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Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Sacramento, California and Nairobi, Kenya. We 
also take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft 
is the McDonnell Douglas MD-90.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Sacramento, California – Capitol City 
 
5. Nairobi, Kenya – Green City 
 
8. Pilot Information 
 
9. Introducing the McDonnell Douglas MD-90 
 
11. In-Flight Movies/Featured Music  
 
13. From the Front Desk 

The three story lobby and bar area at Los Angeles 

International Airport. 

 

Page 1 - Introduction 

The three story lobby at the Global Explorer’s 

Club located at Seattle International Airport. 

Three story Lobby/Bar at the Global Explorer’s 

Club at Washington National airport. 

Three story Lobby/Bar at the Global Explorer’s 

Club at Las Vegas International airport. 
Three story Lobby at the Global Explorer’s lub at 

Anchorage International airport. 

Member’s computer facility at the Global 

Explorer’s Club at Anchorage International 
Member’s Bar at the Global Explorer’s Club at 

Dallas/Ft. Worth airport. 

New Global Explorer’s Lounge at Beijing Airport Member check-in and lounge at London 

Heathrow’s Global Explorer Club. 
Global Explorer Member’s check-in and reception 

area Tel Aviv, Israel 

Member check-in area of the Global Explorer’s 

Club in Oslo, Norway. 

Global Explorer Club member check-in area 

Copenhagen, Denmark 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 2 – Sacramento, California – Capitol City 

Sacramento is the capital city of the U.S. state of California and the county seat of Sacramento County. It is located 

at the confluence of the Sacramento River and the American River in the northern portion of California's expansive 

Central Valley. With an estimated 2011 population of 477,891, it is the sixth-largest city in California and the 35th 

largest city in the U.S. Sacramento is the core cultural and economic center of the Sacramento metropolitan area 

which includes seven counties with an estimated 2009 population of 2,527,123. Its metropolitan area is the fourth 

largest in California after the Greater Los Angeles Area, San Francisco Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan 

area, as well as the 25th largest in the United States. Sacramento was cited by Time magazine as America's most 

ethnically and racially integrated city in 2002. 

Sacramento became a city through the efforts of the 

Swiss immigrant John Sutter, Sr., his son John Sutter, 

Jr., and James W. Marshall.  

 

Sacramento grew quickly thanks to the protection of 

Sutter's Fort, which was established by Sutter in 1839. 

During the California Gold Rush, Sacramento was a 

major distribution point, a commercial and agricultural 

center, and a terminus for wagon trains, stagecoaches, 

riverboats, the telegraph, the Pony Express, and the First 

Transcontinental Railroad. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 – Sacramento, California – Capitol City 

California State University, Sacramento, more commonly known as Sacramento State or Sac State, is the largest 

local university. It is one of the twenty-three campuses of the California State University system. Drexel University 

Sacramento is located in Downtown, Sacramento. University of the Pacific's McGeorge School of Law is located in 

the Oak Park neighborhood. In addition, the University of California, Davis is located in nearby Davis, 15 miles (24 

km) west of the capital. The UC Davis Medical Center, a world-renowned research hospital, is located in the city of 

Sacramento. 

 

Nisenan (Southern Maidu) and Plains Miwok Native Americans have lived in the area for perhaps thousands of 

years. Unlike the settlers who would eventually make Sacramento their home, these Native Americans left little 

evidence of their existence. Traditionally, their diet was dominated by acorns taken from the plentiful oak trees in 

the region, and by fruits, bulbs, seeds, and roots gathered throughout the year. 

Begun in 1860 to be reminiscent of the 

United States Capitol in Washington, DC, the 

Classical Revival style California State 

Capitol was completed in 1874. In 1861, the 

legislative session was moved to the 

Merchants Exchange Building in San 

Francisco for one session because of massive 

flooding in Sacramento. The legislative 

chambers were first occupied in 1869 while 

construction continued. From 1862 to 1868, 

part of the Leland Stanford Mansion was used 

for the governor's offices during Stanford's 

tenure as the Governor; and the legislature 

met in the Sacramento County Courthouse. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 4 – Sacramento, California – Capitol City 

The Sacramento-Yolo Port District was created in 1947, and ground was broken on the Port of Sacramento in 1949. 

