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Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will 
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Chicago, Illinois and Mexico City, Mexico. We also 
take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured aircraft is the 
Fairchild Metroliner 23.  

 

We wish you a pleasant flight.  

2. Chicago, Illinois – The Windy City 

 
5. Mexico City, Mexico – The City of Palaces 

 
8. Pilot Information 

 
11. Introducing the Fairchild Metroliner 23 – Fast & Sleek 

 
13. In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

 

Page 1 - Introduction 



 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 – Chicago, Illinois – The Windy City 

Chicago is the largest city in the US state of 

Illinois. With nearly 2.7 million residents, it is the 

most populous city in the Midwestern United 

States and the third most populous in the USA, 

after New York City and Los Angeles. Its 

metropolitan area, sometimes called 

"Chicagoland," is the 27th most populous urban 

agglomeration in the world, the largest in the 

Great Lakes Megalopolis, and the third largest in 

the United States, home to an estimated 

9.5 million people. Chicago is the county seat of 

Cook County, the second most populous county in 

the United States, after Los Angeles County, 

California. 

Chicago was incorporated as a town in 1833, near 

a portage between the Great Lakes and the 

Mississippi River watershed. Today, the city 

retains its status as a major hub for industry, 

telecommunications and infrastructure, with 

O'Hare International Airport being the second 

busiest airport in the world in terms of traffic 

movements. In 2008, the city hosted 45.6 million 

domestic and overseas visitors. As of 2010, 

Chicago's metropolitan area has the 4th largest 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) amongst world 

metropolitan areas. The city is a center for 

services, business and finance and is listed as one 

of the world's top ten Global Financial Centers.  

The World Cities Study Group rated Chicago as an "alpha 

world city". In a 2010 survey collaboration between Foreign 

Policy and A.T Kearney ranking cities, Chicago ranked 6th, 

just after Paris and Hong Kong.  Chicago has been ranked by 

Forbes as the world's 5th most economically powerful city. 



 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Page 3 – Chicago, Illinois – The Windy City 

Chicago is a stronghold of the Democratic Party and has been home to many influential politicians, including the 

current President of the United States, Barack Obama. The city's notoriety expressed in popular culture is found in 

novels, plays, movies, songs, various types of journals (for example, sports, entertainment, business, trade, and 

academic), and the news media. Chicago has numerous nicknames, which reflect the impressions and opinions about 

historical and contemporary Chicago. The best known include: "Chi-town," "Windy City," "Second City," and the 

"City of Big Shoulders." Chicago has also been called "the most American of big cities."  

Chicago is located in northeastern Illinois at the southwestern tip of Lake Michigan. It sits on a continental divide at 

the site of the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes watersheds. The city lays beside freshwater Lake Michigan and 

two rivers the Chicago River and the Calumet River in the industrial far South Side. 

 

The outcome of the Great Chicago Fire led to 

the largest building boom in the history of 

the nation. Perhaps the most outstanding of 

these events was the relocation of many of 

the nation's most prominent architects from 

New England to the city for construction of 

the 1893 Columbian Exposition. In 1885, the 

first steel-framed high-rise building, the 

Home Insurance Building, rose in Chicago, 

ushering in the skyscraper era. Today, 

Chicago's skyline is among the worlds tallest 

and most dense. The nation's two tallest 

buildings are both located in Chicago; Willis 

Tower (formerly Sears Tower), and Trump 

International Hotel and Tower. The Loop's 

historic buildings include the Chicago Board 

of Trade Building, the Fine Arts Building, 35 

East Wacker, and 860-880 Lake Shore Drive 

Apartments by Mies van der Rohe. 



 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 – Chicago, Illinois – The Windy City 

One of the city's most famous 

thoroughfares, Western Avenue, is one of 

the longest urban streets in the world. 

Other famous streets include Belmont 

Avenue, Pulaski Road, and Division 

Street. The City Beautiful movement 

inspired Chicago's Boulevards and 

Parkways. 

