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Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Gander, Newfoundland, Canada, and Helsinki, 
Finland. We also take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s 
featured aircraft is the Boeing 727-F Freighter.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Gander, Newfoundland, Canada – Crossroads of the World 
 
5. Helsinki, Finland – Daughter of the Baltic 
 
8. Pilot Information 
 
9. Introducing the Boeing 727-F – Freight by the Number 
 
11. In-Flight Movies/Featured Music  
 
13. From the Front Desk 

The three story lobby and bar area at Los Angeles 

International Airport. 

 

Page 1 - Introduction 

The three story lobby at the Global Explorer’s 

Club located at Seattle International Airport. 

Three story Lobby/Bar at the Global Explorer’s 

Club at Washington National airport. 

Three story Lobby/Bar at the Global Explorer’s 

Club at Las Vegas International airport. 
Three story Lobby at the Global Explorer’s lub at 

Anchorage International airport. 

Member’s computer facility at the Global 

Explorer’s Club at Anchorage International 
Member’s Bar at the Global Explorer’s Club at 

Dallas/Ft. Worth airport. 

New Global Explorer’s Lounge at Beijing Airport Member check-in and lounge at London 

Heathrow’s Global Explorer Club. 

Global Explorer Member’s check-in and reception Member check-in area of the Global Explorer’s Global Explorer Club member check-in area 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 2 – Gander, Canada – Crossroads of the World 

Gander is a Canadian town located in the northeastern part of the island of Newfoundland in the province of 

Newfoundland and Labrador, approximately 40 kilometers (25 mi) south of Gander Bay, 100 km (62 mi) south of 

Twillingate and 90 km (56 mi) east of Grand Falls-Windsor. Located on the northeastern shore of Gander Lake, it is 

the site of Gander International Airport, formerly an important refueling point for transatlantic aircraft, and, to this 

day, a preferred stopping point for transatlantic aircraft that need to land because of on-board medical or security 

emergencies. Most of the streets in Gander are named after famous aviators, including Amelia Earhart, Alcock and 

Brown, Charles Lindbergh, Eddie Rickenbacker, Marc Garneau and Chuck Yeager.  

 

Gander was chosen for the construction of an airport 

in 1935 because of its location close to the northeast 

tip of the North American continent. In 1936, 

construction of the base began, and the town started 

to develop. On January 11, 1938, Captain Douglas 

Fraser made the first landing at "Newfoundland 

Airport", now known as Gander International 

Airport, or "CYQX." 

During the Second World War, as many as 10,000 

Canadian, British and American military personnel 

resided in Gander. The area became a strategic post 

for the Royal Air Force with approximately 20,000 

American and Canadian built fighters and bombers 

stopping at Gander en route to Europe. After the war, 

the airbase became a civilian airport, and the location 

of the town was moved a safe distance from the 

runways. Construction of the present town site began 

in the 1950s. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 – Gander, Canada – Crossroads of the World 

After the Second World War, the town grew as the airport was used as a refueling stop for transatlantic flights, 

earning its name "Cross-roads of the world". Efforts have been made to diversify the economy from being dependent 

on the airport, particularly as new aircraft designs permitted longer-range flights without the need for landing to 

refuel. Gander International Airport played an integral role in world aviation in the hours immediately following the 

September 11 attacks when all of North America's airspace was closed by Transport Canada and the United States 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 38 civilian and 4 military flights bound for the United States were ordered 

to land at the airport, more flights than any Canadian airport other than Halifax International. More than 6,600 

passengers and airline crew members, equivalent to 66 percent of the local population, third highest number of 

passengers, behind Vancouver International, which received 8,500, and Halifax found themselves forced to stay in 

the Gander area for up to three days until airspace was reopened and flights resumed. Residents of Gander and 

surrounding communities volunteered to house, feed, and entertain the travelers. 

Subsequently, Lufthansa named one of its 

Airbus A340 aircraft Gander/Halifax to thank 

both cities for their handling of rerouted 

travelers on September 11. A book called The 

Day The World Came to Town was published 

by Reagan Books, and several stories and 

segments about Gander's role during that and 

subsequent days have been featured on various 

educational and news programs. A radio play, 

The Day the Planes Came by Caroline and 

David Stafford, dealt with the effect on Gander 

of the September 11 passengers. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 – Gander, Canada – Crossroads of the World 

The Town of Gander continues to play an important role in aerospace and Gander has retained an experienced United 

States Representative
]
 to attract and retain valid business opportunities in the aerospace industry. 