On June 29, 1963, with 5,000 spectators waiting to welcome her, the Motor Vessel Taipei Victory arrived. The port 

was open for business. The Nationalist Chinese flagship, freshly painted for the historic event, was loaded with 5,000 

tons of bagged rice for Mitsui Trading Co. bound for Okinawa and 1,000 tons of logs for Japan. She was the first 

ocean-going vessel in Sacramento since the steamship Harpoon in 1934. The Port of Sacramento has been plagued 

with operating losses in recent years and faces bankruptcy. This severe loss in business is due to the heavy 

competition from the Port of Stockton, which has a larger facility and a deeper channel. As of 2006, the city of West 

Sacramento took responsibility for the Port of Sacramento. During the Vietnam War era, the Port of Sacramento was 

the major terminus in the supply route for all military parts, hardware and other cargo going into Southeast Asia. 

Sacramento has a Mediterranean climate, 

characterized by damp to wet, mild winters 

and hot, dry summers. The wet season is 

generally October through April, though there 

may be a day or two of light rainfall in June or 

September.  

 

The mean annual temperature is 61 °F (16.1 

°C), with monthly means ranging from 46.4 °F 

(8.0 °C) in December to 75.5 °F (24.2 °C) in 

July. Summer heat is often moderated by a sea 

breeze known as the "delta breeze" which 

comes through the Sacramento-San Joaquin 

River Delta from the San Francisco Bay, and 

temperatures cool down sharply at night. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 5 – Nairobi, Kenya – Green City 

Nairobi is the capital and largest city of Kenya. The city and its surrounding area also form the Nairobi County. The 

name "Nairobi" comes from the Maasai phrase Enkare Nyrobi, which translates to "cold water". The phrase is also 

the Maasai name of the Nairobi River, which in turn lent its name to the city. However, it is popularly known as the 

"Green City in the Sun" and is surrounded by several expanding villa suburbs. Residents of Nairobi are known as 

Nairobians. 

Founded by the British in 1899 as a simple rail depot on the railway linking Mombasa to Uganda, the town quickly 

grew to become the capital of British East Africa in 1907, and eventually the capital of a free Kenyan republic in 

1963. During Kenya's colonial period, the city became a centre for the colony's coffee, tea and sisal industry. 

Nairobi city is also the capital of the Nairobi Province and Nairobi District. The city lies on the Nairobi River, in the 

south of the nation and has an elevation of 1795 m above sea-level. 

Nairobi is one of the most prominent cities in Africa 

both politically and financially. Home to thousands 

of businesses and over 100 major international 

companies, including the UN’s Environment 

Programme and the main coordinating and 

headquarters for the UN in Africa & Middle East. 

Nairobi is an established hub for business and 

culture. The Nairobi Stock Exchange (NSE) is one 

of the largest in Africa and the second oldest 

exchange on the continent. It is ranked 4th in terms 

of trading volume and capable of making 10 million 

trades a day. The Globalization and World Cities 

Study Group and Network define Nairobi as a 

prominent social center. 



 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Nairobi, Kenya – Green City 

Nairobi is the most populous city in East Africa, with a current estimated population of about 3 million. According 

to the 2009 Census, in the administrative area of Nairobi, 3,138,295 inhabitants lived within 696 km
2
 (269 sq. mi). 

Nairobi is currently the 12th largest city in Africa, including the population of its suburbs. 

 

The area was essentially uninhabited swamp until a supply depot of the Uganda Railway was built in 1899, which 

soon became the railway's headquarters. It was completely rebuilt in the early 1900s after an outbreak of plague and 

the burning of the original town. The location of the Nairobi railway camp was chosen due to its central position 

between Mombasa and Kampala. It was also chosen because its network of rivers could supply the camp with water 

and its elevation would make it cool enough for residential purposes. However, malaria was a serious problem, 

leading to at least one attempt to have the town moved.  

In 1905, Nairobi replaced Mombasa as capital of the 

British protectorate, and the city grew around 

administration and tourism, initially in the form of 

big game hunting.  

As the British occupiers started to explore the 

region, they started using Nairobi as their first port 

of call. This prompted the colonial government to 

build several spectacular grand hotels in the city. 

The main occupants were British game hunters. 

Nairobi continued to grow under the British 

occupation and many Britons settled within the city's 

suburbs. In 1919, Nairobi was declared to be a 

municipality.  

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 7 – Nairobi, Kenya – Green City 

The continuous expansion of the city began to anger the Maasai, as the city was devouring their land to the south. It 

also angered the Kikuyu people, who wanted the land returned to them. After the end of World War II, this friction 

developed into the Mau Mau rebellion. Jommo Kenyatta, Kenya's future president was jailed for his involvement 

even though there was no evidence linking him to the rebellion. Pressure exerted from the locals onto the British 

resulted in Kenyan independence in 1963, with Nairobi as the capital of the new republic. 

