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Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Albuquerque, New Mexico and Tel Aviv, Israel. We 
also take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft 
is the Piaggio 180 Avanti.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Albuquerque, New Mexico – The Duke City 
 
5. Tel Aviv, Israel – The Bubble 

 
8. Pilot Information 

 
9. Introducing the Piaggio 180 Avanti – Small and Fast 
 
11. In-Flight Movies/Featured Music  
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Page 2 – Albuquerque, New Mexico – The Duke City 

Albuquerque is the largest city in the U.S. state of New Mexico. It is the county seat of Bernalillo County, and it is 

situated in the central part of the state, straddling the Rio Grande. The city population was 552,804 as of the 2011 

population estimates from the United States Census Bureau and ranks as the 32nd-largest city in the U.S. It has a 

2012 estimated metropolitan population of 916,883 according to the US Census. Albuquerque is the 57th-largest 

United States metropolitan area. The Albuquerque MSA population includes the city of Rio Rancho. 

Albuquerque is home to the University of New Mexico, Kirtland Air Force Base, Sandia National Laboratories, 

Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute, and Petroglyph National Monument. The Sandia Mountains run along the 

eastern side of Albuquerque, and the Rio Grande flows through the city, north to south. 

 

The Albuquerque family name dates from pre-12th 

century Iberia (Spain and Portugal, being the old 

name of the Portuguese family Albuquerque) and is 

habitational in nature (de Albuquerque = from 

Albuquerque). The Spanish village of Albuquerque 

is within the Badajoz province of Extremadura 

region, and located just fifteen miles (24 km) from 

the Portuguese border. Cork trees dominate the 

landscape and Albuquerque is a center of the 

Spanish cork industry. Over the years, this region 

has been alternately under both Spanish and 

Portuguese rule. The name of the New Mexico city 

of Albuquerque is identical to the Portuguese 

spelling with only one 'r' of the family name in 

Portugal, probably due to Spanish or native local 

pronunciations. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 – Albuquerque, New Mexico – The Duke City 

The first travelers on Route 66 appeared in Albuquerque in 1926, and before long, dozens of motels, restaurants, and 

gift shops had sprung up along the roadside to serve them. Route 66 originally ran through the city on a north-south 

alignment along Fourth Street, but in 1937 it was realigned along Central Avenue, a more direct east-west route. The 

intersection of Fourth and Central downtown was the principal crossroads of the city for decades. The majority of 

the surviving structures from the Route 66 era are on Central, though there are also some on Fourth. Signs between 

Bernalillo and Los Lunas along the old route now have brown, historical highway markers denoting it as Pre-1937 

Route 66. 

By 1900, Albuquerque boasted a population of 

8,000 inhabitants and all the modern amenities, 

including an electric street railway connecting 

Old Town, New Town, and the recently 

established University of New Mexico campus 

on the East Mesa. In 1902, the famous Alvarado 

Hotel was built adjacent to the new passenger 

depot, and it remained a symbol of the city until 

it was razed in 1970 to make room for a parking 

lot. In 2002, the Alvarado Transportation Center 

was built on the site in a manner resembling the 

old landmark. The large metro station functions 

as the downtown headquarters for the city's 

transit department. It also serves as an 

intermodal hub for local buses, Greyhound 

buses, Amtrak passenger trains, and the Rail 

Runner commuter rail line. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 4 – Albuquerque, New Mexico – The Duke City 

Albuquerque contains a variety of museums, galleries, shops and other points of interest. Some of these include the 

Albuquerque Biological Park, Albuquerque Museum of Art and History, Museum of Natural History and Science, 

and Old Town Albuquerque. The majority of locally owned boutiques and fine dining establishments are scattered 

throughout Downtown, Old Town, and Uptown. Old Town features ghost tours performed by the Southwest Ghost 

hunters Association. Albuquerque also has a variety of live music/performance venues including Hard Rock 

Pavilion, Tingley Coliseum, Sunshine Theater and the KiMo Theater. 

The Sandia and Manzano Mountains to the east offer trails, open spaces, and rock climbing. Climbs from one to ten 

pitches can be found at all ability levels. The Sandia Peak Tramway, located adjacent to Albuquerque is the world's 

second-longest passenger aerial tramway. It also has the world's third-longest single span. It stretches from the 

Northeast edge of the city to the Crestline of the Sandia Mountains. Elevation at the top of the tramway is roughly 

10,300 ft (3,100 m). above sea level. 