In May 2007, MoneySense ranked Gander as the 10th best place to live in Canada. The magazine ranked 

communities strictly by crunching numbers relating to 12 measurable factors including weather, real estate values, 

income levels, unemployment rates, discretionary income, murder rates and signs of prosperity such as the 

percentage of late-model vehicles. 

 

According to Statistics Canada 2011 census, the 

current population of the town of Gander is 11,054, 

an 11.1% increase from 2006. There are a total of 

4,751 private dwellings and the town's total area is 

104.25 km
2
 (40.25 sq mi), with a population density 

of 106.0 /km
2
 (275 /sq mi). 

Gander offers all the conveniences of a major center. 

The newest development is a continually-expanding 

business park with stores such as Wal-Mart. There 

are two malls: the Gander Mall, and the Fraser. Town 

Square at the intersection of Elizabeth Drive and 

Airport Boulevard has several local businesses, 

including Riff's, and a Co-op grocery store. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Page 5 – Helsinki, Finland – Daughter of the Baltic 

Helsinki is the capital and largest city of Finland. It is in the region of Uusimaa, located in southern Finland, on the 

shore of the Gulf of Finland, an arm of the Baltic Sea. The population of the city proper of Helsinki is 601,035 (31 

August 2012), making it by far the most populous municipality in Finland. Helsinki is located some 80 kilometers (50 

mi) north of Tallinn, Estonia, 400 kilometers (250 mi) east of Stockholm, Sweden, and 300 kilometers (190 mi) west 

of Saint Petersburg, Russia. Helsinki has close historical connections with these three cities. 

Helsinki Metropolitan Area includes the city of Helsinki and three 

other municipalities: Espoo and Vantaa, which immediately border 

Helsinki to the west and north, respectively; and Kauniainen. The 

Helsinki metropolitan area is the world's northernmost urban area of 

over one million people, and the city is the northernmost capital of 

an EU member state. Altogether 1.1 million people, approximately 

one of five Finns, live in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. Helsinki is 

Finland's major political, educational, financial, cultural and 

research centre as well as one of northern Europe's major cities. 

Approximately 70% of foreign companies operating in Finland have 

settled in the Helsinki region.  

The nearby city of Vantaa in the Helsinki metropolitan area is the 

location of Helsinki-Vantaa Airport, with frequent service to various 

destinations in Europe and Asia. Since early 2009, Helsinki has been 

exploring a merger with Vantaa. On 30 March 2009, the city council 

of Vantaa agreed to review Helsinki's proposal of a possible merger, 

while emphasizing that the review is not about the possibility of 

terminating the existence of the city of Vantaa. On 31 January 2011, 

the city council of Vantaa turned down Helsinki's proposal of a 

possible merger, with 45 votes against the proposal compared to 22 

in favor of it. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Helsinki, Finland – Daughter of the Baltic 

Helsinki was established as a trading town by King Gustav I of Sweden in 1550 as the town of Helsingfors, which he 

intended to be a rival to the hanseatic city of Reval (today known as Tallinn). Little came of the plans as Helsinki 

remained a tiny town plagued by poverty, wars, and diseases. The plague of 1710 killed the greater part of the 

inhabitants of Helsinki. The construction of the naval fortress Sveaborg in the 18th century helped improve Helsinki's 

status, but it was not until Russia defeated Sweden in the Finnish War and annexed Finland as the autonomous Grand 

Duchy of Finland in 1809 that the town began to develop into a substantial city. During the war, Russians besieged 

the Sveaborg fortress and most of the city was devastated in an 1808 fire. 

Czar Alexander I of Russia moved the Finnish 

capital from Turku to Helsinki in 1812 to reduce 

Swedish influence in Finland and bring the capital 

closer to St. Petersburg. Following the Great Fire of 

Turku in 1827, The Royal Academy of Turku, back 

then the country's only university, was also 

relocated to Helsinki, and eventually became the 

modern University of Helsinki. The move 

consolidated the city's new role and helped set it on 

the path of continuous growth. This transformation 

is highly apparent in the downtown core, which 

was rebuilt in neoclassical style to resemble St. 

