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Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Omaha, Nebraska and Panama City, Panama. We 
also take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft 
is the Boeing 747-8i.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Omaha, Nebraska – Gateway to the West 
 
5. Panama City, Panama – Crossroad of the Americas 

 
8. Pilot Information 

 
9. Introducing the Boeing 747-8i 
 
11. In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 
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Page 2 – Omaha, Nebraska – Gateway to the West 

Omaha is the largest city in the state of Nebraska, and is the county seat of Douglas County. It is located in the 

Midwestern United States on the Missouri River, about 10 miles north of the mouth of the Platte River. Omaha is the 

anchor of the Omaha-Council Bluffs metropolitan area, which includes Council Bluffs, Iowa, across the Missouri 

River from Omaha. According to the 2010 Census, Omaha's population was 408,958, making it the nation's 42nd-

largest city. According to the 2012 Population Estimates, Omaha's population was 421,570. Including its suburbs, 

Omaha formed the 60th-largest metropolitan area in the United States in 2010, with an estimated population of 

877,110 residing in eight counties. The Omaha-Council Bluffs-Fremont, NE-IA Combined Statistical Area is 

922,051, according to the U.S. Census Bureau's 2012 estimate. There are more than 1.2 million residents within a 50-

mile radius of the city's center, forming the Greater Omaha area. 

Omaha's pioneer period began in 1854 when the city was founded 

by speculators from neighboring Council Bluffs, Iowa. The city 

was founded along the Missouri River, and a crossing called Lone 

Tree Ferry earned the city its nickname, the "Gateway to the 

West." It introduced this new West to the world when in 1898 it 

played host to the World's Fair, dubbed the Trans-Mississippi 

Exposition. During the 19th century, Omaha's central location in 

the United States spurred the city to become an important national 

transportation hub. Throughout the rest of the 19th century, the 

transportation and jobbing sectors were important in the city, 

along with its railroads and breweries. In the 20th century, the 

Omaha Stockyards, once one the world's largest, and its 

meatpacking plants, gained international prominence. Today, 

Omaha is the home to the headquarters of five Fortune 500 

companies: food giant ConAgra; the U.S.'s largest railroad Union 

Pacific Corporation; insurance firm Mutual of Omaha; one of the 

world's largest construction companies, Kiewit Corporation; and 

mega-conglomerate Berkshire Hathaway. 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 – Omaha, Nebraska – Gateway to the West 

Berkshire Hathaway is headed by local investor Warren Buffett, one of the richest people in the world, according to a 

decade's worth of Forbes Magazine rankings, some of which have ranked him as high as No. 1. Omaha is also the 

home to four Fortune 1000 headquarters: TD Ameritrade, West Corporation, Valmont Industries, and Werner 

Enterprises. First National Bank of Omaha is the largest privately held bank in the United States. Headquarters for 

Leo A Daly, HDR, Inc. and DLR Group, three of the US's largest 10 architecture/engineering firms, are based in 

Omaha. The Gallup Organization, of Gallup Poll fame, also is based in Omaha, with its riverfront Gallup University. 

Enron began in Omaha as Northern Natural Gas in 1930 before taking over a smaller Houston company in 1985 to 

form InterNorth, which was moved permanently to Houston in 1987 by the notorious Kenneth Lay. 

Notable modern Omaha inventions include 

the TV dinner, developed by Omaha's then-

Carl Swanson Co.; Raisin Bran, developed 

by Omaha's Skinner Macaroni Co.; cake 

mix, developed by Duncan Hines the 

forerunner to today's ConAgra Foods; Butter 

Brickel Ice Cream and the Reuben 

sandwich; center-pivot irrigation by Omaha's 

now-Valmont Corporation; the bobby pin 

and the "pink hair curler," at Omaha's Tip 

Top; the ski lift, in 1936, by Omaha's Union 

Pacific Corp; the "Top 40" radio format, 

pioneered by Todd Storz, scion of Omaha's 

Storz Brewing Co., and head of Storz 

Broadcasting, which was the first in the U.S. 

to use the "Top 40" format at Omaha's 

KOWH Radio. Dice were also invented in 

Omaha. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 4 – Omaha, Nebraska – Gateway to the West 

