
 
 
 

   Global Aviation 
 
 

 

Issue 7/ March 2011  

M 
A 
G 
A 
Z 
I 
N 
E 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 1 - Introduction  

Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will take a look at two 

more Global Lines cities San Francisco, California and Amsterdam, Netherlands. We also take another look at 

a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft is the McDonnell Douglas MD-11F 

Freighter.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  
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Page 2 – San Francisco, California – The Barbary Coast 

San Francisco, officially the City and 

County of San Francisco, is the fourth 

most populous city in California and 

the 12th most populous city in the 

United States, with a 2009 estimated 

population of 815,358. The only 

consolidated city-county in California, 

it encompasses a land area of 

46.7 square miles (121 km
2
) on the 

northern end of the San Francisco 

Peninsula, giving it a density of 17,323 

people/mi² (6,688.4 people/km²). It is 

the most densely settled large city in 

California and the second-most densely 

populated large city in the United 

States. San Francisco is the financial, 

cultural, and transportation center of 

the San Francisco Bay Area, a region 

of more than 7.4 million people.  

 

In 1776, the Spanish established a fort at the Golden Gate and a mission named for Francis of Assisi on the site. The 

California Gold Rush in 1848 propelled the city into a period of rapid growth, increasing the population in one year 

from 1,000 to 25,000, and thus transforming it into the largest city on the West Coast at the time. After three-quarters 

of the city was destroyed by the 1906 earthquake and fire, San Francisco was quickly rebuilt, hosting the Panama-

Pacific International Exposition nine years later. During World War II, San Francisco was the port of embarkation 

for service members shipping out to the Pacific Theater. After the war, the confluence of returning servicemen, 

massive immigration, liberalizing attitudes, and other factors led to the Summer of Love and the gay rights 

movement, cementing San Francisco as a center of liberal activism in the United States. 

Today, San Francisco is a popular international tourist destination, renowned for its chilly summer fog, steep rolling 

hills, eclectic mix of Victorian and modern architecture and its famous landmarks, including the Golden Gate Bridge, 

cable cars, and Chinatown. The city is also a principal banking and finance center, and the home to more than 30 

international financial institutions, helping to make San Francisco eighteenth place in the world's top producing 

cities, ninth in the United States, and fifteenth place in the top twenty Global Financial Centers. 

 

The earliest archaeological evidence 

of inhabitation of the territory of the 

city of San Francisco dates to 3000 

BC. The Yelamu group of the Ohlone 

people resided in several small 

villages when a Spanish exploration 

party, led by Don Gaspar de Portolà 

arrived on November 2, 1769, the first 

documented European visit to San 

Francisco Bay. Seven years later, on 

March 28, 1776, the Spanish 

established the Presidio of San 

Francisco, followed by a mission, 

Mission San Francisco de Asís. 

Upon independence from Spain in 

1821, the area became part of Mexico. 

Under Mexican rule, the mission 

system gradually ended and its lands 

began to be privatized. 
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Entrepreneurs sought to capitalize 

on the wealth generated by the 

Gold Rush. Early winners were 

the banking industry which saw 

the founding of Wells Fargo in 

1852 and the Bank of California 

in 1864. Development of the Port 

of San Francisco and the 

establishment in 1869 of overland 

access to the Eastern US rail 

system via the newly completed 

Pacific Railroad (which the city 

had earlier assisted in financing 

only reluctantly) both also helped 

make the city and surrounding 

Bay Area a center for trade. 

 

Catering to the needs of the 

growing population, Levi Strauss 

opened a dry goods business and 

Domingo Ghirardelli began 

manufacturing chocolate. 

At 5:12 am on April 18, 1906, a major earthquake struck San Francisco and northern California. As buildings 

collapsed from the shaking, ruptured gas lines ignited fires that would spread across the city and burn out of control 

for several days. With water mains out of service, the Presidio Artillery Corps attempted to contain the inferno by 

dynamiting blocks of buildings to create firebreaks. More than three-quarters of the city lay in ruins, including 

almost the entire downtown core. 