Petersburg, mostly to a plan by the German-born 

architect C. L. Engel. As elsewhere, technological 

advancements such as railroads and 

industrialization were key factors behind the city's 

growth. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 – Helsinki, Finland – Daughter of the Baltic 

Despite the tumultuousness of Finnish history during the first half of the 20th century, Helsinki continued its steady 

development. A landmark event was the XV Olympiad (1952 Olympic Games) held in Helsinki. Finland's rapid 

urbanization in the 1970s, occurring late relative to the rest of Europe, tripled the population in the metropolitan 

area, and the Helsinki Metro subway system was built. The relatively sparse population density of Helsinki and its 

peculiar structure have often been attributed to the lateness of its growth. 

Helsinki has a humid continental climate. Owing 

to the mitigating influence of the Baltic Sea and 

Gulf Stream, temperatures in winter are much 

higher than the far northern location might 

suggest, with the average in January and February 

around 23 °F. Temperatures below −4 °F occur 

normally a week or two in a year. However, 

because of the latitude, days last less than six 

hours around the winter solstice. Conversely, 

Helsinki enjoys long days in summer, close to 

nineteen hours around the summer solstice. The 

average maximum temperature from June to 

August is around 66 to 70 °F. Due to the marine 

effect, especially in the summer daily temperatures 

are cooler and night temperatures are higher than 

further away in the mainland. As near as in 

Vantaa, the climate is surprisingly much more 

continental, with warmer summers and colder 

winters. The highest temperature ever recorded at 

city centre was 91.6 °F on 18 July 1945 and the 

lowest was −30 °F on 10 January 1987. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Fun Facts: 

 

1. The Boeing 747 (all versions) have traveled an estimated 35 billion statute miles, that is the equivalent of 75,000 trips 

to the moon and back. 

 

2. The Boeing 767 sucks in enough air during take-off in both of its engines to fill the Goodyear Blimp in 7 seconds. 

 

3. It took 75,000 engineer drawings to build the first Boeing 747-100. 

 

4. The Boeing 737 is the most popular twin aisle - twin engine jetliner in the world, more than 3,000 have been sold from 

Boeing, and it has carried the entire world population of 6 billion people and it has traveled more than 25 billion miles. 

 

5. You can fit 45 mid size automobiles on only one wing of a Boeing 747-400.  

 

6. There are approximately 200,000 flights every day around the world. 

 

7. There are 24,000 Boeing 777 flights each month. 

 

8. There are 800 Boeing 777 flights each day. 

 

9. You can fit 6 million golf balls inside of a Boeing 757 freighter. 

 

10. One wind shield or window frame of the Boeing 747-400's cockpit cost as much as a BMW.  

 

   
 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

It is official; the next around the world flight will be 

flown by Chief Pilot Bill Dawson from late October 

to/through early November. It is now on his line up in 

the roster located at the Global Express Airway’s web 

site.  

 

After several months of planning and preparation, the 

final approval has been given, the aircraft selected and 

the passengers for this exclusive flight have paid their 

non-refundable fares. 

 

We will be tracking Captain Dawson’s flight around the 

world on the roster at Global Express Airways on a day 

to day/leg by leg basis. Safe flight always! 

Global Explorer Member check-in Munich Airport Global Explorer Member lounge Munich Airport 



 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 – Boeing 727-F – Freight by the Number 

The Boeing 727 is a mid-size narrow-body three-engine jet aircraft built by Boeing Commercial Airplanes. It can 

carry 149 to 189 passengers and later models can fly up to 2,400 to 2,700 nautical miles (4,400 to 5,000 km) 

nonstop. Intended for short and medium-length flights, the 727 can use fairly short runways at smaller airports. It has 

three Pratt & Whitney JT8D engines below the T-tail, one on each side of the fuselage with a center engine that 

connects through an S-duct to an inlet at the base of the fin. The 727 is Boeing's only tri jet aircraft, as well as the 

only one without a conventional tail. 

 

A freighter version of the 727-200 Advanced became available in 1981 designated the Series 200F Advanced 

powered by the Pratt & Whitney JT8D-17A engines and featured a strengthened fuselage structure, an 11 ft 2 inch 

by 7 ft 2 inch forward main deck freight door and a windowless cabin. This was the last production variant of the 

727 to be developed by Boeing, and 15 aircraft were built, all for Federal Express. The last 727 aircraft to be 

completed by Boeing was the Series 200F Advanced for Federal Express. 

