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Page 1 - Introduction  

Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will take a look at the 

home base of Global Express Airways and we take a look at the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft, the 

Global Express Airways exclusive MD-90 Premium Class Charter Services aircraft.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Kansas City – Home base to Global Express Airways 
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Page 2 - Kansas City, Home base to Global Express Airways 

When the Global Air group was first formed our CEO Roy Cantu and COO Steve Korin appointed our CIO James 

“Mick” Taylor to the position of General Manager for Global Express Airways. The vision, as it remains today, was to 

service the United States, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean with a first class airline that offered low fares but 

sacrificed nothing in service. Today our company continues in this great tradition. When asked why Captain Taylor 

selected Kansas City, Missouri as the home base for Global Express Airways he replied; “KMCI sits right in the heart of 

America geographically and thus in the center of our service area.” When TWA abandoned KMCI after being bought by 

American Airlines, Global Express moved in to take over the huge hangers, the cavernous administration and 

reservations center, the largest number of gates and counter space at KMCI and some of the most high tech maintenance 

facilities in the nation. Now a little about the city itself….. 

 

Kansas City is the largest city in the U.S. State of Missouri and is the anchor city of the Kansas City Metropolitan Area, 

the second largest metro area in Missouri. It encompasses 318 square miles (820 km) As of February 6, 2009, it was 

revealed that the US census had underestimated Kansas City's population, and re-released it to be 475,830, with a metro 

area of over two million. Kansas City was founded in 1838 as the "Town of Kansas" at the confluence of the Missouri 

and Kansas rivers and was incorporated in its present form in 1850. Situated opposite Kansas City, Kansas, the city was 

the location of several battles during the Civil War, including the Battle of Westport. The city is well known for its 

contributions to the musical styles of Jazz and Blues as well as to cuisine (Kansas City-style barbeque). 

 

Kansas City, Missouri, is often abbreviated as "KCMO", or simply "KC" (both abbreviations often refer to the metro 

area). It is officially nicknamed the City of Fountains. With over 200 fountains, the city claims to have the second most 

in the world, just behind Rome. The fountains at Kauffman Stadium, commissioned by original Kansas City Royals 

owner Ewing Kauffman, are the largest privately-funded fountains in the world. The city also has more boulevards than 

any city except Paris and has been called "Paris of the Plains." Residents are known as Kansas Citians. It is sometimes 

referred to colloquially as the Heart of America as it is near both the population center of the United States and the 

geographic center of the 48 contiguous states. 



 
 
 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 3 - Kansas City, Home base to Global Express Airways 

Kansas City, Missouri officially incorporated on March 28, 1853. The territory straddling the border between Missouri 

and Kansas at the confluence of the Kansas and Missouri rivers was considered a good place to build settlements. 

 

The first documented European visit to Kansas City was Étienne de Veniard, Sieur de Bourgmont, who was also the first 

European to explore the lower Missouri River. Criticized for his handling of a Native American attack of Fort Detroit, he 

had deserted his post as commander of the fort and was avoiding the French authorities. Bourgmont lived with a Native 

American wife in the Missouri village about 90 miles (140 km) east near Brunswick, Missouri, and illegally traded furs. 

 

Kansas City has 132 miles (212 km) of spacious boulevards and parkways, 214 urban parks, 49 ornamental fountains, 

152 ball diamonds, 10 community centers, 105 tennis courts, five golf courses, five museums and attractions, 30 pools, 

and 47 park shelters, all overseen by the city's Parks and Recreation department. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City, Missouri 

skyline by dusk 

Kansas City has also been a locale for Hollywood productions and 

television programming. Also, between 1931 and 1982, Kansas City was 

home to the Calvin Company, a large movie production company that 

specialized in the making of promotional and sales training short films 

and commercials for large corporations, as well as educational movies 

for schools and training films for government. Calvin was also an 

important venue for the Kansas City arts, serving as training ground for 

many local filmmakers who went on to successful Hollywood careers, 

and also employing many local actors, most of whom earned their main 

income in other fields, such as radio and television announcing. Kansas 

City native Robert Altman got his start directing movies at the Calvin 

Company, and this experience led him to making his first feature film, 

The Delinquents, in Kansas City using many local thespians. 