Omaha is generally divided into six geographic areas: Downtown, Midtown, North Omaha, South Omaha, West 

Omaha, and East Omaha. West Omaha includes the Miracle Hills, Girls and Boys Town, Regency, and Gateway 

areas. There is also a small community in East Omaha. The city has a wide range of historical and new 

neighborhoods and suburbs that reflect its socioeconomic diversity. According to U.S. Census data, five European 

ethnic enclaves existed in Omaha in 1880, expanding to nine in 1900. Around the start of the 20th century, the City of 

Omaha annexed several surrounding communities. At the same time, the city annexed all of South Omaha. From its 

first annexation in 1857 to its recent and controversial annexation of Elkhorn, Omaha has continually had an eye 

towards growth. Starting in the 1950s, development of highways and new housing led to movement of middle class to 

suburbs in West Omaha. Some of the movement was designated as white flight from racial unrest in the 1960s. 

Recently, Omahans have made strides to revitalize the downtown and Midtown areas with the redevelopment of the 

Old Market, Turner Park, Gifford Park, and the designation of the Omaha Rail and Commerce Historic District. 

 

Omaha, due to its latitude of 41.26˚ N and location far 

from moderating bodies of water or mountain ranges, 

displays a humid continental climate, with hot, humid 

summers and cold, relatively dry winters. July averages 

76.7 °F (24.8 °C), with moderate, but sometimes-high 

humidity and relatively frequent thunderstorms, usually 

rather violent and capable of spawning severe weather or 

tornadoes; temperatures reach 90 °F (32 °C) on 29 days 

and 100 °F (38 °C) on 1.7 days annually. The January 

daily average is 23.5 °F (−4.7 °C), with lows reaching 0 °F 

(−18 °C) on 11 days annually. The lowest temperature 

recorded in the city was −32 ° F (−36 ° C) on January 5, 

1884 and the highest 114 °F (46 °C) on July 25, 1936. 

Average yearly precipitation is 30.6 inches (777 mm), 

falling mostly in the warmer months. What precipitation 

that does fall in winter usually takes the form of snow, 

with average seasonal snowfall being 28.7 inches (73 cm). 



 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 5 – Panama City – Crossroads of the Americas 

Panama City is the capital and largest city of the Republic of Panama. It has a population of 880,691, with a total 

metro population of 1,272,672, and is located at the Pacific entrance of the Panama Canal, in the province of 

Panama. The city is the political and administrative center of the country, as well as a hub for international banking 

and commerce. It is considered a "beta" world city, one of three Central American cities listed in this category. 

Panama City has an average GDP per capita of $11,700. It has a dense skyline of mostly high-rise buildings, and it is 

surrounded by a large belt of tropical rainforest. Panama's Tocumen International Airport, the largest and busiest 

airport in Central America, offers daily flights to major international destinations. Panama City was chosen as the 

2003 American Capital of Culture jointly with Curitiba, Brazil. It is among the top five places for retirement in the 

world, according to International Living magazine. Panama City was founded on August 15, 1519, by Spanish 

conquistador Pedro Arias Dávila. The city was the starting point for expeditions that conquered the Inca Empire in 

Peru. It was a stopover point on one of the most important trade routes in the history of the American continent, 

leading to the fairs of Nombre de Dios and Portobelo, through which passed most of the gold and silver that Spain 

took from the Americas. On January 28, 1671, the city was destroyed by a fire when pirate Henry Morgan sacked 

and set fire to it. The city was formally reestablished two years later on January 21, 1673, in a peninsula located 

8 km (5 miles) from the original settlement. The site of the previously devastated city is still in ruins and is now a 

popular tourist attraction known as Panama Viejo. 

