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Page 1 - Introduction  

Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Montreal, Canada and Moscow, Russia. We also 
take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft is the 
Boeing 747-400F Freighter.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Montreal, Canada – La Metropole 

 
5. Moscow, Russia – Land of Tsars 

 
8. Pilot Information 

 
10. Introducing the Boeing 747-400F – Moving the World of Freight 

 
12. In-flight Movies/Featured Music  



 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 – Montreal, Canada – La Metropole 

Montreal is the largest city in the province of Quebec and the second-largest city in Canada. Originally called Ville-

Marie, or "City of Mary", the city takes its present name from Mont-Royal, the triple-peaked hill located in the heart 

of the city, whose name was also initially given to the island on which the city is located, or Mont Réal as it was 

spelled in Middle French, (Mont Royal in present French). 

As of February 2011, Statistics Canada identifies Montreal's Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) (land area 4,259 

square kilometers (1,644 sq mi)) as Canada's second most populous with an estimated metropolitan area population of 

3,859,318, and a population of 1,934,082 in the "agglomeration" of Montreal, which includes all of the municipalities 

on the island of Montreal. The city of Montreal proper had a population of 1,620,693 (as of 2006 census).  

French is the city's official language and is also the language spoken at home by 59.9% of the population, followed by 

English at 19.4% (as of 2006 census). In the larger Montreal Census Metropolitan Area, 67.9% of the population 

speaks French at home, compared to 16.5% who speak English. More than half of the population reports being able to 

speak both English and French. Montreal is the second largest primarily French-speaking city in the world, after Paris. 

Although a few francophone African cities are bigger in size, notably Kinshasa, Algiers, and Abidjan, these cities' 

inhabitants speak French as a second language.  

Montreal is consistently rated as one of the world's most livable cities, was called "Canada's Cultural Capital" by 

Monocle Magazine and recently was named a UNESCO City of Design. Though historically the commercial capital of 

Canada, it was surpassed in population, as well as economic strength, by Toronto after 1976. Today it continues as an 

important centre of commerce, aerospace, finance, pharmaceuticals, technology, design, culture, tourism, film and 

world affairs.  

In 2010, Montreal was named a hub city, ranked 34th globally out of 289 cities for innovation across multiple sectors 

of the urban economy, in the Innovation Cities Index by 2thinknow. Montreal was the next Canadian city in the 

annual index behind nexus city Toronto in 12th place and ahead of fellow hub cities Calgary, Quebec City, Vancouver 

and Edmonton. In 2009, Montreal was named North America's number one host city for international association 

events, according to the 2009 preliminary rankings of the International Congress and Convention Association (ICCA). 

 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 – Montreal, Canada – La Metropole 

Archaeological evidence demonstrates that various 

nomadic First Nations native people occupied the 

island of Montreal for at least 2,000 years before 

the arrival of Europeans. By the year AD 1000, 

they had started to cultivate maize. Within a few 

hundred years, they had built fortified villages. 

The St. Lawrence Iroquoians, a people distinct 

from the Iroquois nations of the Haudenosaunee 

who originated mostly in present-day New York, 

established the village of Hochelaga at the foot of 

Mount Royal centuries before the French arrived. 

Archeologists have found evidence of their 

habitation there and at other locations in the valley 

since at least the 14th century. The French 

explorer Jacques Cartier visited Hochelaga on 

October 2, 1535, and estimated the population of 

the native people at Hochelaga to be "over a 

thousand". 

Montreal is located in the southwest of the province of Quebec. The city proper covers most of the Island of 

Montreal at the confluence of the Saint Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers. The port of Montreal lies at one end of the 

Saint Lawrence Seaway, which is the river gateway that stretches from the Great Lakes into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Montreal is defined by its location in between the St. Lawrence river on its south, and by the Rivière des Prairies on 

its north. The city is named after the most prominent geographical feature on the island, a three-head hill called 

Mount Royal, topped at 232 m above sea level.  

Montreal is at the centre of the Montreal Metropolitan Community, and is bordered by the city of Laval to the north, 

Longueuil, Saint-Lambert, Brossard, and other municipalities to the south, Repentigny to the east and the West Island 

municipalities to the west. The anglophone enclaves of Westmount, Montreal West, Hampstead, Côte Saint-Luc, the 

Town of Mount Royal and the francophone enclave Montreal East are all entirely surrounded by the city of Montreal. 

 

Montreal lies at the confluence of several 

climatic regions. Usually, the climate is 

classified as humid continental or hemiboreal 

(Köppen climate classification Dfb) 

Montreal's summers are warm, at times hot 

and humid with average high temperatures of 

26 °C (79 °F) and low of 16 °C (61 °F), 

temperatures frequently exceed 30 °C (86 °F). 

