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Page 1 - Introduction  

Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will take a look at two 

more Global Lines cities San Francisco, California and Amsterdam, Netherlands. We also take another look at 

a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This monthôs featured aircraft is the McDonnell Douglas MD-11F 

Freighter.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  
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Page 2 ð San Francisco , California  ð The Barbary Coast  

San Francisco, officially the City and 

County of San Francisco, is the fourth 

most populous city in California and 

the 12th most populous city in the 

United States, with a 2009 estimated 

population of 815,358. The only 

consolidated city-county in California, 

it encompasses a land area of 

46.7 square miles (121 km
2
) on the 

northern end of the San Francisco 

Peninsula, giving it a density of 17,323 

people/mi² (6,688.4 people/km²). It is 

the most densely settled large city in 

California and the second-most densely 

populated large city in the United 

States. San Francisco is the financial, 

cultural, and transportation center of 

the San Francisco Bay Area, a region 

of more than 7.4 million people.  

 

In 1776, the Spanish established a fort at the Golden Gate and a mission named for Francis of Assisi on the site. The 

California Gold Rush in 1848 propelled the city into a period of rapid growth, increasing the population in one year 

from 1,000 to 25,000, and thus transforming it into the largest city on the West Coast at the time. After three-quarters 

of the city was destroyed by the 1906 earthquake and fire, San Francisco was quickly rebuilt, hosting the Panama-

Pacific International Exposition nine years later. During World War II, San Francisco was the port of embarkation 

for service members shipping out to the Pacific Theater. After the war, the confluence of returning servicemen, 

massive immigration, liberalizing attitudes, and other factors led to the Summer of Love and the gay rights 

movement, cementing San Francisco as a center of liberal activism in the United States. 

Today, San Francisco is a popular international tourist destination, renowned for its chilly summer fog, steep rolling 

hills, eclectic mix of Victorian and modern architecture and its famous landmarks, including the Golden Gate Bridge, 

cable cars, and Chinatown. The city is also a principal banking and finance center, and the home to more than 30 

international financial institutions, helping to make San Francisco eighteenth place in the world's top producing 

cities, ninth in the United States, and fifteenth place in the top twenty Global Financial Centers. 

 

The earliest archaeological evidence 

of inhabitation of the territory of the 

city of San Francisco dates to 3000 

BC. The Yelamu group of the Ohlone 

people resided in several small 

villages when a Spanish exploration 

party, led by Don Gaspar de Portolà 

arrived on November 2, 1769, the first 

documented European visit to San 

Francisco Bay. Seven years later, on 

March 28, 1776, the Spanish 

established the Presidio of San 

Francisco, followed by a mission, 

Mission San Francisco de Asís. 

Upon independence from Spain in 

1821, the area became part of Mexico. 

Under Mexican rule, the mission 

system gradually ended and its lands 

began to be privatized. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 ð San Francisco, California ð The Barbary Coast  

Entrepreneurs sought to capitalize 

on the wealth generated by the 

Gold Rush. Early winners were 

the banking industry which saw 

the founding of Wells Fargo in 

1852 and the Bank of California 

in 1864. Development of the Port 

of San Francisco and the 

establishment in 1869 of overland 

access to the Eastern US rail 

system via the newly completed 

Pacific Railroad (which the city 

had earlier assisted in financing 

only reluctantly) both also helped 

make the city and surrounding 

Bay Area a center for trade. 

 

Catering to the needs of the 

growing population, Levi Strauss 

opened a dry goods business and 

Domingo Ghirardelli began 

manufacturing chocolate. 

At 5:12 am on April 18, 1906, a major earthquake struck San Francisco and northern California. As buildings 

collapsed from the shaking, ruptured gas lines ignited fires that would spread across the city and burn out of control 

for several days. With water mains out of service, the Presidio Artillery Corps attempted to contain the inferno by 

dynamiting blocks of buildings to create firebreaks. More than three-quarters of the city lay in ruins, including 

almost the entire downtown core. 

 

In ensuing years, the city solidified its standing as a financial capital; in the wake of the 1929 stock market crash, 

not a single San Francisco-based bank failed. Indeed, it was at the height of the Great Depression that San Francisco 

undertook two great civil engineering projects, simultaneously constructing the San Francisco ï Oakland Bay 

Bridge and the Golden Gate Bridge, completing them in 1936 and 1937 respectively. 