 

 
One year before the start of the California Gold Rush, 

the Panama Railroad Company was formed, but the 

railroad did not begin operation until 1855. Between 

1848 and 1869, the year the first transcontinental 

railroad was completed in the United States; about 

375,000 persons crossed the isthmus from the Atlantic to 

the Pacific, and 225,000 in the opposite direction. The 

construction of the Panama Canal was of great benefit to 

the infrastructure and economy. Of particular note are 

the improvements in health and sanitation brought about 

by the American presence in the Canal Zone. These 

include the eradication of yellow fever and malaria and 

the introduction of a first-rate water supply system. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Panama City – Crossroads of the Americas 

During World War II, construction of military bases and the presence of larger numbers of U.S. military and 

civilian personnel brought about unprecedented levels of prosperity to the city. Panamanians had limited access, or 

no access at all, to many areas in the Canal Zone neighboring the Panama City metropolitan area. Some of these 

areas were military bases accessible only to United States personnel. Some tensions arose between the people of 

Panama and the U.S. citizens living in the Panama Canal Zone. This erupted in the January 9, 1964 events, known 

as Martyrs' Day. In the late 1970s through the 1980s Panama City became an international banking center, bringing 

a lot of undesirable attention as an international money-laundering center. In 1989 after nearly a year of tension 

between the United States and Panama, President George H. Bush ordered the invasion of Panama to depose the 

leader of Panama, General Manuel Noriega. As a result of the action a portion of the El Chorrillo neighborhood, 

which consisted mostly of old wood-framed buildings dating back to the 1900s (though still a large slum area), was 

destroyed by fire. Eventually, the U.S. helped finance the construction of large cinderblock apartment buildings to 

replace the destroyed structures. Panama City remains a banking center, although with very visible controls in the 

flow of cash. Shipping is handled through port facilities in the area of Balboa operated by the Hutchison Whampoa 

Company of Hong Kong and through several ports on the Caribbean side of the isthmus. Balboa, which is located 

within the greater Panama City metropolitan area, was formerly part of the Panama Canal Zone, and in fact the 

administration of the former Panama Canal Zone was headquartered there. 

 

Panama is located between the Pacific 

Ocean and tropical rain forest. The 

Metropolitan Nature Park, stretching from 

Panama City along the Panama Canal, has 

unique bird species and other animals, such 

as tapir, puma, and caimans. At the Pacific 

entrance of the canal is a research center for 

those interested in tropical marine life and 

ecology, managed by the Smithsonian 

Tropical Research Institute. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 7 – Panama City – Crossroads of the Americas 

As the economic and financial center of the country, Panama City's economy is service-based, heavily weighted 

toward banking, commerce, and tourism. The economy depends significantly on trade and shipping activities 

associated with the Panama Canal and port facilities located in Balboa. The city has benefited from significant 

economic growth in recent years, mainly due to the ongoing expansion of the Panama Canal, an increase in real estate 

investment, and a relatively stable banking sector. There are around eighty banks in the city, at least fifteen of which 

are national. Panama City is responsible for the production of approximately 55% of the country's GDP. This is 

because most Panamanian businesses and premises are located in the city and its metro area. It is a stopover for other 

destinations in the country, as well as a transit point and tourist destination in itself. Tourism is one of the most 

important economic activities in terms of revenue generation. The city's hotel occupancy rate has always been 

relatively high, reaching the second highest for any city outside the United States in 2008, after Perth, Australia, and 

followed by Dubai. However, hotel occupancy rates have dropped since 2009, probably due to the opening of many 

new luxury hotels. The Trump Organization is currently building the Trump Ocean Club, its first investment in Latin 

America, and Hilton Worldwide recently opened its first Garden Inn Panama, at Eusebio. 

 

The area immediately east of the Pacific 

entrance of the canal, known as the Amador 

Causeway, is being developed as a tourist 

center and nightlife destination.  

 

The Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute 

operates a station and a small museum open 

to the public at Culebra Point on the island of 

Naos.  

 

A new museum, the Museum of Biodiversity 

is under construction on the causeway. It was 

designed by the American architect Frank 

Gehry, famous for the Guggenheim Museum 

Bilbao and the Disney Concert Hall in Los 

Angeles. Just outside the city limits is the 

Parque Municipal Summit. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

Last month, Global Air 

International took the first 

delivery of the shiny new Airbus 

A350-1000 XWB (Extra Wide 

Body) the aircraft has been added 

to the schedules, and is ready to 

go. You can find the new aircraft 

on all new flight schedules (except 

cargo/freight and/or regional short 

haul flights) and the aircraft can 

be downloaded in the Pilot’s 

lounge at Global Air International 

now. The aircraft has full 

animations so make sure to read 

the readme file and make the 

needed adjustments to take 

advantage of this cool feature. 