 

Greater Kansas City is headquarters to three Fortune 500 companies 

(Sprint Nextel Corporation, H&R Block, and YRC Worldwide Inc.) and 

additional Fortune 1000 corporations Great Plains Energy, Aquila, AMC 

Theatres, Applebee's, DST Systems, Garmin International, Cerner, 

Seaboard Corporation, and Russell Stover Candies). 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 4 – Tokyo, Japan – In the land of the rising sun 

Tokyo (東京 Tōkyō; "Eastern Capital), officially Tokyo 

Metropolis (東京都 Tōkyō-to), is one of the 47 prefectures 

of Japan. It is located on the eastern side of the main island 

Honshū and includes the Izu Islands and Ogasawara 

Islands. Tokyo Metropolis was formed in 1943 from the 

merger of the former Tokyo Prefecture (Tokyo-fu) and the 

city of Tokyo. Tokyo is the capital of Japan and the largest 

metropolitan area. It is the seat of the Japanese government 

and the Imperial Palace, and the home of the Japanese 

Imperial Family. 

The Tokyo Metropolitan government administers the 

twenty-three special wards of Tokyo, each governed as a 

city, that cover the area that was the city of Tokyo as well 

as 39 municipalities in the western part of the prefecture 

and the two outlying island chains. The population of the 

special wards is over 8 million people, with the total 

population of the prefecture exceeding 13 million. The 

prefecture is part of the world's most populous metropolitan 

area with 35 to 39 million people (depending on definition) 

and the world's largest metropolitan economy with a GDP 

of US$1.479 trillion at purchasing power parity in 2008. 

 Tokyo was described by Saskia Sassen as one of the three 

"command centers" for the world economy, along with New 

York City and London. In 2009 Tokyo was named the 

world's most expensive city for expatriate employees, 

according to the Mercer and Economist Intelligence Unit 

cost-of-living surveys. 

 

Tokyo is a major international finance center, houses 

the headquarters of several of the world's largest 

investment banks and insurance companies, and serves 

as a hub for Japan's transportation, publishing, and 

broadcasting industries. During the centralized growth 

of Japan's economy following World War II, many 

large firms moved their headquarters from cities such as 

Osaka (the historical commercial capital) to Tokyo, in 

an attempt to take advantage of better access to the 

government. This trend has begun to slow due to 

ongoing population growth in Tokyo and the high cost 

of living there. 

 

As the largest population center in Japan and the 

location of the country's largest broadcasters and 

studios, Tokyo is frequently the setting for many 

Japanese movies, television shows, animated series 

(anime), web comics, and comic books (manga). In the 

kaiju (monster movie) genre, landmarks of Tokyo are 

routinely destroyed by giant monsters such as Godzilla. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 5 – Tokyo, Japan – In the land of the rising sun 

Some Hollywood directors have turned to Tokyo as a filming location for movies set in Tokyo. Well-known examples 

from the postwar era include Tokyo Joe, My Geisha, and the James Bond film You Only Live Twice; well-known 

contemporary examples include Kill Bill, The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift and Lost in Translation. 

 

Architecture in Tokyo has largely been shaped by Tokyo's history. Twice in recent history has the metropolis been left in 

ruins: first in the 1923 Great Kantō earthquake and later after extensive firebombing in World War II. Because of this, 

Tokyo's current urban landscape is one of modern and contemporary architecture, and older buildings are scarce.  

Tokyo also contains numerous parks and gardens. 

 

Tokyo has many museums. In Ueno Park, 

there are four national museums: Tokyo 

National Museum, the country's largest 

museum and specializing in traditional 

Japanese art; the National Museum of 

Western Art; and the Tokyo National 

Museum of Modern Art, with its collections 

of Japanese modern art as well as over 

40,000 Japanese and foreign films. Also, in 

Ueno Park are the National Museum of 

Science and the public zoo. Other museums 

include the Nezu Art Museum in Aoyama; 

the Edo-Tokyo Museum in Sumida across 

the river from the center of Tokyo; and the 

National Diet Library, National Archives, 

and the National Museum of Modern Art, 

which are located, near the Imperial Palace. 



 
 
 

 

 

Page 6 – World’s finest Charter aircraft the Global Express MD-90 

Exquisite, decadent indulgence and one of a kind 

are all words uttered in disbelief when one first 

boards the City of Los Angeles, the City of 

Beverly Hills and the City of Palm Beach. These 

are the names of the three most luxurious charter 

aircraft in the world. All three are McDonnell 

Douglas MD-90 aircraft and are owned and 

operated by Global Express Airways exclusively. 

 

These are also the world’s most client 

configurable, client pampering and most 

demanded planes on the planet. With such 

demanding clients as Billionaires, corporate heads 

and entertainment legends; these aircraft can offer, 

by request, everything from full bedroom suites 

with Jacuzzi hot tubs to world renowned Chefs 

and full health and beauty spa services.  

