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Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Quebec, Canada, and Budapest, Hungary. We also 
take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft is the 
Boeing 717-200 aircraft.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Quebec, Canada – La Belle Province 
 
5. Budapest, Hungary – Pearl of the Danube 
 
8. Pilot Information 
 
9. Introducing the Boeing 717-200 – Our Newest Fleet Addition 
 
11. In-Flight Movies/Featured Music  
 
13. From the Front Desk 

The three story lobby and bar area at Los Angeles 

International Airport. 

 

Page 1 - Introduction 

The three story lobby at the Global Explorer’s 

Club located at Seattle International Airport. 
Three story Lobby/Bar at the Global Explorer’s 

Club at Washington National airport. 

Three story Lobby/Bar at the Global Explorer’s 

Club at Las Vegas International airport. 
Three story Lobby at the Global Explorer’s lub at 

Anchorage International airport. 

Member’s computer facility at the Global 

Explorer’s Club at Anchorage International 
Member’s Bar at the Global Explorer’s Club at 

Dallas/Ft. Worth airport. 

New Global Explorer’s Lounge at Beijing Airport Member check-in and lounge at London 

Heathrow’s Global Explorer Club. 

Global Explorer Member’s check-in and reception 

area Tel Aviv, Israel 



 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 2 – Quebec, Canada – La Belle Province 

Quebec is a province in east-central Canada. It is the only Canadian province with a predominantly French-speaking 

population and the only one whose sole official language is French at the provincial level. 

Quebec is Canada's largest province by area and its second-largest administrative division; only the territory of 

Nunavut is larger. It is bordered to the west by the province of Ontario, James Bay and Hudson Bay, to the north by 

Hudson Strait and Ungava Bay, to the east by the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the provinces of Newfoundland and 

Labrador and New Brunswick. It is bordered on the south by the US states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and 

New York. It also shares maritime borders with Nunavut, Prince Edward Island, and Nova Scotia. 

Quebec is Canada's second most populous province, after Ontario. Most inhabitants live in urban areas near the Saint 

Lawrence River between Montreal and Quebec City, the capital. English-speaking communities and English-

language institutions are concentrated in the west of the island of Montreal but are also significantly present in the 

Outaouais, Eastern Townships, and Gaspé regions. The Nord-du-Québec region, occupying the northern half of the 

province, is sparsely populated and inhabited primarily by Aboriginal peoples. 

 

Quebec independence debates have played a large role in the 

politics of the province. Parti Québécois governments have 

held referendums on sovereignty in 1980 and 1995; both were 

voted down by voters, the latter defeated by a very narrow 

margin. In 2006, the House of Commons of Canada passed a 

symbolic motion recognizing the "Québécois as a nation 

within a united Canada." While the province's substantial 

natural resources have long been the mainstay of its economy, 

sectors of the knowledge economy such as aerospace, 

information and communication technologies, biotechnology 

and the pharmaceutical industry also play leading roles. These 

many industries have all contributed to helping Quebec 

become the second most economically influential province, 

second only to Ontario. 



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 – Quebec, Canada – La Belle Province 

The name "Québec", which comes from the Algonquin word kébec meaning "where the river narrows", originally 

referred to the area around Quebec City where the Saint Lawrence River narrows to a cliff-lined gap. Early variations 

in the spelling of the name included Québecq (Levasseur, 1601) and Kébec (Lescarbot 1609). French explorer Samuel 

de Champlain chose the name Québec in 1608 for the colonial outpost he would use as the administrative seat for the 

French colony of New France. The province is sometimes referred to as "La belle province". 

 

The Province of Quebec was founded in the Royal Proclamation of 1763 after the Treaty of Paris formally transferred 

the French colony of Canada to Britain after the Seven Years' War. The proclamation restricted the province to an 

area along the banks of the Saint Lawrence River. The Quebec Act of 1774 expanded the territory of the province to 

include the Great Lakes and the Ohio River Valley and south of Rupert's Land, more or less restoring the borders 

previously existing under French rule before the Conquest. The Treaty of Versailles, 1783 ceded territories south of 

the Great Lakes to the United States. After the Constitutional Act of 1791, the territory was divided between Lower 

Canada and Upper Canada, with each being granted an elected legislative assembly. In 1840, these become Canada 

East and Canada West after the British Parliament unified Upper and Lower Canada into the Province of Canada. 

Quebec has three main climate regions. Southern 

and western Quebec, including most of the major 

population centers, have a humid continental climate 

(Köppen climate classification Dfb) with four 

distinct seasons having warm to occasionally hot 

and humid summers and often very cold and snowy 

winters. 