 

After independence, Nairobi grew rapidly and this growth put pressure on the city's infrastructure. Power cuts and 

water shortages were a common occurrence, though in the past few years better city planning has helped to put some 

of these problems in check. 

 

The United States Embassy, then located in downtown Nairobi, was bombed in August 1998 by Al-Qaida, as one of 

a series of U.S. embassy bombings. Over two hundred civilians were killed. It is now the site of a memorial park.  

At 5,889 feet above sea level, Nairobi enjoys a 

moderate climate. Nairobi has a subtropical 

highland climate. The altitude makes for some 

cool evenings, especially in the June/July season, 

when the temperature can drop to 10 °C (50 °F). 

The sunniest and warmest part of the year is from 

December to March, when temperatures average 

the mid-twenties during the day. The mean 

maximum temperature for this period is 75 °F.  

There are two rainy seasons, but rainfall can be 

moderate. The cloudiest part of the year is just 

after the first rainy season, when, until September, 

conditions are usually overcast with drizzle. 



 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

Global Lines finished another very successful 2X 

event last month which took place in the Middle 

East. Record miles were flown by the Pilots of 

both Global Air International as well as Global 

Express Airways.  

 

This event took place with flights to/from and all 

around Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, 

Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, and the 

United Arab Emeritus.  

 

We are also pleased to say that there was 100% 

participation with all Global Pilots participating in 

the event. We look forward to the next event later 

this year in yet to be determined location(s.) 

Fun Airport Facts 

1. In the UK in the 1920s you didn’t need to have a license to fly people or goods around; in fact, you didn’t 

even need to pass a test. 

2. There was no air traffic control in the early day of flight; pilots had to keep their eyes peeled for other planes. 

3. Airports that handle large planes need long runways as the size of the plane corresponds to the distance it 

needs to take off. The Antonov AN225 requires a 4km runway. 

4. Glycol is used to de-ice runways so that snow and ice don’t get into the engines of the planes. 

5. Australia’s Qantas airline is the oldest continuously operating native airline in the world. KLM actually 

started operations a year earlier, but has now merged with Air France. 

6. The world’s oldest continuously operating airfield is College Park Airport in Maryland, set up by Wilbur 

Wright in 1909. 

7. Sydney Airport claims to be the world’s oldest continuously operating commercial airport. It began 

operations in January 1920. However, as stated above College Park beats Sydney by 11 years. 

8. The world’s busiest commercial airport is Hartsfield-Jackson Airport (ATL) in Atlanta, with 970,000 airplane 

movements a year. 

9. At large airports passengers wait for an average of 16 minutes. 

10. One-third of the world’s airports are located in the US. 

11. Dubai Airport has the world’s largest airport duty-free section with 161,000 square feet of shopping space. 

12. Singapore’s Changi airport has a swimming pool on the roof. 

13. Hong Kong Airport has a 3D extreme cinema, and a golf course. 

14. Inchon International has a casino, fragrant Pine Forrest, and a culture museum. 

15. Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam has a reputation for its famous seafood and champagne meals. 

16. At London’s Heathrow Airport passengers can order a picnic meal to take on-board with them that is 

produced by Gordon Ramsey a renowned chef. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 – Introducing the McDonnell Douglas MD-90 

The McDonnell Douglas MD-90 is a twin-engine, short- to medium-range, single-aisle commercial jet aircraft. The 

MD-90 was developed from the MD-80 series. Differences from the MD-80 include more fuel efficient International 

Aero Engines V2500 engines and a longer fuselage. The MD-90 has a seating capacity of up to 172 passengers and 

was introduced into service in 1995. The MD-90 and the subsequent MD-95/Boeing 717 were derivatives of the 

MD-80 which, itself, was a derivative commercially introduced in 1980 from the DC-9. 

The MD-90 was firmly launched on November 14, 1989 with an order for 50 MD-90s, and options for a further 110 

aircraft. The aircraft first flew on February 22, 1993 and the first MD-90 was delivered to Delta in February 1995. 

The MD-90 was produced adjacent to the Long Beach Airport in Long Beach, California, USA, though two aircraft 

were produced at Jiangwan Airfield in Shanghai, People's Republic of China. 