Winter in Montreal usually brings very cold, 

snowy, windy, and at times, icy weather, with 

an average high temperature of −5 °C (23 °F) 

and lows of −13 °C (9 °F). However, some 

winter days rise above freezing even at times 

allowing for rain, while others dip well below 

−20 °C (−4 °F).  

Spring and fall are pleasantly mild but are 

prone to drastic temperature changes. April 

tends to be mild and sunny whereas May can 

be rather warm and also quite wet. Late 

season heat waves as well as "Indian 

summers" are a common occurrence as well as 

snow storms in November, March and April. 

The lowest temperature ever recorded was −37.8 °C (−36 °F) on 

January 15, 1957, and the highest temperature was 37.6 °C (100 

°F) on August 1, 1975. Annual precipitation is around 98 cm (39 

in), including an average 218 cm (86 in) of snowfall, which 

occurs from November through March. 



 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 – Montreal, Canada – La Metropole 

As a North American city, Montreal shares many cultural characteristics with the rest of the continent. It has a 

tradition of producing both jazz and rock music. The city has also produced much talent in the fields of visual arts, 

theatre, music, and dance. Yet, being at the confluence of the French and the English traditions, Montreal has 

developed a unique and distinguished cultural face. Another distinctive characteristic of Montreal culture life is to be 

found in the animation of its downtown, particularly during summer, prompted by cultural and social events, 

particularly festivals. The city's largest festival is the Just for Laughs comedy festival, which is the largest in the 

world of its kind. Other popular festivals include the Montreal International Jazz Festival, Montreal World Film 

Festival, Les FrancoFolies de Montréal, Nuits d'Afrique, Pop Montreal, and the Montreal Fireworks Festival. 

 

The head of the city government in Montreal is the Mayor, who is first among equals in the City Council. The mayor 

is Gérald Tremblay, who is a member of the Union Montréal (English: Union Montreal). The city council is a 

democratically elected institution and is the final decision-making authority in the city, although much power is 

centralized in the executive committee. 



 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Page 5 – Moscow, Russia – Land of the Tsars 

Moscow is the capital, the most populous city, and the most populous federal subject of Russia. The city is a major 

political, economic, cultural, scientific, religious, financial, educational, and transportation centre of Russia and the 

continent. Moscow is the most northern city on Earth with a population above 10,000,000, the most populous city on 

the continent of Europe, and the sixth largest city proper in the world. Its population, according to the preliminary 

results of the 2010 census, is 11,514,300. Based on Forbes 2011, Moscow had 79 billionaires, displacing New York 

as the city with the greatest number of billionaires.  

Moscow is situated on the Moskva River in the Central Federal District of European Russia. In the course of its 

history the city has served as the capital of a progression of states, from the medieval Grand Duchy of Moscow and 

the subsequent Tsardom of Russia to the Soviet Union. Moscow is the site of the Moscow Kremlin, an ancient 

fortress that is today the residence of the Russian President and of the executive branch of the Government of Russia. 

The Kremlin is also one of several World Heritage Sites in the city. Both chambers of the Russian parliament (the 

State Duma and the Federation Council) also sit in Moscow. 

The city is served by an extensive transit network, which includes four international airports, nine railroad terminals, 

and the Moscow Metro, second only to Tokyo in terms of ridership and recognized as one of the city's landmarks due 

to the rich and varied architecture of its 182 stations. 

Over time, Moscow has acquired a number of epithets, most referring to its size and preeminent status within the 

nation: The Third Rome, Whitestone, The First Throne and The Forty Forties.  

The demonym for a Moscow resident is Moskvitch, rendered in English as Muscovite.  

 

The city is named after the river (Old Russian: 

гра́д Моско́в, literally "the city by the 

Moskva River"). The first reference to 

Moscow dates from 1147 when Yuri 

Dolgorukiy called upon the prince of the 

Novgorod-Severski to "come to me, brother, 

to Moscow." 

 

Nine years later, in 1156, Prince Yuri 

Dolgorukiy of Rostov ordered the 

construction of a wooden wall, the Kremlin, 

which had to be rebuilt multiple times, to 

surround the emerging city. In 1237–1238, the 

Mongols burned the city to the ground; 

Moscow recovered and became the capital. 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Moscow, Russia – Land of the Tsars 

Both German and Soviet casualties during the battle of Moscow have been a subject of debate, as various sources 

provide somewhat different estimates. Therefore, total casualties between 30 September 1941, and 7 January 1942, 

are estimated to be between 248,000 and 400,000 for the Wehrmacht and between 650,000 and 1,280,000 for the Red 

Army.  