 

When asked why a major domestic carrier such as 

Global Express Airways would even consider such 

a risky business as luxury charters, General 

Manager JM Taylor said “why not?” “We are the 

best in what we do already so it only made sense 

to take it to the next level” he further stated. 



  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 – World’s finest Charter aircraft the Global Express MD-90 

At an average, to lay your hands on one of these 

palaces in the sky, a client will hand over, in advance 

of the charter, $86,000.00 per passenger for up to 24 

passengers maximum and with a minimum of 1 

passenger, the fee is $2.64 million dollars. This buys 

you the aircraft with crew for 24 hours. 

 

What can a passenger expect for this kind of money? 

You name it. No, seriously, you name it! We can 

configure the aircraft to give you and your guests 

private sleeping suites, we carry only the finest 

cuisine from the world’s most renowned Chefs and 

we have a wine cellar that is the envy of a five star 

cruise ship on a 100 day voyage. We also will carry 

just what the passenger orders. 

What do the sort of people who fly in this sort of style order? We have had clients who drank nothing but the world’s 

most expensive wines and spirits and at well over $4,000.00 per bottle for the average client, we still have to gasp when 

one of our regular clients demands the 1787 Chateau d'Yquem which retails for $56,588 per bottle. We have clients who 

take flight with us just to have time to themselves where they can be pampered in luxury well beyond the prying eyes of 

the paparazzi. They will have gourmet food, view a movie that is yet to be released to the public, have a shiatsu deep 

tissue massage, a facial and microderm abrasion treatments at 28,000 feet in the air. One of our regulars is a gambler 

who will charter us to fly to Las Vegas just to pick up his favorite dealer from the Mirage Hotel and then it is off to the 

skies for marathon gaming sessions all under the watchful eyes of a Mirage Casino pit boss.  

 
 

Global Express employs only the “finest Pilots for these very 

special charter flights” says CEO Roy Cantu. Chief 

Operating Officer Steve Korin says “that also holds true for 

the mechanics who work on these special aircraft.” Only 

senior mechanics with “more than 10 years experience are 

even allowed anywhere near these aircraft” says Captain 

Korin. 

 

In order to be selected as a cabin crew member for these 

charters, our flight attendants not only have to be certified by 

the FAA in all the standard requirements but they must also 

be a certified Sommelier (wine specialist,) a certified 

masseuse, a certified beauty spa consultant and a licensed 

cosmetologist. The men and women who man the cabin to 

serve our passengers are the most elite of the elite and are in 

high demand. 

 

The flight deck crew must also be more then qualified in 

their duties. They must be certified in both turbo prop and jet 

aircraft and must be certified as an armed U.S. Air Marshall. 

The flight crews for these flights must be ready for anything 

not only because of who they are carrying but also where 

they are being carried to. Airports are not always in good 

neighborhoods and security is a high priority for our clients. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

The Management, Officers, 

Staff and Crews all want to 

give HUGE congratulations to 

Senior ATP Captain Jose 

Arnoldo Alzate on completing 

his Around the World Tour 

services flight which he flew 

in September and October of 

this year.  

 

Captain Alzate now joins a 

very elite group of Pilots who 

hold the coveted three gold 

stars on their wings. In fact, 

there are now only four who 

can claim such achievement 

and includes our own CEO 

Roy Cantu, COO Steve Korin 

and CIO Mick Taylor. 

Flight Generator now available to GAI Pilots: 

 

If you have not yet seen it or used it, Global Air International’s Pilots can now have their flight randomly generated for 

them by using the new random flight generator on the schedules page of the GAI web site. This device allows Pilots to 

select a specific region of the world that they want to fly to/from or they can have the generator select a truly random 

flight. It will generate any of the thousands of flights available at Global Air including turbo prop, jet and freighter 

aircraft. Pilots MUST be qualified to fly the flight chosen by the generator or they will not get credit for the flight. If 

the flight that is generated does not match your qualifications or desires, simply have it select another one. The 

generator will also list the amount of available freight to your destination as well as Greenwich Meantime (GMT) at all 

times as a reference. 

 

Facelift wins great comments and feedback: 

 

If you are a Global Express Airways Pilot you already know that the web site was redesigned in late August early 

September. However, if you are a Global Air International Pilot you may not have noticed it yet. Don’t forget that all 

Global Air International Pilots keep their access to the Global Express Airways Pilot’s Lounge as well as their access 

to the GAI Pilot areas as well. You also can fly GEX flights, bid on GEX Charters (in the previously mentioned MD-

90 and which pays in 2X flight hours) and gain stars for your wings by participating in the Senior Pilot Certification 

Program (SPCP) at Global Express. You have the best of both worlds and you are encouraged to take advantage of it 

all. 