 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 – Introducing the McDonnell Douglas MD-90 

The MD-90 was produced in two versions: -30 and -30ER. The -30 has a range of 2,400 miles (3,860 km). The -30ER 

has a higher gross weight and range up to 2,750 miles (4,426 km) with an auxiliary fuel tank. An even longer range 

version, the -50, was offered but was never ordered. The initial MD-90s feature a glass cockpit similar to the MD-88's 

cockpit. The 29 MD-90s delivered to Saudi Arabian Airlines feature a full glass cockpit with avionics and an 

overhead display panel similar to the MD-11's cockpit for easy transition for the airline's pilots of the MD-11, also 

operated by the airline 

MD-90 production at Long Beach, California ended in 2000 with the last airplane being delivered to Saudi Arabian 

Airlines, and MD-90T production at Shanghai ended in 2000. With 116 MD-90 aircraft produced, the MD-90 

production run was the smallest among the DC-9 family. Following the MD-90 in the DC-9 family was the MD-95, 

which was renamed the Boeing 717-200 after McDonnell Douglas (successor to Douglas Aircraft Company) merged 

with Boeing in 1997. 

 



 

 

 

  

  

 

Page 11 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Django Unchained 

Set in the South two years before the Civil War, Django Unchained stars Jamie Foxx as 

Django, a slave whose brutal history with his former owners lands him face-to-face with 

German-born bounty hunter Dr. King Schultz. Schultz is on the trail of the murderous 

Brittle brothers, and only Django can lead him to his bounty. Honing vital hunting skills, 

Django remains focused on one goal: finding and rescuing Broomhilda, the wife he lost to 

the slave trade long ago. Django and Schultz's search ultimately leads them to Calvin 

Candie, the proprietor of "Candyland," an infamous plantation. Exploring the compound 

under false pretenses, Django and Schultz arouse the suspicion of Stephen, Candie's trusted 

house slave. 

Action Adventure 

Iron Man - Rise of Technovore 

Billionaire Tony Stark, in his Iron Man armor, prevents an attack from a mysterious new 

foe, but innocent bystanders are killed, including his best friend War Machine, Lt. Colonel 

James Rhodes. Detained for questioning by S.H.I.E.L.D., Iron Man escapes, determined to 

find the mastermind behind the attack. Pursued by Black Widow and Hawkeye, Iron Man 

enlists the help of the ruthless vigilante The Punisher. But can the Armored Avenger 

handle what he finds when he catches the person responsible and is forced to face his 

deadliest weapon, a biotechnology called Technovore that could wipe out all life on the 

planet? 

Fantasy Adventure 

Les Miserables 

Set against the backdrop of 19th-century France, Les Miserables tells an enthralling story 

of broken dreams and unrequited love, passion, sacrifice and redemption-a timeless 

testament to the survival of the human spirit. Jackman plays ex-prisoner Jean Valjean, 

hunted for decades by the ruthless policeman Javert (Crowe) after he breaks parole. When 

Valjean agrees to care for factory worker Fantine's (Hathaway) young daughter, Cosette, 

their lives change forever. In December 2012, the world's longest-running musical brings 

its power to the big screen in Tom Hooper's sweeping and spectacular interpretation of 

Victor Hugo's epic tale. 

Musical 

Lincoln 

Steven Spielberg directs Daniel Day-Lewis in Lincoln, a revealing drama that focuses on 

the 16th President's tumultuous final months in office. In a nation divided by war and the 

strong winds of change, Lincoln pursues a course of action designed to end the war, unite 

the country and abolish slavery. With the moral courage and fierce determination to 

succeed, his choices during this critical moment will change the fate of generations to 

come. 

Historical Biography 

The Sorcerer and the White Snake 

Action director Ching Siu-Tung helms this fantasy film based on an old Chinese legend 

about an herbalist who falls in love with a thousand-year-old White Snake disguised as a 

woman. Jet Li stars as a sorcerer who discovers her true identity and battles to save the 

man's soul. 

Martial Arts 



  

 

 

 

  

 

Page 12 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Simply Red was an English soul band that sold more than 50 

million albums over a 25-year career. Their style drew upon 

influences ranging from blue-eyed soul, New Romantic, and 

rock to reggae and jazz. From their early days, the main 

driving force behind the band was singer Mick Hucknall, 

who, by the time the band was disbanded in 2010, was the 

only original member left. At the 1992 and 1993 Brit 

Awards they received the award for Best British Group. 

With their third album A New Flame in 1989, Simply Red 

adopted a yet more mainstream populist sound aimed for 

commercial rather than critical success, typified by their 

cover of Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes' pop classic "If 

You Don't Know Me By Now", which became their second 

U.S. #1 hit, and one of the biggest singles of the year 

internationally; and their greatest success to that point. 