 

In ensuing years, the city solidified its standing as a financial capital; in the wake of the 1929 stock market crash, 

not a single San Francisco-based bank failed. Indeed, it was at the height of the Great Depression that San Francisco 

undertook two great civil engineering projects, simultaneously constructing the San Francisco – Oakland Bay 

Bridge and the Golden Gate Bridge, completing them in 1936 and 1937 respectively. 

A popular quote incorrectly attributed to Mark Twain is "The 

coldest winter I ever spent was a summer in San Francisco." 

San Francisco's climate is characteristic of the cool-summer 

Mediterranean climate of California’s coast with mild, wet 

winters and cool, dry summers. Since it is surrounded on three 

sides by water, San Francisco's weather is strongly influenced 

by the cool currents of the Pacific Ocean, which moderates 

temperature swings and produces a remarkably mild year-round 

climate with little seasonal temperature variation. 

Due to its sharp topography and maritime influences, San 

Francisco exhibits a multitude of distinct microclimates. The 

high hills in the geographic center of the city are responsible for 

a 20% variance in annual rainfall between different parts of the 

city. They also protect neighborhoods directly to their east from 

the foggy and sometimes very cold and windy conditions 

experienced in the Sunset District; for those who live on the 

eastern side of the city, San Francisco is sunnier, with an 

average of 260 clear days, and only 105 cloudy days per year. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 – Amsterdam, Netherlands – Windmills and Tulips 

Amsterdam (pronounced /ˈæmstərdæm/; 

Dutch [ˌɑmstərˈdɑm]) is the capital and 

largest city of the Netherlands, with an urban 

population of 1,364,422 and a metropolitan 

population of 2,158,372. The city is located 

in the province of North Holland in the west 

of the country. It comprises the northern part 

of the Randstad, the sixth-largest 

metropolitan area in Europe, with a 

population of approximately 8.1 million. 

Its name is derived from Amstellerdam, 

indicative of the city's origin: a dam in the 

river Amstel.  

Settled as a small fishing village in the late 12th century, Amsterdam became one of the most important ports in the 

world during the Dutch Golden Age, a result of its innovative developments in trade. 

During that time, the city was the leading centre for finance and diamonds. In the 19th and 20th centuries, the city 

expanded, and many new neighborhoods and suburbs were formed. The 17th-century canals of Amsterdam (in 

Dutch: 'Grachtengordel'), located in the heart of Amsterdam, were added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 

July 2010. 

The city is the financial and cultural capital of the Netherlands. Many large Dutch institutions have their 

headquarters there, and 7 of the world's top 500 companies, including Philips and ING, are based in the city. In 

2010, Amsterdam was ranked 13th globally on quality of living by Mercer, and previously ranked 3rd in innovation 

by 2thinknow in the Innovation Cities Index 2009.  

The Amsterdam Stock Exchange, the oldest stock exchange in the world, is located in the city centre. Amsterdam's 

main attractions, including its historic canals, the Rijksmuseum, the Van Gogh Museum, Stedelijk Museum, 

Hermitage Amsterdam, Anne Frank House, its red-light district, and its many cannabis coffee shops draw more than 

3.66 million international visitors annually. 

 
Amsterdam is part of the province of 

North-Holland and is located in the west 

of the Netherlands next to the provinces 

of Utrecht and Flevoland. The river 

Amstel terminates in the city centre and 

connects to a large number of canals that 

eventually terminate in the IJ. 

Amsterdam is situated 2 meters above 

sea level. The surrounding land is flat as 

it is formed of large polders. To the 

southwest of the city lies a man-made 

forest called het Amsterdamse Bos. 

Amsterdam is connected to the North Sea 

through the long North Sea Canal. 

Amsterdam is intensely urbanized, as is 

the Amsterdam metropolitan area 

surrounding the city. Comprising 219.4 

square kilometers of land, the city proper 

has 4,457 inhabitants per km
2
 and 2,275 

houses per km
2
. Parks and nature 

reserves make up 12% of Amsterdam's 

land area. 

 

Amsterdam has a cool oceanic climate strongly influenced by its 

proximity to the North Sea. Winter temperatures are cool to mild. 

