true for 

the mechanics who work on these special aircraft.ò Only 

senior mechanics with ñmore than 10 years experience are 

even allowed anywhere near these aircraftò says Captain 

Korin. 

 

In order to be selected as a cabin crew member for these 

charters, our flight attendants not only have to be certified by 

the FAA in all the standard requirements but they must also 

be a certified Sommelier (wine specialist,) a certified 

masseuse, a certified beauty spa consultant and a licensed 

cosmetologist. The men and women who man the cabin to 

serve our passengers are the most elite of the elite and are in 

high demand. 

 

The flight deck crew must also be more then qualified in 

their duties. They must be certified in both turbo prop and jet 

aircraft and must be certified as an armed U.S. Air Marshall. 

The flight crews for these flights must be ready for anything 

not only because of who they are carrying but also where 

they are being carried to. Airports are not always in good 

neighborhoods and security is a high priority for our clients. 