Hucknall was by this time an international superstar, being 

photographed with models and Hollywood celebrities. This 

seemed to harm the band's coherence as a unit, with 

Hucknall declaring in 1991 that Simply Red was "essentially 

a solo project". The band's tenth—and, as it would turn out, 

final studio album Stay was released on 12 March 2007. This 

was preceded by the single from that album, "So Not Over 

You", released on 5 March 2007, which would peak at #34 

UK. Follow-up single "Stay" (released on 28 May 2007) 

peaked at #36 UK, and was the band's final placing in the 

UK top 100 (although they would release several non-

charting singles in the following years). 

Hucknall released his first solo album, Tribute to Bobby on 

19 May 2008.
[4]

 

Mick Hucknall announced that the name Simply Red would 

be retired after a farewell tour that started in early 2009, and 

ended in 2010.
[
 

 

 

Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson, known by her stage name Katy 

Perry, is an American recording artist, songwriter, and 

actress. Perry was born and raised in Santa Barbara, 

California. Having had very little exposure to mainstream 

pop music in her childhood, she pursued a career in gospel 

music, as a teen, under her birth name and released her debut 

self-titled studio album. In 2007, she signed with Capitol 

Records and adopted her current stage name. Perry's 

commercial breakthrough came when she released her first 

mainstream studio album One of the Boys (2008). This was 

preceded by the release of her first single "I Kissed a Girl". 

Other singles included "Hot n Cold", "Thinking of You" and 

"Waking Up in Vegas". Perry embarked on the Hello Katy 

Tour in support of the album. She followed this up with her 

second studio effort Teenage Dream which was an instant 

commercial success, topping the album charts in several 

countries. It spawned five number-one hits on the Billboard 

Hot 100—"California Gurls", "Teenage Dream", "Firework", 

"E.T." and "Last Friday Night (T.G.I.F.)"; it became the first 

album in history recorded by a female artist to achieve this, 

and the second album after Michael Jackson's Bad (1987). In 

support of the album, she embarked on the California 

Dreams Tour. Teenage Dream was followed by a re-release 

titled The Complete Confection that spawned an additional 

number one, "Part of Me". 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribute_to_Bobby
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simply_Red#cite_note-4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simply_Red#cite_note-5


  

 

 

 

   

 

Page 13 –From the Front Desk 

 
 

FROM THE FRONT DESK 

May, 2013 
 
 

Greetings again from the front desk. 

 

WOW!! The Pilots of Global Lines never cease to amaze me in their dedication and endurance. Last month we held 

our Middle Eastern Madness special 2X event and the Pilots racked up more miles then in any previous event and in 

some cases, in two events combined. The Pilots of Global Express Airways racked up a record 750.6 nautical miles 

special event miles while the Pilots of Global Air International flew an incredible 1,608.9 nautical miles for a 

company total of 2,359.5 nautical miles which is an incredible record so congratulations to all who participated which 

was every one of you. 

  

Even though we have the Middle Eastern Madness event under our belts, it is not far off that we will start planning for 

the next 2X event which will take place at the end of the year. All Pilots are encouraged to submit their 

ideas/recommendations for the next event to their Flight Crew Manager. If there is an area of the world we have not 

yet hit on a 2X event, and you think we need to check it out, feel free to drop an email and let us know as it is never 

too early to start planning now. 

 

It is also very hard for me to believe that this issue of our magazine is our 33
rd

 edition! That is almost three years that 

we have been in publication and since that time, we have been featured in many of the Internet’s finest Pilot oriented 

web sites. Some of you have even indicated on your applications that it was reading our magazine that peaked your 

interest in joining. We are so pleased that we have been able to entertain and educate our readership to the many 

aspects of Global Lines and that our magazine has been so well received. 

 

Things have really been heating up around the San Francisco Bay Area which tells me that summer has officially 

arrived. Just a reminder that we know this is the time of year when many of our Pilots get out in the open with friends 

and family to soak up some rays of sunshine. So, if you are going to have a vacation or any other event which will 

keep you from making your flight deadline, simply drop an email and we will be more than happy to work with you to 

keep you current on the roster, within reason that is. 

 

 

 

Until the next time……… Safe Flight Always! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

James “Mick” Taylor 
James “Mick” Taylor - GL-0004   

CEO Global Express Airways / Global Air International  
 
 