 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 – Quebec, Canada – La Belle Province 

The Lieutenant Governor represents the Queen of Canada and acts as the province's head of state. The head of 

government is the premier who leads the largest party in the unicameral National Assembly, or Assemblée 

Nationale, from which the Executive Council of Quebec is appointed. Until 1968, the Quebec legislature was 

bicameral, consisting of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly. In that year the Legislative Council 

was abolished, and the Legislative Assembly was renamed the National Assembly. Quebec was the last province to 

abolish its legislative council. The government of Quebec awards an order of merit called the National Order of 

Quebec. It is inspired in part by the French Legion of Honor. It is conferred upon men and women born or living in 

Quebec (but non-Quebeckers can be inducted as well) for outstanding achievements. The government of Quebec 

takes the majority of its revenue through the perception of a progressive income tax, a 9.5% sales tax and various 

other taxes (such as carbon, corporate and capital gains taxes), transfer payments from other provinces and direct 

payments. Quebec is the highest taxed jurisdiction in North America. 

 

Tourism plays an important role in the economy of 

Quebec. Tourism represents 2.5% of Quebec's GDP 

and nearly 400,000 people are employed in the tourism 

sector. In 2011, Quebec welcomed 26 million foreign 

tourists, most of them from the United States, France, 

the United Kingdom, Germany, Mexico and Japan.  

The province of Quebec has 22 tourist regions, each of 

which presents its geography, its history and culture. 

The capital, Quebec City, is the only fortified city in 

North America and has its own European cachet. The 

oldest Francophone city in North America, Quebec 

City was named a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 

1985 and has celebrated its 400th anniversary in 2008. 

 



 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 5 – Budapest, Hungary – Pearl of the Danube 

Budapest is the capital and the largest city of Hungary, the largest in East-Central Europe and the seventh largest in 

the European Union. It is the country's principal political, cultural, commercial, industrial, and transportation centre, 

sometimes described as the primate city of Hungary. According to 2011 Census, Budapest had 1.74 million 

inhabitants, down from its 1989 peak of 2.1 million due to suburbanization. The Budapest Commuter Area is home 

to 3.3 million people. The city covers an area of 525 square kilometers within the city limits. Budapest became a 

single city occupying both banks of the river Danube with unification on 17 November 1873 of west-bank Buda and 

Óbuda with east-bank Pest.  

The history of Budapest began with Aquincum, originally a Celtic settlement that became the Roman capital of 

Lower Pannonia. Hungarians arrived in the territory in the 9th century. Their first settlement was pillaged by the 

Mongols in 1241-42. The re-established town became one of the centers of Renaissance humanist culture in the 15th 

century. Following the Battle of Mohács and nearly 150 years of Ottoman rule, development of the region entered a 

new age of prosperity in the 18th and 19th centuries, and Budapest became a global city after the 1873 unification. 

It also became the second capital of Austria-Hungary, a 

great power that dissolved in 1918. After the Treaty of 

Trianon in 1920, when Hungary lost 72% of its former 

territory, culturally and economically the country 

became wholly Budapest-dominated. The capital 

dominates the country both by the size of its 

population—which dwarfs those of Hungary's other 

cities Budapest was the focal point of the Hungarian 

Revolution of 1848, the Hungarian Soviet Republic of 

1919, Operation Panzerfaust in 1944, the Battle of 

Budapest of 1945, and the Revolution of 1956. 



 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Budapest, Hungary – Pearl of the Danube 

Cited as one of the most beautiful cities in Europe, its extensive World Heritage Site includes the banks of the 

Danube, the Buda Castle Quarter, Andrássy Avenue, Heroes' Square and the Millennium Underground Railway, the 

second oldest in the world. Other highlights include a total of 80 geothermal springs, the world's largest thermal 

water cave system, second largest synagogue, and third largest Parliament building. The city attracts about 2.7 

million tourists a year, making it the 37th most popular city in the world according to Euromonitor.  

Considered a financial hub in Central Europe, the city ranked 3rd on MasterCard’s Emerging Markets Index, and 

ranked as the most livable Central/Eastern European city on EIU's quality of life index. It is also ranked as "Europe's 

7th most idyllic place to live" by Forbes, and as the 9th most beautiful city in the world by UCityGuides. It is the 

highest ranked Central/Eastern European city on Innovation Cities' Top 100 index. Budapest is home to the 

headquarters of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), and the first foreign office of the China 

Investment Promotion Agency.  