In 2008, Chicago attracted 32.4 million 

domestic leisure travelers, 11.7 million 

domestic business travelers and 

1.3 million overseas visitors. These 

visitors contributed more than US$11.8 

billion to Chicago's economy. Upscale 

shopping along the Magnificent Mile and 

State Street, thousands of restaurants, as 

well as Chicago's eminent architecture, 

continue to draw tourists. The city is the 

United States' third-largest convention 

destination. 

Chicago lays claim to a large number of 

regional specialties which reflect the city's 

working class roots. Included among these 

are its nationally renowned deep-dish 

pizza, this style is said to have originated 

at Pizzeria Uno. The Chicago-style thin 

crust is popular in the city as well. 

 

The Chicago-style hot dog, typically a Vienna Beef dog loaded with an 

array of fixings that often includes neon green pickle relish, yellow 

mustard, pickled sport peppers, tomato wedges, dill pickle spear and 

topped off with celery salt all on a S. Rosen's poppy seed bun. Ketchup 

on a Chicago hot dog is frowned upon by enthusiasts of the Chicago-

style dog, but may prefer to add giardiniera. Chicago was named the 

Best Sports City in the United States in 1993, 2006, 2010. The city is 

home to two Baseball teams: the Chicago Cubs and the White Sox. 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Page 5 – Mexico City, Mexico – The City of Palaces 

Mexico City, México, D.F., or simply D.F. is the Federal District (Distrito Federal), capital of Mexico and seat of the 

federal powers of the Mexican Union. It is a federal entity within Mexico which is not part of any one of the 31 

Mexican states but belongs to the federation as a whole. Mexico City is the country's largest city as well as its most 

important political, cultural, educational and financial center. 

As an "alpha" global city Mexico City is one of the most important financial centers in North America. It is located in 

the Valley of Mexico, a large valley in the high plateaus at the center of Mexico, at an altitude of 2,240 meters 

(7,350 ft). The city consists of sixteen boroughs. 

The 2009 estimated population for the city proper was around 8.84 million people, and has a land area of 1,485 square 

kilometers (573 sq mi). According to the most recent definition agreed upon by the federal and state governments, the 

Mexico City metropolitan area population is 21.2 million people, making it the largest metropolitan area in the 

western hemisphere and the fifth largest agglomeration in the world. 

Mexico City has a gross domestic product (GDP) of $390 billion US$ in 2008, making Mexico City the eighth richest 

city in the world. The city was responsible for 

generating 21% of Mexico's Gross Domestic 

Product and the metropolitan area accounted for 

34% of total national GDP.  

The city was originally built on an island of Lake 

Texcoco by the Aztecs in 1325 as Tenochtitlan, 

which was almost completely destroyed in the 1521 

siege of Tenochtitlan, and subsequently redesigned 

and rebuilt in accordance with the Spanish urban 

standards. In 1524, the municipality of Mexico City 

was established, known as México Tenochtitlán, and 

as of 1585 it was officially known as La Ciudad de 

México (Mexico City). Mexico City served as the 

political, administrative and financial centre of a 

major part of the Spanish colonial empire. 



 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 – Mexico City, Mexico – The City of Palaces 

The city now known as Mexico City was founded by the Mexica people, later known as the Aztecs, in 1325. The old 

Mexica city is now referred to as Tenochtitlan. The Mexica were one of the last of the Nahuatl-speaking peoples who 

migrated to this part of the Valley of Mexico after the fall of the Toltec Empire. Their presence was resisted by the 

peoples who were already in the valley, but the Mexica were able to establish a city on a small island on the western 

side of Lake Texcoco. The Mexica themselves had a story about how their city was founded, after being led to the 

island by their principal god, Huitzilopochtli. According to the story, the god indicated their old home with a sign; an 

eagle perched on a nopal cactus with a snake in its beak. When the Spaniards arrived, the Aztec Empire reached much 

of Mesoamerica, touching both the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean. Scholars estimate that between 200,000 and 

250,000 people lived in Tenochtitlan in 1500, more than four times the population of London at that time. 