Top 5 surprising long haul Frequent Flyers. 

1. People who ask where the toilets are at the end of a 12 hour sector. 

Is this really the first time you have been? Everyone knows on a flight you can never have too much water. Give 

yourself a decent chance of not feeling like a dried apricot when you land. Recycled aircraft air is bone dry, around 

11 % humidity, so moisture is literally sucked out of you. This is not urgent on a SFO-LAX sector, but you are 

guaranteed a non- alcoholic hangover if you don’t drink several liters of water between the U.S. and Europe. Apart 

from lipstick and a medicinal coffee or two, it is the secret of flight attendants being able to still speak by the end of 

the flight. 

2. People who go to the toilet barefoot. 

Are you insane? While I can vouch that the toilets are regularly wiped down from the mirror to the floors (the 

glamour!), it only takes one passenger to miss a spit into the sink to make it seem like someone has gone through a 

metabolic change there. Just think of it like this: would you go into a football stadium toilet barefoot at halftime? 

Well the traffic is about the same only the bathrooms in sporting fixtures don’t rock and jump from side to side and 

up and down while you aim. I have seen footprints on the toilet seat, vomit and other human waste up the walls. The 

mile high clubbers seem benign in comparison. Enough said about bathrooms. 

3. People who don’t believe the crew. 

If the flight attendant says there is no Cranberry juice, you don’t need to ask 10 others as well. They WILL talk about 

you. If they ask you to turn off your phone before takeoff, turn it off. It is not because they don’t want you to play 

Words with Friends, it is because they are obliged BY LAWS AND REGULATIONS – if you don’t turn off, 

standard operating procedures dictate that the aircraft can’t take off. If the Captain says to put on your seatbelt there 

could be turbulence, then put on your seatbelt. I have seen heads go through overhead bins, and people lose teeth. 

You and your children are not exempt from the laws of physics. 

4. People who think cola is a good drink choice for their children on a flight. 

I’m not kidding, people regularly asked me for caffeinated soft drinks for their tiny travel companions. I have been 

asked several times for Cola in a baby bottle. I was asked once for Cola in a baby bottle with a few spoons of sugar 

added. If you do ply your little ones with soft drinks after takeoff, do not be surprised when they drift off to blissful 

slumber 14 hours later on landing into LAX. Sleeping children and baggage carousels do not mix well. 

5. People who lose their mind at 30000ft. 

Ask yourself: would I say this/do this/behave like this in my local coffee shop? If the answer is no, cease and desist 

whatever it is you are contemplating. Would you cry or yell, or tell the waiter you hated them because the last lamb 

roast was ordered? Would you punch an old man in front of you if he moved his chair closer to you? Would you roll 

your eyes at anyone with small children? Would you change your clothes in the middle of the room? Kiss a complete 

stranger in a room full of other strangers? No? Well don’t do it on a plane. If only because you have nowhere to hide 

your embarrassment for the next 10 hours. It happens. 

 

 

http://www.mamamia.com.au/travel/i-travel-the-world-with-my-kids-heres-how/


 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 9 –Introducing the Boeing B747-8i 

The Boeing 747-8 is a wide-body jet airliner developed by Boeing Commercial Airplanes. Officially announced in 

2005, the 747-8 is the fourth-generation Boeing 747 version, with lengthened fuselage, redesigned wings, and 

improved efficiency. The 747-8 is the largest 747 version, the largest commercial aircraft built in the United States, 

and the longest passenger aircraft in the world. The 747-8 is offered in two main variants: the 747-8 Intercontinental 

(747-8I) for passengers and the 747-8 Freighter (747-8F) for cargo. The first 747-8F performed the model's maiden 

flight on February 8, 2010, with the 747-8 Intercontinental following on March 20, 2011. Delivery of the first 

freighter aircraft occurred in October 2011; passenger model deliveries began in 2012. In July 2013, confirmed orders 

for the 747-8 totaled 107, including 67 of the freighter version, and 40 of the passenger version. 