 

Albuquerque is a charter city. City government is 

divided into an executive branch, headed by a Mayor 

and a nine-member Council that holds the legislative 

authority. The form of city government is therefore 

mayor-council government. The mayor is Richard J. 

Berry, a former state legislator, who was elected in 

2009. 

The Mayor holds a full-time paid elected position 

with a four-year term. The Council members hold 

part-time paid positions and are elected from the 

nine Council districts for four-year terms, with four 

or five Councilors elected every two years. Elections 

for Mayor and Councilor are nonpartisan. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 5 – Tel Aviv, Israel – The Bubble 

Tel Aviv is the second most populous city in Israel, after Jerusalem, with a population of 405,000 and a land area of 

20 sq mi. The city is located on the Israeli Mediterranean coastline in central-west Israel. It is the largest and most 

populous city in the Tel Aviv Metropolitan Area, home to 3,401,700 residents. The city is governed by the Tel Aviv-

Yafo municipality, headed by Ron Huldai. Residents of Tel Aviv are referred to as Tel Avivim. As the United 

Nations and many countries do not recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, Tel Aviv is home to most foreign 

embassies.  

Tel Aviv was founded by the Jewish community on the outskirts of the ancient port city of Jaffa in 1909. Jewish 

immigration meant that the growth of Tel Aviv soon outpaced Jaffa, which had a majority Arab population at the 

time. Tel Aviv and Jaffa were merged into a single municipality in 1950, two years after the establishment of the 

State of Israel. Tel Aviv's White City, designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2003, comprises the world's 

largest concentration of Bauhaus buildings.  

 

Tel Aviv is an economic hub, home to the Tel Aviv 

Stock Exchange, corporate offices and research and 

development centers. It is the country's financial 

capital and a major performing arts and business 

center. Tel Aviv has the second-largest economy in 

the Middle East after Dubai, and is the 31st most 

expensive city in the world. With 2.5 million 

international visitors annually, Tel Aviv is the fifth-

most-visited city in the Middle East & Africa. It is 

known as "the city that never sleeps" and a "party 

capital" due to its thriving nightlife, young 

atmosphere and famous 24-hour culture. 

 

In April 1909, 66 Jewish families gathered on a 

desolate sand dune to parcel out the land by lottery 

using seashells. This gathering is considered the 

official date of the establishment of Tel Aviv. 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Tel Aviv, Israel – The Bubble 

When Israel declared Independence on 14 May 1948, the population of Tel Aviv was over 200,000. Tel Aviv was the 

temporary government center of the State of Israel until the government moved to Jerusalem in December 1949. Due 

to the international dispute over the status of Jerusalem, most foreign embassies remained in or near Tel Aviv. In the 

early 1980s, 13 embassies in Jerusalem moved to Tel Aviv as part of the UN's measures responding to Israel's 1980 

Jerusalem Law. Today, all national embassies are in Tel Aviv or environs. The boundaries of Tel Aviv and Jaffa 

became a matter of contention between the Tel Aviv municipality and the Israeli government in 1948. The former 

wished to incorporate only the northern Jewish suburbs of Jaffa, while the latter wanted a more complete unification. 

The issue also had international sensitivity, since the main part of Jaffa was in the Arab portion of the United Nations 

Partition Plan, whereas Tel Aviv was not, and no armistice agreements had yet been signed. 

Since the First Intifada, Tel Aviv has suffered 

from Palestinian political violence. The first 

suicide attack in Tel Aviv occurred on 19 

October 1994, on the Line 5 bus, when a 

bomber killed 22 civilians and injured 50 as 

part of a Hamas suicide campaign. On 6 

March 1996, another Hamas suicide bomber 

killed 13 people (12 civilians and 1 soldier) in 

the Dizengoff Center suicide bombing. One of 

the most deadly attacks occurred on 1 June 

2001, during the Second Intifada, when a 

suicide bomber exploded at the entrance to the 

Dolphinarium discotheque, killing 21, mostly 

teenagers, and injuring 132. Another Hamas 

bomber killed six civilians and injured 70 in 

the Allenby Street bus bombing. Twenty-three 

civilians were killed and over 100 injured in 

the Tel-Aviv central bus station. 