On 1 May 1944, a medal For the defense of Moscow and in 1947 another medal In memory of the 800th anniversary 

of Moscow were instituted. In commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany, on May 8, 

1965, Moscow became one of twelve Soviet cities awarded the title of Hero City. 

In 1980, it hosted the Summer Olympic Games, which was boycotted by the United States and several other Western 

countries due to the Soviet Union's involvement in Afghanistan in late 1979. In 1991, Moscow was the scene of the 

failed coup attempt by the government members opposed to the reforms of Mikhail Gorbachev. When the USSR was 

dissolved in the same year, Moscow continued to be the capital of Russia. 

Since then, the emergence of a market economy in Moscow has produced an explosion of Western-style retailing, 

services, architecture, and lifestyles. In 1998, it hosted the first World Youth Games. 

Moscow has a humid continental climate with warm, somewhat humid summers and long, cold winters. Typical high 

temperatures in the warm months of June, July and August are around 23 °C (73 °F), but during heat waves (which 

can occur between May and September), daytime high temperatures often top 30 °C (86 °F)—sometimes for a week 

or a two at a time. In the winter, temperatures normally drop to approximately −10 °C (14.0 °F), though there can be 

periods of warmth with temperatures rising above 0 °C (32 °F). The highest temperature ever recorded was 38.2 °C 

(100.8 °F) at the VVC weather station and 39.0 °C (102.2 °F) in the center of Moscow on 29 July 2010 during the 

unusual 2010 Northern Hemisphere summer heat wave. The lowest ever recorded was −42.2 °C (−44.0 °F) in 

January 1940.  



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 – Moscow, Russia – Land of the Tsars 

Moscow's architecture is world-renowned. Moscow is also well known as the site of Saint Basil’s Cathedral, with its 

elegant onion domes, as well as the Cathedral of Christ the Savior and the Seven Sisters. 

For most of its history, Moscow was dominated by its numerous Orthodox churches. However, the overall appearance 

of the city changed drastically during the Soviet period, especially as a result of Joseph Stalin's large-scale effort to 

modernize the city. Stalin's plans for the city included a network of broad avenues and roadways, some of them over 

ten lanes wide, which, while greatly simplifying movement through the city were constructed at the expense of a great 

number of historical buildings and districts. Among the many casualties of Stalin's reforms was the Sukharev Tower, 

a longtime city landmark, as well as numerous mansions and commercial buildings lining the major streets. The city's 

newfound status as the capital of a deeply secular, totalitarian nation, made religiously significant buildings especially 

vulnerable to demolition. Many of the city's churches, which in many cases were some of Moscow's oldest buildings, 

were destroyed; some notable examples include the Kazan Cathedral and the Cathedral of Christ the Savior. While the 

1990s, both the latter were rebuilt (amid criticism due to the high costs and lack of historical perspective), many 

smaller churches were permanently lost. 

 



 

  

 

 
A Global Air International B747-400 in Hawaiian colors arrives in Honolulu, Hawaii above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

Any Pilot who has been with the Global Lines family of Airlines for any length of time has probably participated in 

one of the special events offered. These special events offer our Pilots special flight destinations, special aircraft 

paintjobs and the coveted 2X hours of flight credit! These extra hours come in handy when a Pilot is looking to get 

to the next rank which then gives them more aircraft and flight options. Perhaps you are trying for that first or 

second star on your wings? Then participating in one of the special events for 2X flight credit will get you where 

you are going even quicker. 

 

So how does this all work you may ask? Keep your eyes out on the two company’s web sites located at: 

http://www.globalairinternational.com and http://www.globalexpressair.com and the company forums where you 

will find advanced notices and continuing information during the events. Make a bid on the flight(s) you want to 

fly based on your rank, and when completed file a standard PIREP with the normal flight hours (do NOT report the 

2X hours report ONLY the normal/real flight hours) and flight operations will double the hours and record it to 

your account on the appropriate roster. 

New York City, pictured on the left, 

was one of the destinations hosting a 

special 2X event for the Pilots of the 

Global Lines Family of Airlines. 

These events have helped many 

Pilots to go from First Officer to 

Captain in just a few months 

depending on how many 2X flights 

they flew.  