Amsterdam, as well as most of the North-Holland province, lies in 

Hardiness zone 9, the northernmost such occurrence in continental 

Europe. 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 5 – Amsterdam, Netherlands – Windmills and Tulips 

Amsterdam has a rich architectural history. The 

oldest building in Amsterdam is the Oude Kerk (Old 

Church), at the heart of the Wallen, consecrated in 

1306. The oldest wooden building is het Houten 

Huys at the Begijnhof. It was constructed around 

1425 and is one of only two existing wooden 

buildings. It is also one of the few examples of 

Gothic architecture in Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam is the capital of the Netherlands in a 

technical legal sense. The present version of the 

Dutch constitution mentions "Amsterdam" and 

"capital" only in one place, chapter 2, article 32: The 

king's confirmation by oath and his coronation take 

place in "the capital Amsterdam" ("de hoofdstad 

Amsterdam"). Previous versions of the constitution 

spoke of "the city of Amsterdam" ("de stad 

Amsterdam"), without mention of capital. In any 

case, the seat of the government, parliament and 

Supreme Court of the Netherlands is (and always has 

been, with the exception of a brief period between 

1808 and 1810) located at The Hague. Foreign 

embassies are also in The Hague. The capital of 

North Holland is Haarlem. 

 

Amsterdam is one of the most popular tourist destinations 

in Europe, receiving more than 4.63 million international 

visitors annually. 

De Wallen, also known as Walletjes or Rosse Buurt, is a 

designated area for legalized prostitution and is 

Amsterdam's largest and most well known red-light 

district. This neighborhood has become a famous tourist 

attraction. It consists of a network of roads and alleys 

containing several hundred small, one-room apartments 

rented by sex workers who offer their services from 

 

behind a window or glass door, typically illuminated with red lights. Amsterdam is famous for its vibrant and 

diverse nightlife. The two main nightlife areas are the Leidseplein and the Rembrandtplein. 

Amsterdam has many cafes. They range from large and modern to small and cozy. The typical Bruine Kroeg 

(brown cafe) breathes a more old fashioned atmosphere with dimmed lights, candles, and somewhat older clientele. 

Most cafes have terraces in summertime. A common sight on the Leidseplein during summer is a square full of 

terraces packed with people drinking beer or wine. 

 

 

The housing market is heavily 

regulated. In Amsterdam, 55% 

of existing housing and 80% 

of new housing is owned by 

Housing Associations, which 

are Government sponsored 

entities. 

Squat properties are common 

throughout Amsterdam, due to 

property law strongly favoring 

tenants. A number of these 

squats have become well 

known, such as OT301, 

Vrankrijk (closed down by 

city government), and the 

Binnenpret, and several are 

now businesses, such as health 

clubs and licensed restaurants. 

 



 

 

 

 
A Global Air MD-11F Freighter flies over downtown San Francisco on its way to the Orient 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Introducing the MD-11F – Warehouses in the Sky 

The McDonnell Douglas MD-11F is a three-engine medium- to long-range wide body freight jet airliner, 

manufactured by McDonnell Douglas and, later, by Boeing Commercial Airplanes. Based on the DC-10, it features 

a stretched fuselage, increased wingspan with winglets, refined airfoils on the wing and smaller tailplane, new 

engines and increased use of composite materials. Two of its engines are mounted on underwing pylons and a third 

engine at the base of the vertical stabilizer. It also features an all-digital glass cockpit that decreases the flight deck 

crew from the three required on the DC-10 to two by eliminating the necessity for a flight engineer. 

The MD-11 was one of the first commercial designs to employ a computer-assisted pitch stability augmentation 

system that featured a fuel ballast tank in the tailplane, and a partly computer-driven horizontal stabilizer. Updates 

to the software package have achieved a situation where the plane's handling characteristics in manual flight are 

comparable to the DC-10, despite a much greater fuel efficiency achieved by the lessened drag of the smaller 

tailplane. 