The 747-8 was designed to be the first lengthened 747 to go into production. The 747-8 and 747SP are the only 747 

variants with a fuselage of modified length. The 747-8 was intended to use the same engine and cockpit technology 

as that of the 787, including the General Electric GEnx turbofan and partial fly-by-wire. Boeing said that the new 

design would be quieter, more economical, and more environmentally friendly than previous versions of the 747. As 

a derivative of the already-common 747-400, the 747-8 has the economic benefit of similar training and 

interchangeable parts. Boeing firmed the 747-8 Freighter's configuration in October 2006.  

 

The 747-8, as the current new 

development of Boeing's 

largest airliner, is notably in 

direct competition on long-

haul routes with the Airbus 

A380. Boeing states that the 

747-8 is more than 10 percent 

lighter per seat and consumes 

11 percent less fuel per 

passenger than the A380, 

translating into a trip-cost 

reduction of 21 percent and a 

seat-mile cost reduction of 

over 6 percent. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 –Introducing the Boeing B747-8i 

The passenger version, named 747-8 Intercontinental or 747-8I was formally launched on November 14, 2005, by 

Boeing. It can carry up to 467 passengers in a typical three-class configuration over 8,000 nm (15,000 km) at Mach 

0.855. The 747-8I can carry 51 more passengers and two more freight pallets with 26% more cargo volume than the 

747-400. Despite initial plans for a shorter stretch than the freighter model, the two variants were set at the same 

length, increasing passenger capacity and allowing easier modification of the 747-8I to freighter use. The upper deck 

is lengthened on the −8I. New engine technology and aerodynamic modifications allow longer range. Boeing has 

stated that compared to the 747-400, the −8I is to be 30% quieter, 16% more fuel-efficient, and have 13% lower seat-

mile costs with nearly the same cost per trip. 

 

For the 747-8, Boeing proposed some changes to the interior layout of the aircraft. Most noticeable is the curved 

stairway to the upper deck and a more spacious main passenger entrance. The 747-8's main cabin uses an interior 

similar to that of the 787. Overhead bins are curved, and the center row is designed to look as though it is attached to 

the curved ceiling, rather than integrated into the ceiling's curve like on the 777. The windows are also of similar size 

to the type used on the 777, which are 8% larger than those on the current 747-400s. The 747-8 features a new solid-

state light-emitting diode (LED) lighting system, which can create mood lighting. LED technology also offers 

improved reliability and lower maintenance costs. 

 

During the initial 747-8 marketing phase, Boeing also proposed creating a revenue-generating "SkyLoft" passenger 

facility in the crown space. This facility would include "SkySuites", small individual compartments with sliding doors 

or curtains, featuring beds, seating, and entertainment or business equipment. A common lounge area could also be 

provided. Boeing also proposed smaller, more modest "SkyBunks". Access to the crown area would be via a separate 

stairway at the rear of the aircraft. Passengers using the SkySuites, sold at a premium price, would sit in regular 

economy class seats for take-off and landing, and move to the crown area during flight. However, pricing feasibility 

studies found the SkyLoft concept difficult to justify. In 2007, Boeing dropped the SkyLoft concept in favor of upper-

deck galley storage options, which were favored by the airlines. Outfitting the crown space for sleeping remains an 

option on VIP aircraft, and the first BBJ 747-8 with AeroLoft was produced in 2012.  



 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 –In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Iron Man 3 

Marvel's "Iron Man 3" pits brash-but-brilliant industrialist Tony Stark/Iron Man against an 

enemy whose reach knows no bounds. When Stark finds his personal world destroyed at his 

enemy's hands, he embarks on a harrowing quest to find those responsible. This journey, at 

every turn, will test his mettle. With his back against the wall, Stark is left to survive by his 

own devices, relying on his ingenuity and instincts to protect those closest to him. As he 

fights his way back, Stark discovers the answer to the question that has secretly haunted 

him: does the man make the suit or does the suit make the man? 

Action/Adventure/Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Pacific Rim 

When legions of monstrous creatures, known as Kaiju, started rising from the sea, a war 

began that would take millions of lives and consume humanity's resources for years on end. 