 

Certificates: 

 

Certificates are available for many of the goals a Pilot completes at both Global Express and Global Air. Pilots who 

gain 5,000+ flight hours are given a certificate in recognition of their accomplishment. Pilots who complete an Around 

the World Flight get a certificate (and a plane painted with their name on it in their honor) as well. Have any ideas for 

other certificates that our Pilots should be earning? Drop an email to editor@globalexpressair.com or to 

editor@globalairinternational.com and we will be more than happy to share the suggestions to the board for possible 

approval. 

mailto:editor@globalexpressair.com
mailto:editor@globalairinternational.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 – Global tour preview 

 

With October and November’s Australian 

adventure tour barely a month behind us, it 

is already time to start looking forward to 

the next event.  

 

The Flight Operations team was already 

working on the next event before the last 

event even started. They said that since the 

last two events have been at exotic foreign 

destinations, they wanted the next one to be 

right here in our backyards.  

 

Look forward to more information as it 

becomes available later this month. We do 

however suggest that you start spreading the 

news! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 – In-flight Movies & Featured Music 

On all Global Air International and Global Express Airways flights, there are television screens built into the seat back in 
front of you.  
 
Below are the movies featured in December on our flights. You may choose to play one of the movies by clicking on 
movies in the entertainment menu in front of you. 
 

That Evening Sun - Academy Award(R)-nominee and ten-time Emmy(R)-winner Hal 

Holbrook ("Into the Wild") stars with Oscar(R)-winner Ray McKinnon ("The Blind Side") and 

"Alice in Wonderland's" Mia Wasikowska in this critically acclaimed gem. Fleeing the 

retirement home where his son abandoned him, Abner Meecham sets out to reclaim his 

beloved Tennessee farmstead - only to find it's been leased to an old enemy, the volatile Lonzo 

Choat. After Abner intervenes to protect Choat's daughter from her drunken father's abuse, 

events spiral toward a startling, violent climax in "...an exceptionally fine, richly atmospheric 

film." (Joe Leydon, Variety) Dedicated to the memory of the late Dixie Carter. 

 

Action/Adventure 

 

Marmaduke - In this fun family comedy, the "Duke" is livin' large in Orange County, 

California. But fitting in with his new four-legged friends isn't always easy for a super-sized 

teenage dog. 

 

 

 

Family Comedy 

 

Legendary - Cal Chetley is an extremely bright, engaging, undersized fifteen year-old. He's 

been picked on most of his life primarily because he's always been a little different. Mike, Cal's 

older brother (WWE Superstar John Cena) and one time world-class high school/collegiate 

wrestler, left him and his mother behind years ago after a tragic car accident killed their 

father... an accident to this day Mike feels responsible for. Hoping to revive a relationship long 

since forgotten, Cal joins his high school wrestling team in the hopes his brother will train him. 

More importantly, Cal uses wrestling as the tool to reunite his family. 

 

Human Interest 

 

Frozen - A day on the slopes turns into a nightmare for three snowboarders when they get 

stranded on the chairlift. As the ski patrol switches off the lights, they realize they've been left 

behind with no way down. With the resort closed and frostbite and hypothermia setting in, the 

trio is forced to take measures to escape the mountain. Once they make their move, they 

discover they have much more to fear than the cold. As they combat unexpected obstacles, they 

start to question if their will to survive is strong enough to overcome the worst way to die. 

 

Action/Thriller 

 

The Experiment - Oscar(R) winners Adrien Brody and Forest Whitaker star in this mind-

shattering psychological thriller. Selected to participate in a research project, a group of men 

agree to play in a simulation of life within a state prison. As the 24 volunteers slip into their 

roles, power corrupts and the experiment spins out of control. Cam Gigandet, Clifton Collins 

Jr. and Maggie Grace (TV's "Lost") co-star in this intensely shocking film. 

 

Psychological Thriller 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 – In-flight Movies & Featured Music 

Global in-flight services features two artists per month and can be found on the main menu of your entertainment 

station on the seat back in front of you. We currently have over 500 musical artists in our music library all of which 

can be reviewed by pressing the “music” button on your entertainment center. 
 