 

The events typically run from just 

two weeks to a month in duration to 

allow time for Pilots to file their bids 

and PIREP. 

http://www.globalairinternational.com/
http://www.globalexpressair.com/


 

 

 

 
Above a Global Express Airways B757-200 in Hawaii colors heads from Honolulu to San Francisco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 – Pilot Information 

The only requirement to participate in a 2X special event is that you must be a Pilot in good standing (meaning up-

to-date on the roster before the event as you cannot use 2X hours to make up for being late to file your required 

PIREP,) you must be qualified to fly the aircraft(s) being used for the event and you must NOT fail to complete the 

flights you bid for the event. Due to the special 2X hours when you file a bid to do flights you will need to complete 

all flights bid before the deadline or it will be removed from the roster. If you regularly fail to complete your bid 

flight(s) or bid and then do not make them at all, you will be unable to participate in the event and the next special 

event that is held following it. 

 

Please keep in mind that having to track down Pilots who are not current on the roster, or worse terminate them, is 

the least enjoyable part of the Flight Crew Manager’s job. When you agreed to come on-board you agreed to fly a 

minimum number of flights and it is expected that you do so. As always however, life happens and we do 

understand that on occasions a Pilot’s personal and family obligations may prevent them from putting in some yolk 

time. Simply drop your Flight Crew Manager an email and let them know. They are more than happy to work with 

you to keep you current on the roster until you can get your status up to date. Unlike MANY VAs Global Lines 

really does want only Pilots who can and will participate. Many VA rosters are filled with hundreds to thousands of 

Pilots but upon closer examination, you will see many/most of them have not flown for years but are still listed on 

the roster. At Global our rosters contain only the finest Pilots in the world who actually keep current on their flight 

times. This is a fact that we are VERY PROUD of at Global! 

 

Please also remember that we are always looking for feedback from our Pilots on what works and what does not 

work for them, what events they would like to see, what flight service areas they would like to see us better serve 

and/or expand to. We also have an email address for the editor of our magazine and we DO VERY MUCH 

encourage you to participate by submitting items of interest to our Pilots to the editor so it may be considered for 

inclusion in this magazine. Depending which airline you are assigned to, simply write your Crew Manager an email. 



 

  

 

 
A Global Air International B747-400F Heavy Lift departs Dallas/Ft. Worth for Beijing, China via Guam above 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Page 10 – Boeing 747-400F – Moving the World of Freight 

The 747-400F (Freighter) is an all freight version which uses the fuselage design of the 747-200F. The aircraft's first 

flight was on May 4, 1993 and it entered service with Cargolux on November 17, 1993. Major customers include 

Atlas Air, Cargolux, China Airlines, Global Air International, Korean Air, Nippon Cargo Airlines, Polar Air Cargo, 

and Singapore Airlines. The -400F can be easily distinguished from the passenger -400 by its shorter upper-deck 

hump. 

A Global Air 

International 

Boeing 747-

400F Freighter 

is loaded up 

with freight in 

Saudi Arabia 

on the left. 



 

  

 

 
Above a Global Air International Heavy Lift B747-400F takes on freight in Miami, Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 – Boeing 747-400F – Moving the World of Freight 

The 747-400F has a main deck nose door and a mechanized cargo handling system. The nose door swings up so that 

pallets or containers up to 40 ft (12 m) can be loaded straight in on motor-driven rollers. An optional main deck side 

cargo door (like the 747-400M (Combi) allows loading of dimensionally taller cargo modules. 

Boeing has delivered 126 Boeing 747-400F aircraft with no unfilled orders as of November 2009. The last -400F was 

delivered to Global Air International who is also scheduled to get 22 more of this aircraft in 2011 through 2013. 

 

A Global Air 

International 

Boeing 747-400F 

Freighter prepares 

to depart Santiago, 

Chile for Houston, 

Texas. 
 



 

  

 

 

   

Page 12 – In-flight Movies/Featured Music 

Gettysburg 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara becomes this 

sprawling historical epic. As in Shaara's novel, director Ronald Maxwell focuses on a 

handful of major players to dramatize the events of July 1863, when the armies of the Union 

and Confederacy clash at the small Pennsylvania town of the title. Among them are Martin 

Sheen as General Robert E. Lee, who disagrees with his top advisor, General James 

Longstreet (Tom Berenger) over battle strategy, and Jeff Daniels as Colonel Joshua 

Lawrence Chamberlain, a college professor whose unorthodox techniques save the day (and 

possibly the war) for his beleaguered army.  

Epic Saga 

 

Gnomeo & Juliet 

The animated tale Gnomeo & Juliet knowingly follows the quintessential star-crossed lovers 

tragedy Romeo and Juliet, with the unexpected twist of making the characters garden 

gnomes that can move when human beings aren't watching. Though Gnomeo (James 

McAvoy) and Juliet (Emily Blunt) belong to feuding garden-gnome families, they meet and 

fall in love. But the clans' shared animosity is exacerbated when Tybalt (Jason Statham) dies 

in part because of actions taken by Gnomeo to defend a friend whom Tybalt was attacking. 