After McDonnell Douglas merged with Boeing in 1997, the new company decided that MD-11 production would 

continue, though only for the freighter variant. However, in 1998 Boeing announced it would end MD-11 

production after filling current orders. The last passenger MD-11 built was delivered to Sabena in April 1998. The 

last two MD-11s were manufactured during June and September 2000, and delivered to Lufthansa Cargo on 

February 22 and January 21, 2001 respectively. 

 

The MD-11 features a two-crew cockpit that incorporates six 

interchangeable CRT-units and advanced Honeywell VIA 2000 computers. 

The cockpit design is called Advanced Common Flight deck (ACF) and is 

shared with the Boeing 717. Flight deck features include an Electronic 

Instrument System, a dual Flight Management System, a Central Fault 

Display System, and GPS. Category IIIb automatic landing capability for 

bad-weather operations and Future Air Navigation Systems are available. 

The MD-11 incorporates hydraulic fuses to prevent catastrophic loss of 

control in event of a hydraulic failure. 
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MD-11F (53 built): the Freight transport aircraft was the second variant on offer at launch in 1986 and was the last 

and longest (1988–2000) manufactured version. The all-cargo aircraft features the same forward port side cargo door 

(140 in x 102 in - 3.56 m x 2.59 m) as the MD-11CF, a main deck volume of 15,530 cubic feet (447 m
3
), a 

maximum payload of 200,151 lb (90,787 kg) and can transport 26 pallets of the same dimensions (88 in X 125 in 

(2.23 m X 3.18 m) or 96 in X 125 in (2.44 m X 3.18 m)) as for the MD-11C and MD-11CF. The MD-11F was 

delivered between 1991 and 2001 to FedEx Express (22), Lufthansa Cargo (14), and other airlines with fewer 

aircraft. 

 

MD-11CF (6 built): the Convertible Freighter variant was launched in 1991 by an order from Martinair for 3 aircraft 

plus two options. The MD-11CF feature a large forward port side cargo door (140 in x 102 in - 3.56 m x 2.59 m) 

located between the first two passenger doors, and can be used in an all passenger- or in an all cargo-configuration. 

As a freighter, it can transport twenty six pallets of the same dimensions (88 in X 125 in (2.23 m x 3.18 m) or 96 in x 

125 in (2.44 m x 3.18 m)) as for the MD-11C and MD-11F for a main deck cargo volume of 14,508 cubic feet 

(410.8 m
3
) and offers a maximum payload of 196,928 lb (89,325 kg). All six MD-11CFs were delivered to Martinair 

(4) and World Airways (2) during 1995. The two World Airways aircraft have been converted to freighter-only in 

2002.
 

 

MD-11 Boeing Converted Freighter (BCF) - Boeing and its group of international affiliates offer a conversion of 

used passenger airliners into freighters. The MD-11BCF is one of the models offered. 

In an effort to improve fuel efficiency, McDonnell Douglas 

designed the MD-11’s center of gravity to be much further aft than 

other commercial aircraft. This significantly reduces the margin for 

error during the takeoff and landing phases. A number of operators 

have introduced special training to assist crews in safely handling 

the MD-11's critical phases of flight. Some airlines, such as Finnair, 

Martinair and FedEx have made the structural changes required to 

allow their aircraft to have the higher MTOW. Swissair's 16 newly 

delivered aircraft were retrofitted with all the features except for the 

extra fuel tank and were so-designated MD-11AH for Advanced 

Heavy. 



 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

The Updating Of A Fleet 

 

By Roy Cantu 

 

When Global Express and Global International were proposed we knew that it was going to be a monumental task 

to bring you a fleet worthy of looking at when in the external view. From the flight deck the pilot has little concern 

about colors and stripes unless they are indicators gone awry on his instrument panel. 

 

The creation of a fleet and the upgrading of the fleet is a responsibility of the staff who must create and approve an 

aircraft both in appearance and in function, that is our logo and name being represented and it is taken seriously by 

everyone so we try and do it right the first time.  

 

At Global you may have seen some recent changes in the fleet as we have been busy in the paint hangar bringing 

you what we hope are some upgraded and pretty airplanes.  Well, we think they are pretty, and we hope you do as 

well. Painting such aircraft is a difficult task because we either have to repaint aircraft by those who provide them 

or we upgrade ones we currently have in the fleet.  
 