Joseph "Joe" Satriani (born July 15, 1956 in 

Westbury, New York) is an Italian American 

multi-instrumentalist, known primarily for his 

work as an instrumental rock guitarist, with 

multiple Grammy Award nominations. Early in 

his career, Satriani worked as a guitar instructor, 

and some of his former students have achieved 

fame with their guitar skills. Satriani has been a 

driving force in the music credited to other 

musicians throughout his career, as a founder of 

the ever-changing touring trio, G3, as well as 

performing in various positions with other 

musicians. 

In 1988, Satriani was recruited by Mick Jagger as 

lead guitarist for his first solo tour. Later, in 

1994, Satriani was the lead guitarist for Deep 

Purple. He is currently the lead guitarist for the 

super group Chickenfoot. 

 

Kenneth Arnold (Kenny) Chesney (born March 

26, 1968) is an American country music singer 

and songwriter. Chesney has recorded 16 albums, 

14 of which have been certified gold or higher by 

the RIAA. He has also produced more than 30 

Top Ten singles on the U.S. Billboard Hot 

Country Songs charts, 17 of which climbed to the 

top of the charts. 

Chesney has received six Academy of Country 

Music awards (including four consecutive 

Entertainer of the Year Awards from 2005 to 

2008), as well as six Country Music Association 

awards. He is one of the most popular touring 

acts in country music, regularly selling out the 

venues at which he performs. His 2007 Flip-Flop 

Summer Tour was the highest-grossing country 

road trip of the year.  

The Country Music Association honored 

Chesney with the Entertainer of the Year award 

in 2004, 2006, 2007, and 2008. Other notable 

awards include the Academy of Country Music's 

1997 New Male Vocalist of the Year, 2002 Top 

Male Vocalist of the Year, and the Triple Crown 

Award in 2005.  



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12 – In-flight Services 

No matter if you are flying on a six passenger Piaggio 180 Avanti or a four hundred and seventy one passenger A380, 

there is one thing the Global family of passengers can all enjoy. Entertainment! Entertainment comes in all sorts of 

venues on-board our aircraft. From the 86 stereo audio channels on each flight to the high speed Internet connections, 

our passengers enjoy the finest in amenities in all classes of service on our aircraft. 

 

Passengers will enjoy their own personal LCD screen with which they can view the movie of their choice from our 

extensive on-board content collection or one of the top rated new videos we have each month. On flights over eight 

hours, passengers can request specific video collections including entire seasons of top rated TV shows and the latest 

Hollywood blockbusters.  

 

If you are on a flight that operates during meal service times, you will enjoy top quality cuisine and top brand name 

spirits and liquors, coffee and teas from exotic regions around the world and deserts that are sure to make you loosen 

your belt a notch or two. 

 

On our International flights, our passengers can enjoy top notch duty free shopping all from the comfort of their seat. 

Available items include liquor, cigarettes, perfumes, fashion accessories and much much more. Top this off with the 

great duty free prices of our in-flight duty free shops, it makes traveling abroad with Global Air and Global Express  

even more of a bargain!  

 

All entertainment venues on-board Global Lines aircraft are available in 24 different international languages. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FROM THE FRONT DESK 
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Holiday Greetings, 

 

This is the time of year most of us begin gearing up for family and friends and be able to kick back for a 

little time off, of course there will be some who will be "wheels up" to make those family visits a reality. 

With the holiday visits and menus come copious quantities of Glog and Grog which are beverages and not 

to be confused with the two flight mechanics located at the Salt Lake City maintenance hangar. Of course 

other beverages may rule the day as well. 

 

Looking back since the first of the year has not only given us a few new aircraft but also some great touring 

options outside of our normal schedules, to this we also added our new magazine and some personal 

achievements with the most recent being that of Captain Jose Alzate GL-0045 who as mentioned in this 

month’s magazine, completed his tour around the world. A lot of work indeed but very gratifying when you 

taxi to your gate having completed such an excursion. 

 

So what can we expect from Global next year? Our next X2 event will begin in early to mid January and last 

for a couple of weeks with flights to and from New York City also known as the big apple. This will be the 

first coordinated event inside the USA and it will require flights from locations where our pilots are based 

around the world as well as domestic support from both GEX and GAI. 

 

We are going to continue to upgrade the fleet as the year moves along and next year also brings Global 

Express and Global International on the doorstep of its 3rd year of operation.  Having said that, let’s all 

enjoy the rest of 2010 and the holidays. A special Seasons Greetings to you and to your families from our 

flight deck to yours and we will see you in our January issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Roy Cantu 

 

Roy Cantu  GL-0001 

CEO Global Express / Global Air International 