A popular quote incorrectly attributed to Mark Twain is "The 

coldest winter I ever spent was a summer in San Francisco." 

San Francisco's climate is characteristic of the cool-summer 

Mediterranean climate of Californiaôs coast with mild, wet 

winters and cool, dry summers. Since it is surrounded on three 

sides by water, San Francisco's weather is strongly influenced 

by the cool currents of the Pacific Ocean, which moderates 

temperature swings and produces a remarkably mild year-round 

climate with little seasonal temperature variation. 

Due to its sharp topography and maritime influences, San 

Francisco exhibits a multitude of distinct microclimates. The 

high hills in the geographic center of the city are responsible for 

a 20% variance in annual rainfall between different parts of the 

city. They also protect neighborhoods directly to their east from 

the foggy and sometimes very cold and windy conditions 

experienced in the Sunset District; for those who live on the 

eastern side of the city, San Francisco is sunnier, with an 

average of 260 clear days, and only 105 cloudy days per year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 ð Amsterdam, Netherlands ð Windmills and Tulips  

Amsterdam (pronounced /æ̈͂mstᴅrdæm/; 

Dutch [ῄὄmstᴅr῁dὄm]) is the capital and 

largest city of the Netherlands, with an urban 

population of 1,364,422 and a metropolitan 

population of 2,158,372. The city is located 

in the province of North Holland in the west 

of the country. It comprises the northern part 

of the Randstad, the sixth-largest 

metropolitan area in Europe, with a 

population of approximately 8.1 million. 

Its name is derived from Amstellerdam, 

indicative of the city's origin: a dam in the 

river Amstel.  

Settled as a small fishing village in the late 12th century, Amsterdam became one of the most important ports in the 

world during the Dutch Golden Age, a result of its innovative developments in trade. 

During that time, the city was the leading centre for finance and diamonds. In the 19th and 20th centuries, the city 

expanded, and many new neighborhoods and suburbs were formed. The 17th-century canals of Amsterdam (in 

Dutch: 'Grachtengordel'), located in the heart of Amsterdam, were added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 

July 2010. 

The city is the financial and cultural capital of the Netherlands. Many large Dutch institutions have their 

headquarters there, and 7 of the world's top 500 companies, including Philips and ING, are based in the city. In 

2010, Amsterdam was ranked 13th globally on quality of living by Mercer, and previously ranked 3rd in innovation 

by 2thinknow in the Innovation Cities Index 2009.  

The Amsterdam Stock Exchange, the oldest stock exchange in the world, is located in the city centre. Amsterdam's 

main attractions, including its historic canals, the Rijksmuseum, the Van Gogh Museum, Stedelijk Museum, 

Hermitage Amsterdam, Anne Frank House, its red-light district, and its many cannabis coffee shops draw more than 

3.66 million international visitors annually. 

 Amsterdam is part of the province of 

North-Holland and is located in the west 

of the Netherlands next to the provinces 

of Utrecht and Flevoland. The river 

Amstel terminates in the city centre and 

connects to a large number of canals that 

eventually terminate in the IJ. 

Amsterdam is situated 2 meters above 

sea level. The surrounding land is flat as 

it is formed of large polders. To the 

southwest of the city lies a man-made 

forest called het Amsterdamse Bos. 

Amsterdam is connected to the North Sea 

through the long North Sea Canal. 

Amsterdam is intensely urbanized, as is 

the Amsterdam metropolitan area 

surrounding the city. Comprising 219.4 

square kilometers of land, the city proper 

has 4,457 inhabitants per km
2
 and 2,275 

houses per km
2
. Parks and nature 

reserves make up 12% of Amsterdam's 

land area. 

 

Amsterdam has a cool oceanic climate strongly influenced by its 

proximity to the North Sea. Winter temperatures are cool to mild. 