To combat the giant Kaiju, a special type of weapon was devised: massive robots, called 

Jaegers, which are controlled simultaneously by two pilots whose minds are locked in a 

neural bridge. But even the Jaegers are proving nearly defenseless in the face of the 

relentless Kaiju. On the verge of defeat, the forces defending mankind have no choice but 

to turn to two unlikely heroes-a washed up former pilot (Charlie Hunnam) and an untested 

trainee (Rinko Kikuchi)-who are teamed to drive a legendary but seemingly obsolete Jaeger 

from the past. Together, they stand as mankind's last hope against the mounting apocalypse. 

Action/Adventure/Science Fiction/Fantasy 

The Hangover Part III 

"The Hangover Part III" is the third and final film in director Todd Phillips' record-

shattering comedy franchise. This time, there's no wedding. No bachelor party. What could 

go wrong, right? But when the Wolfpack hits the road, all bets are off. 

Comedy 

The Heat 

Uptight FBI Special Agent Sarah Ashburn (Sandra Bullock) and foul-mouthed Boston cop 

Shannon Mullins (Melissa McCarthy) couldn't be more incompatible. But when they join 

forces to bring down a ruthless drug lord, they become the last thing anyone expected: 

buddies. From Paul Feig, director of "Bridesmaids."  

Comedy 

The Purge 

In The Purge, a speculative thriller that follows one family over the course of a single night, 

four people will be tested to see how far they will go to protect themselves when the vicious 

outside world breaks into their home. In an America wracked by crime and overcrowded 

prisons, the government has sanctioned an annual 12-hour period in which any and all 

criminal activity-including murder-becomes legal. When an intruder breaks into James 

Sandin's gated community during the yearly lockdown, he begins a sequence of events that 

threatens to tear a family apart. Now, it is up to James, his wife, Mary (Lena Headey), and 

their kids to make it through the night without turning into the monsters from whom they 

hide. - Mystery/Suspense/Science Fiction/Fantasy 



 

  

  

 

 

 

Page 12 –In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Katheryn Elizabeth "Katy" Hudson, better known by her 

stage name Katy Perry, is an American singer, 

songwriter, businesswoman, philanthropist, and actress. 

Having had very little exposure to mainstream pop 

music in her childhood, she pursued a career in gospel 

music as a teen. In 2007, Perry signed a recording 

contract with Capitol Records and adopted her current 

stage name. The following year, she came to prominence 

with the June 2008 release of her second album, One of 

the Boys, which produced the singles "I Kissed a Girl", 

and "Waking Up in Vegas". Perry's third record, 

Teenage Dream, was released in August 2010 and 

spawned Billboard Hot 100 chart-topping singles. In 

doing so, it became the first album recorded by a female 

artist in history to produce five number-one hits. Her 

fourth album, Prism, was released in October 2013 and 

contains the Billboard Hot 100 number 1 single "Roar". 

Perry has received numerous awards and nominations, 

including nine Grammy nominations and Billboard 

dubbed her as 2012's Woman of the Year. She remains 

the only artist to spend 69 consecutive weeks in the top 

ten of the Hot 100. Perry was ranked at number fourteen 

on Billboard's list of top moneymakers of 2011, grossing 

more than $11 million. 

 

Sir James Paul McCartney is an English musician, 

singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist and composer. 

With John Lennon, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, he 

gained worldwide fame as a member of the Beatles, and 

his songwriting partnership with Lennon is one of the 

most celebrated of the 20th century. After the band's 

break-up, he pursued a solo career, later forming Wings 

with his first wife, Linda, and Denny Laine. Guinness 

World Records described McCartney as the "most 

successful composer and recording artist of all time", 

with 60 gold discs and sales of over 100 million albums 

and 100 million singles, and as the "most successful 

songwriter" in United Kingdom chart history. More than 

2,200 artists have covered his Beatles song "Yesterday", 

more than any other song in history. Inducted into the 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame as a solo artist in March 

1999, McCartney has written, or co-written 32 songs that 

have reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100, and 

as of 2013 he has sold over 15.5 million units in the 

United States. McCartney has released an extensive 

catalogue of songs as a solo artist and has composed 

classical and electronic music. He has taken part in 

projects to promote international charities related to such 

subjects as animal rights, seal hunting, landmines, 

vegetarianism, poverty, and music education. He has 

married three times and is the parent of five children. 

 