 

The name "Budapest" is the composition of the 

city names "Buda" and "Pest", since they were 

united to become a single city in 1873. One of 

the first occurrences of the combined name 

"Buda-Pest" was in 1831 in the book "Világ" 

written by Count István Széchenyi. The origins 

of the words "Buda" and "Pest" are obscure. 

According to chronicles from the middle ages, 

the name "Buda" comes from the name of its 

founder, Bleda, the brother of the Hunnic ruler 

Attila. The theory that "Buda" was named after 

a person is also supported by modern scholars. 

An alternative explanation suggests that 

"Buda" derives from the Slavic word for water. 



 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 – Budapest, Hungary – Pearl of the Danube 

The 525 km area of Budapest lies in central Hungary surrounded by settlements of the agglomeration in Pest 

County. The capital extends 25 and 29 kilometers in the north-south, east-west direction respectively. The Danube 

enters the city from the north; later it encircles two islands, Óbuda Island and Margaret Island. The third island 

Csepel Island is the largest of the Budapest Danube islands, however only its northernmost tip is within city limits. 

The river that separates the two parts of the city is only 230 m (755 ft) wide at its narrowest point in Budapest. Pest 

lies on the flat terrain of the Great Plain while Buda is rather hilly. Pest's terrain rises with a slight eastward gradient, 

so the easternmost parts of the city lie at the same altitude as Buda's smallest hills, notably Gellért Hill and Castle 

Hill. The Buda hills consist mainly of limestone and dolomite, the water created speleothems, the most famous ones 

being the Pálvölgyi cave and the Szemlőhegyi cave. The hills were formed in the Triassic Era. The highest point of 

the hills and of Budapest is János hill, at 527 meters (1,729 ft) above sea level. The lowest point is the line of the 

Danube which is 96 meters (315 ft) above sea level. The forests of Buda hills are environmentally protected. 

The neo-gothic Parliament, containing amongst other 

things the Hungarian crown jewels. Saint Stephen's 

Basilica, where the holy right hand of the founder of 

Hungary, King Saint Stephen is on display. The 

Hungarian cuisine and café culture: for example, 

Gerbeaud Café, and the Százéves, Biarritz, Fortuna, 

Alabárdos, Arany Szarvas, Kárpátia and the world 

famous Mátyás Pince Restaurants. There are Roman 

remains at the Aquincum Museum, and historic furniture 

at the Nagytétény Castle Museum, just 2 out of 223 

museums in Budapest. 

The Castle Hill, the River Danube embankments and the 

whole of Andrássy út have been officially recognized as 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

This month we will have the latest Global Lines’ 2X event. It will take place in Canada and is open to all Global 

Pilots. For the event we have five new paint jobs reflecting the Canada theme and special schedules for the event. 

 

The event earns 2X flight hours for our Pilots and this event also includes a special Canada/Alaska flight that will 

take the Pilots to an airport that is the farthest Northern airport in the world. It is not a commercial airport but a 

Royal Canadian Air Force ice field landing spot. It will test the Pilots’ ability to land their aircraft on and take off 

from a runway that is made of ice which makes for some real slippery conditions. Due to the short runway, we will 

utilize the Dash 8 aircraft as it has world’s famous STOL (Short Take Off and Landing) capabilities.  

 

For those Pilots using FSX, they will have the added benefit of being rewarded a medal in their FSX for landing at 

the most Northern airport in the world which is in Alert, Canada! 

 

The event will start on June 15
th

 and run until July 15
th

 and all PIREPs for the event must be filed no later than 

11:59 PM on July 14
th

 in order to qualify. 

Member check-in area at the Global Explorer’s 

club in Athens, Greece. 

Member bar area at the Global Explorer’s club in 

Athens, Greece. 

Member check-in area at the Global Explorer’s 

club in Frankfurt, Germany. 

Member bar area at the Global Explorer’s club in 

Frankfurt, Germany. 



 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 – Boeing 717-200 – Our Newest Fleet Addition 

The Boeing 717 is a twin-engine, single-aisle jet airliner, developed for the 100-seat market. The airliner was 

designed and marketed by McDonnell Douglas as the MD-95, a third-generation derivative of the DC-9. Capable of 

seating of up to 117 passengers, the 717 has maximum range of 2,060 nautical miles (3,820 km). The aircraft is 

powered by two Rolls-Royce BR715 turbofan engines. 