 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 – Tel Aviv, Israel – The Bubble 

The city has been described as a "flourishing technological center" by Newsweek and a "miniature Los Angeles" by 

The Economist. In 1998, the city was described by Newsweek as one of the 10 most technologically influential cities 

in the world. Since then, high-tech industry in the Tel Aviv area has continued to develop. The Tel Aviv 

metropolitan area is Israel's center of high-tech, sometimes referred to as Silicon Wadi.  

Tel Aviv is home to the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange (TASE), Israel's only stock exchange, which has reached record 

heights since the 1990s. The Tel Aviv Stock exchange has also gained attention for its resilience and ability to 

recover from war and disasters. For example, the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange was higher on the last day of both the 

2006 Lebanon war and the 2009 Operation in Gaza than on the first day of fighting. Many international venture-

capital firms, scientific research institutes and high-tech companies are headquartered in the city. Industries in Tel 

Aviv include chemical processing, textile plants and food manufacturers. The city's nightlife, cultural attractions and 

architecture attract tourists whose spending benefits the local economy.  

 

The main airport serving Tel Aviv is Ben Gurion 

International Airport. Located in the neighboring city of Lod, 

it is the main airport of Israel, handling over 13 million 

passengers in 2011.  

 

The airport serves both international flights and domestic 

flights, and is the main hub of El Al, Arkia Israel Airlines, 

Israir Airlines and Sun D'Or International Airlines. The 

airport is 15 kilometers (9 mi) southeast of Tel Aviv, on 

Highway 1 between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. It is often rated 

as the best airport in the Middle East.  

 

Another airport in the Tel Aviv area, Sde Dov, in 

northwestern Tel Aviv close to Tel Aviv Port, serves mainly 

domestic flights and may be closed in favor of real-estate 

development. In the future all services to Sde Dov will be 

transferred to Ben Gurion Airport. 



 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

Plans are currently underway for our next special 2X event. We are currently looking at different locations as well 

as which aircraft will be used in the event. We are not even close to the final stages so if anyone has any 

recommendations, please get them in as soon as possible. Thank you! 

 

Don’t forget that all Pilots are encouraged to participate in the advanced Pilot training program where you can earn 

additional stars for your wings. Besides the prestige of having more stars, they are also the only way a Pilot can earn 

the top honor of Senior ATP Captain. 

Fun Facts: 
 

Why does my cup of tea taste funny? 

Proper tea is made with water that has been heated to 

100c — the temperature at which it boils on the ground. 

Unfortunately, in the reduced-pressure environment of 

an aircraft cabin, the boiling point of water is lowered to 

around 90c, which means that the brewing process is 

unsatisfactory. For the same reason, you cannot have a 

decent cup high in the mountains. 

Can you really get stuck on the toilet?  

No, these tales are apocryphal. Although the BBC 

reported in 2002 that a woman passenger had pushed 

the flush button before she stood up and that ‘to her 

horror, her body was sealed to the seat so firmly that it 

took airport technicians to free her’, a subsequent 

investigation revealed that the incident had never 

happened. It is, however, true that airplane lavatories 

use vacuum flushes. This is because carrying enough 

liquid for a flight’s worth of flushes would seriously 

increase the plane’s weight. To avoid problems, the 

flush button is normally placed behind the toilet lid, 

making it impossible to flush without standing up. 

What if someone tries to open a door in-flight?  

Before take-off, you will hear the command ‘Doors to 

automatic and cross check’.  

Passengers assume that the cabin crew are being told to 

lock the doors. In fact, the instruction is to put the 

inflatable evacuation slides on to automatic, so that they 

shoot out if the door is opened.  

In practice, plane doors don’t need to be locked because 

once airborne it’s virtually impossible to open them. 

That’s partly because of the unusual way they swing — 

inwards first and then outwards — and the fact that 

cabin air pressure is so much higher than the 

surrounding air pressure.  

As a result, as the plane climbs, the cabin air pressure 

pushes the door outwards, sealing it into place. The 

higher the plane flies, the stronger the seal becomes. So 

strong that it would be impossible for anyone to open it. 

But, please, don’t try. 