The 727 followed the 707 quad-jet 

airliner with which it shares its upper 

fuselage cross-section and cockpit design. 

The 727-100 first flew in February 1963 

and the stretched 727-200 flew in July 

1967. The 727 became a mainstay of 

airlines' domestic route networks and was 

also used on short- and medium-range 

international routes. Passenger, freighter, 

and convertible versions of the 727 were 

built. 

The 727 was heavily produced; the last 

one completed in 1984. Airport noise 

regulations led to 727s being equipped 

with hush kits. 

 



 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 – Boeing 727-F – Freight by the Number 

The 727 has proven to be popular where the airline serves airports with gravel, or otherwise lightly improved 

runways. The Canadian airline First Air, for example, previously used a 727-100C to service the communities of 

Resolute Bay and Arctic Bay in Nunavut, whose Resolute Bay Airport and former Nanisivik Airport both have 

gravel runways. The high mounted engines greatly reduce the risk of foreign object damage. 

According to the Boeing Jetliner Data book, the Justice Prisoner and Alien Transportation System, also known as 

'Con Air', currently uses four 727 aircraft to transport persons in legal custody between prisons, detaining centers, 

courthouses, and other places to where they must be transported 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Avengers 

Marvel Studios presents Marvel's The Avengers-the Super Hero team up of a lifetime, 

featuring iconic Marvel Super Heroes Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, Thor, Captain 

America, Hawkeye and Black Widow. When an unexpected enemy emerges that threatens 

global safety and security, Nick Fury, Director of the international peacekeeping agency 

known as S.H.I.E.L.D., finds himself in need of a team to pull the world back from the brink 

of disaster. Spanning the globe, a daring recruitment effort begins. 

Hero/Action Adventure 

Chernobyl Diaries 

Chernobyl Diaries is an original story from Oren Peli, who first terrified audiences with his 

groundbreaking thriller, Paranormal Activity. The film follows a group of six young 

vacationers who, looking to go off the beaten path, hire an "extreme" tour guide. Ignoring 

warnings, he takes them into the city of Pripyat, the former home to the workers of the 

Chernobyl nuclear reactor, but a deserted town since the disaster more than 25 years ago. 

After a brief exploration of the abandoned city, however, the group soon finds themselves 

stranded, only to discover that they are not alone. 

Horror 
 

On Her Majesty's Secret Service 

James Bond, portrayed by George Lazenby has spent nearly two years trying to track down 

Ernst Stavro Blofeld, the head of SPECTRE. While in the field, Bond crosses paths with a 

Contessa, a beautiful but desperately unhappy woman, he rescues from a suicide attempt and 

an embarrassing moment at a casino gaming table. Journeying incognito to Blofeld's 

mountaintop retreat in the Swiss Alps, Bond finds the criminal mastermind posing as a 

would-be nobleman and also as a philanthropist, running a clinic devoted to the treatment 

and eradication of allergies. 

Action/Adventure 

Prometheus 

Ridley Scott, director of Alien and Blade Runner, returns to the genre he helped define. With 

Prometheus, he creates a groundbreaking mythology, in which a team of explorers discover a 

clue to the origins of mankind on Earth, leading them on a thrilling journey to the darkest 

corners of the universe. There, they must fight a terrifying battle to save the future of the 

human race. 

Science Fiction/Horror 

That's My Boy 

While still in his teens, Donny (Adam Sandler) fathered a son, Todd (Andy Samberg), and 

raised him as a single parent up until Todd's 18th birthday. Now, after not seeing each other 

for years, Todd's world comes crashing down on the eve of his wedding when an uninvited 

Donny suddenly shows up. Trying desperately to reconnect with his son, Donny is now 

forced to deal with the repercussions of his bad parenting skills. 

Comedy 



 

  

  

 

 
  

  

 

Page 12 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Alicia Keys, is an American R&B singer-songwriter, record 

producer and actress. She attended Professional Performing 

Arts School and graduated at 16 as valedictorian. Keys 

released her debut album with J Records, having had 

previous record deals first with Columbia and then Arista 

Records. 