 
 

Aircraft from a livery package 

 

Sometimes it is easier to find a totally new aircraft because we must first convert a painted aircraft to a blank one 

then add our paint. Now one might think this is a simple task but I think if we were to ask Steve Korin our painter 

he will tell you the hours involved are numerous. Steve paints or repaints the primary areas of our Global aircraft 

and I get the honor of adding to Steve’s work by providing some of the extras that go into the project. This is an 

area I have a lot of fun with because adding slight touches to our paint projects is what differentiates our aircraft 

from the norm. Steve likes to refer to such additions as "eye candy" and over time I have adopted the term as well. 

 

 
One probably wonders, what is the big deal, you take a white aircraft, dab some paint and bingo, you have an 

aircraft that will fly you to all corners of the globe. Although this is somewhat true, it goes beyond the paint 

because before you splash a little paint you need to find out if that aircraft will even fly and believe us when we 

say that there are aircraft out there that fly like bricks. There have been several cases where some "hand me down" 

aircraft were modified so badly because the author was worried about paint but his aircraft couldn't reach cruise 

altitude unless it had a dozen JATO rockets attached to its behind. Most quality control or preview will catch such 

nasty beasts (the aircraft not the authors) before they make paint but some get through to the FS community. So 

you don't get such lame ducks, we test and certify all of our aircraft for air worthiness in both FS9 and FSX, if it 

does not fly in both, it doesn't make it to the paint hangar, no exceptions and when we are done with testing, we 

head over to the paint department. 
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Repainted aircraft are usually flat images where the aircraft livery is erased and new paint is added. These repaints 

are sometimes the only type of aircraft available and they are the most difficult to work with. Whenever possible we 

at Global find and paint aircraft from paint kits provided by authors and it is these kits that make our job fun because 

we can paint the base layer and add more layers on top of that base in the form of that eye candy mentioned earlier. 

If one were to take a kit and simply upload it to the flight-sim program you would find a white ghost with no 

markings and in some cases no items such as static ports, pitot tubes, or rivet seams. In painting a basic repaint one 

can end up covering some of the esthetics such as those rivet lines but in a kit you can paint below or between the 

lines and leave the esthetics untouched. It is much like an overhead projector where one can add or take away sheets 

of film in presentations, we all used to see these in school. 

 

 
 

Aircraft with basic paint added 

 

The plus of adding the aircraft from a kit is that we can save that kit and later change the basic paint or other items 

such as logos or enhance various components of the aircraft. Where this is really evident is in our previous events 

where we used the B787 in Vancouver BC for the Olympics, converted it back to a basic 787, added a kangaroo for 

our Australia event, converted it back to the basic aircraft design, changed the base design to the new paint format 

with the added white stripe on the fuselage and then added eye candy for the NYC Big Apple program of last month 

and then back to the new paint format. All of this was accomplished by adding, deleting or modifying layers in a 

single paint kit and I must say, a knowledge of the paint program Photoshop is a real advantage in this area. If later 

we want to put a photo of a Saint Bernard on the tail, nothing to it but don't worry, we don't paint dogs on airplanes, 

or do we? 
 

 
 

Completed aircraft ready for service 

 

As hard as we work on aircraft and paint we can and do make mistakes. On one aircraft we had the words Global 

reversed, on another the American flag was inverted and on another the wings were facing the wrong way. We see 

these things and we have a good chuckle over them and we make them right so you don't have to deal with them. 
 

We at Global hope you enjoy the upgrading of our GAI fleet that is currently underway, it comes with the hope that 

you will carry a little pride if you happen to be en-route to Copenhagen, Tokyo, Bombay or on a San Francisco to 

Hawaii flight and someone comes to your flight deck and you show them an external view. For us it is not 

uncommon to hear the word "wow" when someone not familiar with flight-sim does see a Global aircraft at sunset 

from a chase plane. 

 



 

  

 

 
 

During the January Big Apple Event, the Sikorsky helicopters at Global Express Airways were kept  

busy and full with over 25,000+ paid sightseeing tours of the New York City area. 