 

Mexico City has a subtropical highland 

climate, due to its tropical location and 

high elevation. The lower region of the 

valley receives less rainfall than the 

upper regions of the south. The average 

annual temperature varies from 12 to 16 

°C (54 to 61 °F), depending on the 

altitude of the borough. Lowest 

temperatures, usually registered during 

January and February, may reach -2 to -5 

°C (28 to 23 °F), usually accompanied 

by snow showers on the southern regions 

and the maximum temperatures of late 

spring and summer may reach up to 32 

°C (90 °F). Overall precipitation is 

heavily concentrated in the summer 

months, including dense hail. 



  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 – Mexico City, Mexico – The City of Palaces 

Mexico City was traditionally known as La Ciudad de los Palacios ("the City of the Palaces"), a nickname attributed 

to Baron Alexander von Humboldt when visiting the city in the 19th century who sending a letter back to Europe said 

Mexico City could rival any major city in Europe. 

During López Obrador's administration a political slogan was introduced: la Ciudad de la Esperanza ("The City of 

Hope"). This slogan was quickly adopted as a nickname to the city under López Obrador's term, although it has lost 

popularity since the new slogan Capital en Movimiento ("Capital in Movement") was adopted by the recently elected 

administration headed by Marcelo Ebrard Casaubon; the latter is not treated as often as a nickname in media. 

The city is colloquially known as Chilangolandia after the locals' nickname chilangos, which is used either as a 

pejorative term by people living outside Mexico City or as a proud adjective by Mexico City's dwellers. Residents of 

Mexico City are more formally called capitalinos in reference to the city being the capital of the country or, more 

recently defeños. 

 Between 2000 and 2004 an average of 478 

crimes were reported each day in Mexico City; 

however, the actual crime rate is thought to be 

much higher "since most people are reluctant to 

report crime." Under policies enacted by Mayor 

Marcelo Ebrard between 2009 and 2011, Mexico 

City underwent a major security upgrade with 

violent and petty crime rates both falling 

significantly despite the rise in violent crime in 

other parts of the country. Some of the policies 

enacted included the installation of 11,000 

security cameras around the city and a very large 

expansion of the city police force. Mexico City 

currently has one of the highest police officer to 

resident ratios in the world, with one uniformed 

police officer per every 100 citizens. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Page 8 – Pilot Information 

This month we continue our coverage of the Global Explorer Club’s lounges located at the airports Global serves 

around the world. Our clubs are available to all of our Global Explorer frequent flyer program members as well as 

our First class passengers and our Flight Crew members. 

The three story lobby at the Global Explorer’s 

Club located at Boston International Airport. 

The member’s bar at Global Explorer’s Club 

located at Boston International Airport. 

The member’s computer facilities located at 

Boston International Airport. 

The three story lobby at the Global Explorer’s 

Club located at New York’s JFK Airport. 



 

 

  

 

  
 

 

  

  

 
 

  

 

 

Page 9 – Pilot Information 

The member’s bar at the Global Explorer’s Club 

located at New York’s JFK Airport. 

The computer and games facility located at New 

York’s JFK Airport. 

The three story lobby and bar at the Global 

Explorer’s Club located at Miami International. 

The member’s computer facilities located at 

Miami International Airport. 



 

 

 

  

 
  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Page 10 – Pilot Information 

The three story lobby at the Global Explorer’s 

Club located at Seattle International Airport. 

The member’s bar at the Global Explorer’s Club 

located at Seattle International Airport. 

The member’s computer facilities located at 

Seattle International Airport. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 11 – The Fairchild Metroliner 23 – Fast & Sleek 

The Fairchild Swearingen Metroliner or the Fairchild Aerospace Metro is a 19-seat, pressurized, twin turboprop 

airliner first produced by Swearingen Aircraft and later by Fairchild at a plant in San Antonio, Texas, United States. 