Keys' debut album, Songs in A Minor, was a commercial 

success, selling over 12 million copies worldwide. She 

became the best-selling new artist and best-selling R&B 

artist of 2001. The album earned Keys five Grammy Awards 

in 2002, including Best New Artist and Song of the Year for 

"Fallin'". Her second studio album, The Diary of Alicia Keys, 

was released in 2003 and was also another success 

worldwide, selling eight million copies. The album garnered 

an additional four Grammy Awards in 2005. Later that year, 

she released her first live album, Unplugged, which debuted 

at number one in the United States. She became the first 

female to have an MTV Unplugged album to debut at 

number one and the highest since Nirvana in 1994. She also 

produced 3 Billboard Year-End Hot 100 singles top 3 hits, 

"Fallin'", "If I Ain't Got You" and "No One". Also, those 

singles were charted on 10 or more countries. 

Keys made guest appearances on several television series in 

the following years, beginning with Charmed. She made her 

film debut in Smokin' Aces and went on to appear in The 

Nanny Diaries in 2007. Her third studio album, As I Am, was 

released in the same year and sold five million copies 

worldwide, earning Keys an additional three Grammies. 

Willie Hugh Nelson is an American country music singer-

songwriter, as well as an author, poet, actor, and activist. The 

critical success of the album Shotgun Willie (1973), 

combined with the critical and commercial success of Red 

Headed Stranger (1975) and Stardust (1978), made Nelson 

one of the most recognized artists in country music. He was 

one of the main figures of outlaw country, a subgenre of 

country music that developed at the end of the 1960s as a 

reaction to the conservative restrictions of the Nashville 

sound. Nelson has acted in over 30 films, co-authored 

several books, and has been involved in activism for the use 

of biofuels and the legalization of marijuana. 

 

In 1990, the IRS seized most of Nelson's assets, claiming 

that he owed US$32,000,000. It was later discovered that his 

accountants, Price Waterhouse, had not been paying Nelson's 

taxes for years. In addition to the unpaid taxes, Nelson's 

situation was worsened by the weak investments he had 

made during the early 1980s. Many of his assets were 

auctioned and purchased by friends, who donated or rented 

his possessions to him for a nominal fee. He sued Price 

Waterhouse, contending that they put his money in illegal 

tax shelters. The lawsuit was settled for an undisclosed 

amount and Nelson cleared his debts by 1993.  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Page 13 –From the Front Desk 

 
 

FROM THE FRONT DESK 

November, 2012 
 
 

Greetings again from the front desk. 

 

Our Chief Pilot Bill Dawson set off on his Around the World Flight on October 28, 2012. Starting out in the beautiful 

Honolulu, Hawaii and set off for Agana, Guam before heading off to Manila and on to Bangkok. This is just the start 

of Captain Dawson’s world flight and all are welcome to follow along in the rosters of both Global Express Airways 

as well as Global Air International. Safe Flight Captain Dawson, you will have many a story to tell about this special 

trip and your new stars for your gold wings will be waiting with your certificate when you get back! 

 

Many of you know that I have been attending an accelerated university program in medicine for over a year now and I 

am very happy to announce that in another four months it will all be over and I will then be able to sit for the State 

licensing board’s exam. It is a large departure from what I have done for a living throughout my lifetime, but one I am 

looking forward to getting in to full steam ahead. This last semester is during many holidays, so I will have lots of 

time off to both study and fly so I am looking forward to logging lots of hours this winter and know many of our 

Pilots traditionally do the same at this time of the year. 

 

Flight Ops is looking at adding some new cities to our scheduled line up at both Global Express Airways and Global 

Air International based on some of the most requested cities by our Pilots. So for those of you who did not get enough 

candy during Halloween last month, there are some goodies coming your way in the form of new cities to fly to/from. 

 

Some of you know that I have been putting all Global Express Airways flights and paints in to my traffic program for 

well over a year. I currently have all of the turboprop/helicopter flights in and almost half of the Jet flights at this time 

for a total of 31,340 daily flights. Although it has consumed many hours to make the databases and then import them, 

and assign a paint to each of them, it is awesome to see so many Global Express aircraft at the hundreds of airports 

served by them. Once I get all of the Global Express Airways flights in, I will also be putting in the total schedule of 

Global Air International as well. It will then be nice to be able to see one of our aircraft almost anywhere I fly in the 

world with my FSX! 

 

 

 

 

 

Until the next time……… Safe Flight Always! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

James “Mick” Taylor 
James “Mick” Taylor - GL-0004   

CEO Global Express Airways / Global Air International  
 

 