 

 

1. A plane ticket cost just $5 in the 1920s.  

2. On the rear side of each wing is a part called an 

aileron, which helps the airplane turn right or 

left.  

3. An airplane takes off or lands every 37 seconds 

from Chicago's O'Hare International Airport. 

That's almost 100 planes per hour!  

4. An average of 61,000 people are airborne over 

the U.S. at any given hour.  

5. It would take a plane flying 400.2 miles per 

hour 20 years to fly the 93,205,678.8 miles 

from the Earth to the Sun – and that's just a 

one-way ticket!  

6. The flight data recorders in airplanes are called 

"black boxes," although they are really bright 

orange.  

7. Bats are the only mammals that can fly.  

8. The speed of sound, or Mach 1, at sea level is 

761.2 miles per hour or 661.5 knots.  

9. The longest paper airplane flight was 27.6 

seconds.  

10. The longest time spent airborne during a single 

hot-air balloon flight is 19 days, 21 hours and 

47 minutes.  

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 – Piaggio 180 Avanti – Small and Fast 

The Piaggio P180 Avanti is an Italian twin-engine turboprop aircraft produced by Piaggio Aero. It seats up to nine 

passengers in a pressurized cabin, and may be flown by one or two pilots. The design uses a small forward wing and 

a main wing combination that places the wing spars outside of the passenger cabin area. Although the front wing 

resembles a canard configuration, a conventional horizontal stabilizer on the tail provides longitudinal stability and 

pitch trim. It features a lifting laminar flow fuselage and has engines in pusher configuration. 

 

Design studies began in 1979 and designs were tested in wind tunnels in Italy and the United States in 1980 and 

1981. A collaboration with Learjet to develop the aircraft began in 1983 but ended on 13 January 1986, with 

Piaggio continuing development on its own. The first prototype flew on 23 September 1986. American and Italian 

certification was obtained on 2 October 1990. Learjet's influence can be seen in the two "delta fins" mounted on the 

bottom of the tail, as found on most Lear jets; these devices provide yaw stability and reduce drag during flight.  

 

The first 12 fuselages were manufactured in Wichita, with H & H Parts and Plessey Midwest, and then flown to 

Italy for final assembly. Avanti Aviation Wichita ran out of money in 1994; the project languished until a group of 

investors led by Piero Ferrari became involved in 1998. The 100th aircraft was delivered in October 2005 and the 

150th in May 2008. Piaggio has reported that as of October 2010, the Avanti and Avanti II fleets have now logged 

over 500,000 flight hours.  



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 – Piaggio 180 Avanti – Small and Fast 

An improved Avanti II obtained European and U.S. certification in November 2005. Six months later, 70 planes had 

been ordered, including 36 by Global Express Airways. The Avanti II features updated Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6 

turboprop engines and flies about 18 km/h (11 mph) faster, with better fuel economy; an all-new "glass panel" 

avionics suite reduces cockpit clutter. In addition to heading, attitude and navigation information, flat panel color 

LCD displays add collision avoidance (TCAS), ground proximity (TAWS) and real-time graphic weather depiction. 

The Avanti is marketed as being faster than other turboprops and many mid-sized jets, while being up to 40% more 

fuel efficient than market-competing jets. The Avanti is able to access airports where jets are banned, many of which 

are near city centers and have banned jets due to noise. In 2012 it was the fastest turboprop available for commercial 

use. 



 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Death Race: Inferno 

Repentant convict Carl Lucas (Luke Goss) - aka Frankenstein - is a legendary driver in the 

brutal prison blood sport known as Death Race. Only one victory away from winning 

freedom, Lucas is plunged into his most vicious competition yet: the first ever Desert Death 

Race. Through South Africa's infernal Kalahari Desert, Lucas is pitted against ruthless 

adversaries and powerful forces at work behind the scenes to ensure his defeat. Also, starring 

Danny Trejo and Ving Rhames, Death Race 3: Inferno is an insane, action packed thrill-ride. 

 

Action Thriller 

Dredd 

The future America is an irradiated waste land. On its East Coast, running from Boston to 

Washington DC, lies Mega City One- a vast, violent metropolis where criminals rule the 

chaotic streets. The only force of order lies with the urban cops called "Judges" who possess 

the combined powers of judge, jury and instant executioner. Known and feared throughout 

the city, Dredd (Karl Urban) is the ultimate Judge, challenged with ridding the city of its 

latest scourge - a dangerous drug epidemic that has users of "Slo-Mo" experiencing reality at 

a fraction of its normal speed. 
 