The Metroliner was an evolution of the Swearingen Merlin turboprop-powered business aircraft. Ed Swearingen, a 

Texas fixed base operator started the developments that led to the Metro through gradual modifications to the 

Beechcraft Twin Bonanza and Queen Air business aircraft, aircraft he dubbed Excalibur. 

Then a new fuselage (but with a similar nose) and vertical fin were developed, married to salvaged and rebuilt Queen 

Air wings and horizontal tails, and Twin Bonanza landing gear; this became the SA26 Merlin, more-or-less a 

pressurized Excalibur. 

 



 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12 – The Fairchild Metroliner 23 – Fast & Sleek 

Improvements beyond the Metro III provided better systems, more power and a further increase in takeoff weight. 

This design effort resulted in the SA227 CC and SA227-DC models, initially called the Metro IV then renamed 

Metro 23, so named as they were designed for certification under FAR Part 23 standards. Metro production ended in 

1998, however by this time Regional Jets were in vogue and turboprop types were out of favor with airlines, and 

several airframes remained unsold at the factory. The final aircraft, Metro 23 c/n DC-904B, was not delivered to air 

charter company National Jet Aviation Services of Zelienople, Pennsylvania until 2001. The Metro 23 is one of the 

fastest turboprop airliners of its size and is widely used in markets where larger aircraft cannot land or take-off. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Page 13 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

X-Men: First Class 

Before Professor Charles Xavier and Erik Lehnsherr became mortal enemies as Professor X 

and Magneto, X-Men: First Class follows the two former allies as they lead a powerful team 

of mutants on a mission to save the planet from nuclear annihilation. Charles and Erik were 

just young men when it began to appear as if the world was careening toward destruction. 

As the Doomsday Clock ticks faster toward midnight, the time comes to take action. 

Realizing they could use their unique powers to avert a global thermonuclear war during the 

Bay of Pigs crisis, the two powerful mutants launch an intense recruitment campaign with 

the support of Dr. MacTaggert and the CIA. Fantasy/Sci-Fiction/Adventure 

 

Something Borrowed 

Something Borrowed stars Ginnifer Goodwin as Rachel, a 30-year-old lawyer always able to 

put aside what she wants for the betterment of her BFF since childhood, Darcy, a sexy 

extrovert who never met a party or a drink she didn't like. Darcy is marrying Dex, Rachel's 

study partner from law school, and the guy she's had a massive crush on since they took 

their first Torts class together. When Dex and Rachel finally hook up just months before the 

wedding, he realizes he might be marrying the wrong woman, but pressures from his parents 

corner him into going through with his duties, even if it's not what his heart wants. 

Comedy/Drama 

The Conspirator 

Robert Redford focuses on the chaotic moment in history directly following President 

Lincoln's assassination to tell the story of the proud mother charged with committing the 

monumental crime, and the ambitious young lawyer who reluctantly becomes her defense 

attorney. The Civil War has ended, and upon returning home, Union War hero Frederick 

Aiken endeavors to enter the world of politics by establishing himself as a lawyer. Though a 

high-society ball provides Aiken with the unique opportunity to gain an audience with 

standing Secretary of War Edwin Stanton (Kevin Kline), history intervenes when John 

Wilkes Booth fires the fateful bullet that ends the president's life.  Historical/Drama 

 

Dead Man 

A dark, bitter commentary on modern American life cloaked in the form of a surrealist 

western, Jim Jarmusch's Dead Man stars Johnny Depp as William Blake, a newly-orphaned 

accountant who leaves his home in Cleveland to accept a job in the frontier town of 