The first order was placed in October 1995; McDonnell Douglas and Boeing merged in 1997 prior to production, 

and the first planes entered service in 1999 as the Boeing 717. Production ceased in May 2006 after 156 were 

produced.  

 

Douglas Aircraft developed the 

DC-9 to be a short-range 

companion to their larger four 

engine DC-8 in the early 1960s. 

The DC-9 was an all-new design, 

using two rear fuselage-mounted 

Pratt & Whitney JT8D turbofan 

engines, a small, highly efficient 

wing, and a T-tail. The DC-9 first 

flew in 1965 and entered airline 

service later that year. When 

production ended in 1982 a total of 

976 DC-9s had been produced. 

The McDonnell Douglas MD-80 

series was introduced into airline 

service in 1980. The design was the 

second generation of the DC-9.  



 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 10 – Boeing 717-200 – Our Newest Fleet Addition 

It was a lengthened DC-9-50 with a higher maximum take-off weight (MTOW) and higher fuel capacity, as well as 

next-generation Pratt and Whitney JT8D-200 series engines. Nearly 1,200 MD-80s were delivered from 1980 to 

1999. 

The MD-90 was developed from the MD-80 series. It was launched in 1989 and first flew in 1993. The MD-90 was 

longer, and featured a glass cockpit (electronic instrumentation) and more powerful, quieter, fuel efficient V2525-

D5 engines, with the option of upgrading that to a V2528 engine. Only 117 MD-90 airliners were built. 

 

After McDonnell Douglas merged 

with Boeing in August 1997, most 

industry observers expected that 

Boeing would cancel development of 

the MD-95. However, Boeing 

decided to go forward with the 

design under a new name, Boeing 

717. Some believed Boeing had 

skipped the 717 model designation 

when the 720, and then the 727 

followed the 707.  

 

717 had also been used to promote 

an early design of the 720 to airlines 

before it was modified to meet 

market demands. The lack of a 

widespread use of the 717 name left 

it available to rebrand the MD-95. 



 

 

 

  

  

 

Page 11 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Chronicle 

Three high school students make an incredible discovery leading to their developing 

uncanny powers beyond their understanding. As they learn to control their abilities and use 

them to their advantage, their lives start to spin out of control, and their darker sides begin to 

take over. 

 

Science Fiction/Adventure 
 

Coriolanus 

Caius Martius 'Coriolanus' (Ralph Fiennes), a revered and feared Roman General is at odds 

with the city of Rome and his fellow citizens. Pushed by his controlling and ambitious 

mother Volumnia (Vanessa Redgrave) to seek the exalted and powerful position of Consul, 

he is loath to ingratiate himself with the masses whose votes he needs in order to secure the 

office. When the public refuses to support him, Coriolanus's anger prompts a riot that 

culminates in his expulsion from Rome. The banished hero then allies himself with his 

sworn enemy Tullus Aufidius (Gerard Butler) to take his revenge on the city. 

 

Action/Adventure 

The Vow 

A newlywed couple recovers from a car accident that puts the wife in a coma. Waking up 

with severe memory loss, her husband endeavors to win her heart again. 

 

Romance 
 

The Grey 

In The Grey, Liam Neeson leads an unruly group of oil-rig roughnecks when their plane 

crashes into the remote Alaskan wilderness. Battling mortal injuries and merciless weather, 

the survivors have only a few days to escape the icy elements - and a vicious pack of rogue 

wolves on the hunt - before their time runs out. 

 

Thriller 

This Means War 

The world's deadliest CIA operatives are inseparable partners and best friends until they fall 

for the same woman. Having once helped bring down entire enemy nations, they are now 

employing their incomparable skills and an endless array of high-tech gadgetry against their 

greatest nemesis ever - each other. 

 

Action/Adventure 
 



 

  

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

John Clayton Mayer is an American pop and blues 

rock musician, singer-songwriter, recording artist, 

and music producer. Born in Bridgeport, Ct and 

raised in Fairfield, Ct, he attended Berklee College 

of Music in Boston. He moved to Atlanta in 1997, 

where he refined his skills and gained a following, 

and he now lives in New York City His first two 

studio albums, Room for Squares and Heavier 

Things, did well commercially, achieving multi-

platinum status. In 2003, he won a Grammy Award 

for Best Male Pop Vocal Performance for "Your 

Body Is a Wonderland."  

Mayer began his career performing mainly acoustic 

rock, but gradually began a transition towards the 

blues genre in 2005 by collaborating with renowned 

blues artists such as B. B. King, Buddy Guy, and 

Eric Clapton, and by forming the John Mayer Trio. 