 

 
 

A Global Air International 787-800 Dreamliner in New York paint flies over Manhattan Island 

During the January 2011 Big Apple 2X event 
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In late January/early February, Global Express Airways added the Boeing 757-200 (as seen above) to the fleet.  

This beautiful Aircraft will enable us to better serve our coast to coast flights which also started at the same time.  

We also now use the aircraft on selected flights to the Hawaiian Islands. Those aircraft also have a special  

Hawaiian paint scheme as seen below. 

 

 
 

Our new coast to coast flights at Global Express Airways include Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, Oakland,  

San Jose, Los Angeles and San Diego to Boston, New York Kennedy and LaGuardia, Newark, Philadelphia,  

Washington, D.C. and Miami and tie in to Global Air International’s passenger & Freight services. 
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Dinner for Schmucks 

An ambitious executive accepts an invitation from his boss to attend a dinner party where 

high-powered professionals make fun of unsuspecting dimwits in this remake of Francis 

Veber's 1998 comedy The Dinner Game. Upwardly mobile executive Tim (Paul Rudd) has just 

landed his company an extremely wealthy Swiss client when his boss, Lance (Bruce 

Greenwood), invites him to an exclusive, yet unusually mean-spirited dinner party where each 

of the high-powered executives brings a guest to make fun of. Recognizing that his long-

awaited promotion is finally within reach, Tim begins to have second thoughts about 

participating in the elaborate charade when his longtime girlfriend, voices intense disdain for 

the idea. 

COMEDY 

Red 

A group of former government assassins fights back against the CIA after they're targeted for 

knowing too much in this adaptation of Warren Ellis' acclaimed DC Comics graphic novels. 

Frank Moses (Bruce Willis) used to be a hired gun for the CIA. Along with Joe (Morgan 

Freeman), Marvin (John Malkovich), and Victoria (Helen Mirren), Frank's specialty was 

carrying out contracts that the government didn't want the public to know about. These days,  

Frank and his old gang are all retired, but the powers that be are still concerned that they know 

too much, and dispatch a team of top assassins to ensure their silence. Now, Frank and his 

former team members realize that their only hope for survival is to break into CIA 

headquarters and expose the truth. 

ACTION/ADVENTURE 

Secretariat 

A housewife with little knowledge of horse-racing fosters one of the greatest race horses of all 

time as the story of the 1973 Triple Crown winner comes to the screen in this inspirational 

underdog drama based on the novel Secretariat: The Making of a Champion by William Nack 

and starring Diane Lane and John Malkovich. Penny Chenery (Lane) is a devoted mother and 

housewife whose ailing father is the proprietor of Meadow Stables in Virginia. When her 

father becomes too ill to tend to his horses, Penny agrees to take over the stables despite her 

inexperience. Desperate, she turns to veteran horse trainer Lucien Laurin (Malkovich) to help 

show her the ropes. 

FAMILY ADVENTURE 

The Social Network 

The year was 2003. As prohibitively expensive technology became affordable to the masses 

and the Internet made it easy to stay in touch with people who were halfway across the world, 

Harvard undergrad and computer programming wizard Mark Zuckerberg (Jesse Eisenberg) 

launched a website with the potential to alter the very fabric of our society. At the time, 

Zuckerberg was just six years away from making his first million. But his hearty payday 

would come at a high price, because despite all of Zuckerberg's wealth and success, his 

personal life began to suffer as he became mired in legal disputes, and discovered that many of 

the 500 million people he had befriended during his rise to the top were eager to see him fall. 

SOCIAL COMMENTARY 

Takers 

A Los Angeles detective races to bust a group of notorious thieves before they can carry out a 

20-million-dollar heist in this crime thriller from director/co-screenwriter John Luessenhop 

and writing partner Avery Duff. Their heists are planned to perfection, and they never leave 

behind a shred of evidence. But when greed gets the best of the gang and they agree to  

one last job, one seasoned detective (Matt Dillon) vows to put them behind bars  

for good. 