Machine. Upon his arrival, Blake is told by the factory owner Dickinson that the job has 

already been filled. Dejectedly, he enters a nearby tavern, ultimately spending the night with 

a former prostitute. A violent altercation with the woman's lover, also Dickinson's son, 

leaves Blake a murderer as well as mortally wounded, a bullet lodged dangerously close to 

his heart. He flees into the wilderness, where a Native American named Nobody mistakes 

Blake for the English poet William Blake and determines that he will be Blake's guide in his 

protracted passage into the spirit world. Western/Sci-Fiction 

Venom 

A Good Samaritan becomes the victim of voodoo spells in this horror story produced by 

Scream screenwriter Kevin Williamson. When an aged Creole woman is caught in a car 

wreck in a remote section of Louisiana, Ray, the owner of a nearby filling station, speeds to 

the scene of the accident to help. However, Ray doesn't know that the woman is a voodoo 

practitioner whose vehicle holds a case full of magic talismans. The magical spirits lead Ray 

to an unexpected death, and then they take over his body, turning him into a bloodthirsty 

monster. As the reanimated Ray makes his way into town, a group of teenagers including 

Eden and Tammy find themselves running for their lives from the supernatural creature. 

Horror 



  

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 14 – In-Flight Movies/Featured Music 

Red Hot Chili Peppers is an American rock 

band, formed in Los Angeles in 1983. The 

group's musical style primarily consists of 

rock with an emphasis on funk, as well as 

elements from other genres such as punk, hip 

hop and psychedelic rock. The band consists 

of founding members Anthony Kiedis, 

Michael "Flea" Balzary, alongside longtime 

drummer Chad Smith and recently added 

guitarist Josh Klinghoffer. The Red Hot Chili 

Peppers have won 7 Grammy Awards. The 

band has sold over 65 million albums 

worldwide, charting nine singles in the Top 

40 of the Billboard Hot 100 (including three 

in the Top 10), five number one singles on 

the Hot Mainstream Rock Tracks chart, and 

they currently hold the record for most 

number one singles on the Alternative Songs 

chart at twelve. Following the last leg of the 

Stadium Arcadium tour, the band members 

took an extended break. Kiedis attributed this 

to the band being worn out from their years 

of nonstop work since Californication. 

 

 

In October 2009, the band ended their hiatus and, without Frusciante, entered the studio to begin writing for their tenth 

album. They were joined in the studio by Josh Klinghoffer, who to the public was still the band's backup touring 

guitarist, although months later it was confirmed that he was already an official member and Frusciante's replacement 

at that time.  

Joshua Ryan "Jake" Owen is an American country music 

artist. Signed to RCA Records Nashville in 2005, he released his 

debut album Startin' with Me that year. The album produced 

three singles, all of which reached Top 20 on the Billboard Hot 

Country Songs chart: "Yee Haw", "Startin' with Me", and 

"Something About a Woman". A second album, 2009's Easy 

Does It, has accounted for three more singles in the #2 "Don't 

Think I Can't Love You", "Eight Second Ride", and "Tell Me".  

Joshua "Jake" Owen and his fraternal twin brother Jarrod 

regularly participated in a variety of sports. Josh eventually took 

up golf, and began pursuing a career as a professional golfer, 

winning his first tournament at fifteen. A wakeboarding accident 

which resulted in reconstructive surgery left Josh unable to 

continue playing the sport.  

While recovering from his injuries, he borrowed a neighbor's 

guitar and began to teach himself how to play it. After seeing a 

guitarist perform at a campus bar, he asked the bar's owner if he 

could play a gig there. Eventually, he became a regular at the 

bar, and soon took up writing his own material as well. He then 

moved to Nashville, Tennessee, making his first stop at a bank 

to open a savings account; after telling the bank teller that he 

was a singer and songwriter, the teller then asked if he had any 

recordings available. He gave her a CD of his work, which she 

sent to the Warner/Chappell Music publishing company. 

Warner/Chappell did not sign him to a contract it drew the 

attention of Sony BMG who did sign him up. 

 