 

The blues influence can be heard throughout his 2005 live album Try! with the John Mayer Trio and his third studio 

album Continuum, released in September 2006. At the 49th Annual Grammy Awards in 2007 Mayer won Best Pop 

Vocal Album for Continuum and Best Male Pop Vocal Performance for "Waiting on the World to Change". He 

released his fourth studio album, Battle Studies, in November 2009. His fifth album, Born and Raised, was released 

on May 22, 2012. He has sold over 10 million albums in the U.S. and 20 million albums worldwide. 

 

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins better known simply as 

Adele, is an English singer-songwriter and 

musician. Adele was offered a recording contract 

from XL Recordings after a friend posted her demo 

on MySpace in 2006. The next year she received 

the Brit Awards "Critics' Choice" award and won 

the BBC Sound of 2008. Her debut album, 19, was 

released in 2008 to much commercial and critical 

success. The album is certified four times platinum 

in the UK, and double platinum in the US. Her 

career in the US was boosted by a Saturday Night 

Live appearance in late 2008. At the 2009 Grammy 

Awards, Adele received the awards for Best New 

Artist and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance.  

Adele released her second album, 21, in early 2011. 

The album was well received critically and 

surpassed the success of her debut. 21 helped Adele 

earn six Grammy Awards in 2012 including Album 

of the Year, equaling the record for most Grammy 

 
Awards won by a female artist in one night. The album has also helped her receive numerous other awards, including 

two Brit Awards and three American Music Awards. The album has been certified 16 times platinum in the UK; in 

the US the album has held the top position longer than any other album since 1985. The success of 21 earned Adele 

numerous mentions in the Guinness Book Of World Records. She is the first artist to sell more than 3 million copies 

of an album in a year in the UK. With her two albums and the first two singles from 21, "Rolling in the Deep" and 

"Someone Like You", Adele became the first living artist to achieve the feat of two top five hits in both the UK 

Official Singles Chart and the Official Albums Chart simultaneously since the Beatles in 1964. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

Page 13 – From the Front Desk 

 
 

FROM THE FRONT DESK 

June, 2012 
 
 

Greetings again from the front desk. 

 

This month starts our special 2X event in Canada! This event brings with it five new paint jobs for Global aircraft, 

two for Global Express Airways and three for Global Air International. For this event, Global Air International will 

lend the International and long haul support bringing our passengers and Pilots from distant international destinations 

including Japan, Germany, Columbia and Brazil as well as from across the great expanses of Canada itself. Global 

Express Airways will provide the destinations throughout Canada itself (excluding long haul cross Canada flights) and 

will include a special Canada/Alaska flight that will take our Pilots to the farthest Northern airport in the world at 

Alert, Canada! This will also test their skills as Alert has an ice field for a landing strip. For our Pilots who are using 

FSX, upon landing in Alert, they will also be awarded a medal of honor for landing at this far North airport by their 

FSX. 

 

We are still awaiting our Chief Pilot Bill Dawson’s completed flight plans for his around the world flight tour. He is 

still currently in the planning stage which can take some time because he has to plan out all stops and calculate flight 

distances to insure that his aircraft will be able to make it without running out of fuel. Also part of the planning is to 

insure that all of the airports he visits actually have refueling capabilities because, as I warned him, “if Global has to 

pay to take apart your aircraft and fly it back home, you might as well plan on living there because we won’t be 

bringing you home with it.” We look forward to seeing his final draft for his amazing flight soon. 

 

We are still accepting requests from all Pilots on new cities they might like to see us add to our schedules at both 

Global Express Airways and Global Air International. If you have a favorite city not already served by Global Lines, 

feel free to drop me a note from one of the web sites and I will be more than happy to have it checked out for possible 

inclusion in our flight schedules. 

 

Summer is here. And as reminded in the last issue, as our Pilots go out in the sunshine and on vacation trips, PLEASE 

remember that we all have a minimum of monthly flights so if you are unable to make your flight(s) due to that, 

please let your Flight Crew Manager know so you can get a temporary leave of absence to allow you to both enjoy 

your vacation and not risk being dropped from the roster for inactivity/missed PIREP report(s). Thanking you all in 

advance for your responsible actions to assist in this matter. 

 

 

Until the next time……… Safe Flight Always! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

James “Mick” Taylor 
 
 

James “Mick” Taylor - GL-0004   

CEO Global Express Airways / Global Air International  
 

 