Action Thriller 

End of Watch 

From the writer of Training Day, End of Watch is a riveting action thriller that puts 

audiences at the center of the chase like never before. Jake Gyllenhaal and Michael Peta star 

as young LA police officers who discover a secret that makes them the target of the country's 

most dangerous drug cartel. 

 

Action Adventure 

Looper 

In the futuristic action thriller Looper, time travel will be invented - but it will be illegal and 

only available on the black market. When the mob wants to get rid of someone, they will 

send their target 30 years into the past, where a "looper" - a hired gun, like Joe (Joseph 

Gordon-Levitt) - is waiting to mop up. Joe is getting rich and life is good... until the day the 

mob decides to "close the loop," sending back Joe's future self (Bruce Willis) for 

assassination. 

 

Action Thriller 

Taken 2 

Liam Neeson returns as Bryan Mills, the retired CIA agent with a "particular set of skills" 

who stopped at nothing to save his daughter Kim from kidnappers. When the father of one of 

the villains Bryan killed swears revenge, and takes Bryan and his wife hostage in Istanbul, 

Bryan enlists Kim to help them escape. Bryan then employs his unique tactics to get his 

family to safety and systematically take out the kidnappers, one by one. 

 

Action Adventure 



  

 

  

  

 

 

Page 12 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Alicia Augello Cook, known as Alicia Keys, is an 

American singer-songwriter and actress. She attended 

Professional Performing Arts School in New York City 

and graduated at 16 as valedictorian. Keys' debut album, 

Songs in A Minor, was a commercial success, selling over 

12 million copies worldwide. She became the best-selling 

new artist and best-selling R&B artist of 2001. The album 

earned Keys five Grammy Awards in 2002, including Best 

New Artist and Song of the Year for "Fallin'". Her second 

album, The Diary of Alicia Keys, was released in 2003 and 

was also another success worldwide, selling eight million 

copies. The album garnered an additional four Grammy 

Awards in 2005. She made appearances on several TV 

series in the following years. Her third album, As I Am, 

was released in the same year and sold five million copies 

worldwide, earning Keys an additional three Grammy 

Awards. She released her fourth album, The Element of 

Freedom, in December 2009, which became Keys' first 

chart-topping album in the United Kingdom. Throughout 

her career, Keys has won numerous awards and has sold 

over 35 million albums and 30 million singles worldwide. 

Billboard magazine named her the top R&B songs artist of 

the 2000s decade. In 2010, VH1 included Keys on its list 

of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time. Billboard 

magazine placed her number ten on their list of Top 50 

R&B/Hip-Hop Artists of the Past 25 Years.  

 

Jason Thomas Mraz is an American singer-songwriter. 

Mraz first came to prominence on the San Diego coffee 

house scene in 2000. At one of these coffee houses, Mraz 

met percussionist Toca Rivera and released Live at Java 

Joe's. He released his debut album, Waiting for My Rocket 

to Come, which contained the hit single "The Remedy (I 

Won't Worry)", in 2002, but it was not until the release of 

his second album, Mr. A-Z, in 2005, that Mraz achieved 

major commercial success. The album peaked at number 

five on the Billboard 200 and sold over 100,000 copies in 

the US. In 2008, Mraz released his third studio album, We 

Sing. We Dance. We Steal Things. The album debuted at 

number three on the Billboard 200 and was a commercial 

success worldwide, peaking in the top ten of many 

international charts. 

Mraz's international breakthrough came with the release of 

the single "I'm Yours" from the album We Sing. We Dance. 

We Steal Things. The single peaked at number six on the 

Billboard Hot 100, giving Mraz his first top ten single. The 

song was on the Hot 100 for 76 weeks, beating the 

previous record of 69 weeks held by LeAnn Rimes' "How 

Do I Live". The song was a commercial success in the US, 

receiving a 5x platinum certification from the RIAA for 

sales of over five million. The song was successful 

internationally, topping the charts in New Zealand and 

Norway and peaking in the top ten of multiple international 

charts. 

 