After getting some sage advice from a statue of William Shakespeare (Patrick Stewart), 

Gnomeo attempts to set things right, and win the heart of the lawn ornament he loves. 

Animation 

I Am Number Four 

A teenage fugitive with an incredible secret, races to stay one step ahead of the mysterious 

forces seeking to track and destroy him in this sci-fi action thriller from director D.J. Caruso 

(Disturbia, Eagle Eye). With three dead and one on the run, the race to find the elusive 

Number Four begins. Outwardly normal teen John Smith never gets too comfortable in the 

same identity, and along with his guardian, Henri, he is constantly moving from town to 

town the perpetual new kid in a series of strangely familiar schools. John experiences the joy 

of first love with a beautiful young woman and begins to unlock his full potential after 

arriving in a small Ohio town. 

Action/Suspense 

The Roommate 

An emotionally unstable college freshman grows obsessed with her unsuspecting roommate 

in Danish director Christian E. Christiansen's English-language debut. Trouble begins after a 

frat party, when Kelly's Sara character comes back to her dorm room smashed, pausing to 

meet her roommate, Rebecca, for the first time just before she rushes out of the room to 

puke. Both being artistic types, Rebecca gloms onto Sara's artistic yearnings and they both 

bond over couture culture, yet Rebecca's antisocial behavior always seems to stand in the 

way of them being best buds. Soon it becomes apparent that Rebecca's territorial side is 

something to be freaked out by, as Sara's ex-boyfriend, her pervy teacher, and anyone else 

that do the young artist harm will attest. 

Action/Suspense 

Thor: Tales of Asgard 

Follow The Mighty Thor of Asgard on his first great adventure as he quests for the mythical 

Lost Sword of Surtur. With his brother Loki by his side and the swaggering Brothers Three 

to help fend off the forces of evil, Thor embarks on a clandestine treasure hunt that quickly 

turns treacherous. Upon discovering that the very future of Asgard hangs in the balance, the 

fearless warrior must prove his strength in order to embrace his magnificent destiny. 

Fantasy 



 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 13 – In-flight Movies/Featured Music 

Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta better 

known by her stage name Lady Gaga, is an 

American pop singer-songwriter. After 

performing in the rock music scene of New York 

City's Lower East Side in 2003 and later enrolling 

at New York University's Tisch School of the 

Arts, she soon signed with Streamline Records. 

During her early time at Interscope, she worked 

as a songwriter for fellow label artists and 

captured the attention of recording artist Akon, 

who recognized her vocal abilities, and signed her 

to his own label, Kon Live Distribution. 

 

Inspired by glam rock artists like David Bowie, 

Elton John and Queen, as well as pop singers 

such as Madonna and Michael Jackson, Gaga is 

well-recognized for her outré sense of style in 

fashion, in performance and in her music videos. 

Her contributions to the music industry have 

garnered her numerous achievements including 

five Grammy Awards, among twelve 

nominations; two Guinness World Records; and 

the estimated sale of 15 million albums and 51 

million singles worldwide.  

Billboard named her the Artist of the Year in 2010, ranking her as the 73rd Artist of the 2000s decade. Gaga has been 

included in Time magazine's annual Time 100 list of the most influential people in the world as well as being listed in 

a number of Forbes' annual lists including the 100 most powerful and influential celebrities in the world and attained 

the number one spot on their annual list of the 100 most powerful celebrities. 
 

Brad Douglas Paisley is an American country music 

singer-songwriter and guitarist. His style crosses 

between traditional country and Southern rock, and 

his songs are frequently laced with humor and pop 

culture references. 

Paisley was the 2008 CMA and ACM Male Vocalist 

of the Year winner. Starting with the release of his 

1999 album Who Needs Pictures, Paisley has 

recorded seven studio albums and a Christmas 

compilation on the Arista Nashville label, with all of 

his albums certified gold or higher by the RIAA. In 

addition, he has charted 25 singles on the U.S. 

Billboard Hot Country Songs chart, 16 of which have 

reached #1 with a record 10 consecutive singles 

reaching the top spot on the chart. On November 10, 

2010, Paisley won the Entertainer of the Year award 

at the 44th annual CMA Awards. 

On March 22, 2011, Paisley's website announced a 

new beta game titled "Brad Paisley World." The 

game provides a new way for fans to interact with 

each other and view exclusive material that would 

otherwise be unavailable. On May 12, 2011, Paisley's 

website announced that he would release two songs 

on the soundtrack for the film Cars 2. 