ACTION/DRAMA 



 

 

 

 

  

Page 13 – In-Flight movies/featured music 

Alphaville was born in early 1982, when Marian 

Gold and Bernhard Lloyd met each other at the music 

project Nelson Community. Some months later, Frank 

Mertens joined the project. Together the three wrote 

Forever Young and recorded their first demo of the 

same name. In 1984, the newly-renamed Alphaville 

released their debut single, "Big in Japan", which 

Gold wrote in 1979 after hearing the music of Holly 

Johnson's band Big in Japan. In autumn 1984, they 

released their debut album, Forever Young. Despite 

its success, Frank Mertens left the band that year and 

was replaced in January 1985 by Ricky Echolette 

(born Wolfgang Neuhaus, in Cologne on 7 August 

1960), who was credited on the Forever Young 

album. 

"Big In Japan" was Alphaville's biggest hit, topping 

the charts in Germany, Greece, Switzerland, Sweden, 

Venezuela and the U.S. Billboard Dance Chart (the 

group's only Top 10 on any Billboard chart). The 

single also reached the Top Five in Italy, the 

Netherlands, Norway, Austria, Ireland and South 

Africa. It became the group's only Top 20 single in 

the UK, peaking at #8. 

 

 

John Lee Hooker (August 22, 1917 – June 21, 2001) 

was an American blues singer-songwriter and 

guitarist, born near Clarksdale, Mississippi. Hooker 

began his life as the son of a sharecropper, William 

Hooker, and rose to prominence performing his own 

unique style of what was originally closest to Delta 

blues. He developed a 'talking blues' style that was 

his trademark. Though similar to the early Delta 

blues, his music was metrically free. John Lee 

Hooker could be said to embody his own unique 

genre of the blues, often incorporating the boogie-

woogie piano style and a driving rhythm into his 

masterful and idiosyncratic blues guitar and singing. 

His best known songs include "Boogie Chillen'" 

(1948) and "Boom Boom" (1962). 

Hooker's life experiences were chronicled by several 

scholars and often read like a classic case study in the 

racism of the music industry, although he eventually 

rose to prominence with memorable songs and 

influence on a generation of musicians. 

Hooker's recording career began in 1948 when his 

agent placed a demo, made by Hooker, with the 

Bihari brothers, owners of the Modern Records label. 

The company initially released an up-tempo number, 

"Boogie Chillen'", which became Hooker's first hit 

single. 
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FROM THE FRONT DESK 

March, 2011 

 

 

 

Since I addressed everyone in the last February issue, we have had a couple of noteworthy items take place at 

Global. We are pleased to announce the delivery of our new Global Express, Boeing 757-200 ahead of schedule. 

The 757 has had a long and successful history in the transportation of passengers and goods and with the two new 

aircraft "City of Everett" and "Maui Express" having been pressed into service it gives Global Express a new 

perspective in flight services connecting major cities both on the mainland and to the Hawaiian Islands. 

 

I am also pleased to announce that Global International has completed the purchase of several new Boeing 737-

900's to replace Global Internationals 737-800's.  Also ahead of schedule, the 900's are now in service covering 

routes that were previously flown with the 800.  The 737-900 is designed to carry approximately the same number 

of passengers more economically and with greater comfort and range and efficiency then the current 800 models 

and with advanced avionics, should be a nice improvement over our previous 737. The 900's are now in the 

Global International fleet hangar, we hope you enjoy the new ride. 

 

On February 2nd, Global purchased the former buildings and hangars at the Van Nuys airport once served by the 

former airline Metro West. The new 37 million dollar facility will be used for limited west coast service which 

will handle turboprop and small jet service provided by Global Express. Van Nuys is the airport of choice for 

those doing business and travel in the greater Los Angeles metropolitan area and will be Global Internationals 

headquarters during the winter months with operations shifting back to Salt Lake City during the spring and 

summer months. Van Nuys will also serve the needs of Global financial and management for west coast 

operations. Van Nuys went into service only a few days ago with ribbon cutting on Saturday February 26th.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Roy Cantu 
 
 

Roy Cantu  GL-0001 

CEO Global Express / Global Air International 
 