Amsterdam, as well as most of the North-Holland province, lies in 

Hardiness zone 9, the northernmost such occurrence in continental 

Europe. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 5 ð Amsterdam, Netherlands ð Windmills and Tulips  

Amsterdam has a rich architectural history. The 

oldest building in Amsterdam is the Oude Kerk (Old 

Church), at the heart of the Wallen, consecrated in 

1306. The oldest wooden building is het Houten 

Huys at the Begijnhof. It was constructed around 

1425 and is one of only two existing wooden 

buildings. It is also one of the few examples of 

Gothic architecture in Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam is the capital of the Netherlands in a 

technical legal sense. The present version of the 

Dutch constitution mentions "Amsterdam" and 

"capital" only in one place, chapter 2, article 32: The 

king's confirmation by oath and his coronation take 

place in "the capital Amsterdam" ("de hoofdstad 

Amsterdam"). Previous versions of the constitution 

spoke of "the city of Amsterdam" ("de stad 

Amsterdam"), without mention of capital. In any 

case, the seat of the government, parliament and 

Supreme Court of the Netherlands is (and always has 

been, with the exception of a brief period between 

1808 and 1810) located at The Hague. Foreign 

embassies are also in The Hague. The capital of 

North Holland is Haarlem. 

 

Amsterdam is one of the most popular tourist destinations 

in Europe, receiving more than 4.63 million international 

visitors annually. 

De Wallen, also known as Walletjes or Rosse Buurt, is a 

designated area for legalized prostitution and is 

Amsterdam's largest and most well known red-light 

district. This neighborhood has become a famous tourist 

attraction. It consists of a network of roads and alleys 

containing several hundred small, one-room apartments 

rented by sex workers who offer their services from 

 

behind a window or glass door, typically illuminated with red lights. Amsterdam is famous for its vibrant and 

diverse nightlife. The two main nightlife areas are the Leidseplein and the Rembrandtplein. 

Amsterdam has many cafes. They range from large and modern to small and cozy. The typical Bruine Kroeg 

(brown cafe) breathes a more old fashioned atmosphere with dimmed lights, candles, and somewhat older clientele. 

Most cafes have terraces in summertime. A common sight on the Leidseplein during summer is a square full of 

terraces packed with people drinking beer or wine. 

 

 
The housing market is heavily 

regulated. In Amsterdam, 55% 

of existing housing and 80% 

of new housing is owned by 

Housing Associations, which 

are Government sponsored 

entities. 

Squat properties are common 

throughout Amsterdam, due to 

property law strongly favoring 

tenants. A number of these 

squats have become well 

known, such as OT301, 

Vrankrijk (closed down by 

city government), and the 

Binnenpret, and several are 

now businesses, such as health 

clubs and licensed restaurants. 

 



 

 

 
A Global Air MD -11F Freighter flies over downtown San Francisco on its way to the Orient 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 ð Introducing the MD -11F ð Warehouses  in the Sky  

The McDonnell Douglas MD-11F is a three-engine medium- to long-range wide body freight jet airliner, 

manufactured by McDonnell Douglas and, later, by Boeing Commercial Airplanes. Based on the DC-10, it features 

a stretched fuselage, increased wingspan with winglets, refined airfoils on the wing and smaller tailplane, new 

engines and increased use of composite materials. Two of its engines are mounted on underwing pylons and a third 

engine at the base of the vertical stabilizer. It also features an all-digital glass cockpit that decreases the flight deck 

crew from the three required on the DC-10 to two by eliminating the necessity for a flight engineer. 

The MD-11 was one of the first commercial designs to employ a computer-assisted pitch stability augmentation 

system that featured a fuel ballast tank in the tailplane, and a partly computer-driven horizontal stabilizer. Updates 

to the software package have achieved a situation where the plane's handling characteristics in manual flight are 

comparable to the DC-10, despite a much greater fuel efficiency achieved by the lessened drag of the smaller 

tailplane. 

After McDonnell Douglas merged with Boeing in 1997, the new company decided that MD-11 production would 

continue, though only for the freighter variant. However, in 1998 Boeing announced it would end MD-11 

production after filling current orders. The last passenger MD-11 built was delivered to Sabena in April 1998. The 

last two MD-11s were manufactured during June and September 2000, and delivered to Lufthansa Cargo on 

February 22 and January 21, 2001 respectively. 

 

The MD-11 features a two-crew cockpit that incorporates six 

interchangeable CRT-units and advanced Honeywell VIA 2000 computers. 

The cockpit design is called Advanced Common Flight deck (ACF) and is 

shared with the Boeing 717. Flight deck features include an Electronic 

Instrument System, a dual Flight Management System, a Central Fault 

Display System, and GPS. Category IIIb automatic landing capability for 

bad-weather operations and Future Air Navigation Systems are available. 

The MD-11 incorporates hydraulic fuses to prevent catastrophic loss of 

control in event of a hydraulic failure. 

 


