Global Aviation
M
A
G
A
Z
I
N
E
Issue 97 / September 2018

Page 1 - Introduction

Welcome on board this Global Aircraft. In this issue of the Global Aviation Magazine, we will
take a look at two more Global Lines cities Houston, Texas and Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
We also take another look at a featured aircraft in the Global Fleet. This month’s featured
aircraft is the Sikorsky S61.
We wish you a pleasant flight.
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Houston is the fourth-largest city in the United States of America, and the largest city in the state of Texas.
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the city had a population of over 2.1 million people within a land area of 599.6
square miles. Houston is the seat of Harris County and the economic center of Houston–The Woodlands–Sugar
Land, the fifth-largest metropolitan area in the U.S. with over 6 million people. Houston was founded in 1836 on
land near the banks of Buffalo Bayou, now known as Allen's Landing. Incorporated as a city on June 5, 1837, the
city was named after former General Sam Houston, who was president of the Republic of Texas and had commanded
and won at the Battle of San Jacinto 25 miles east of where the city was established. The burgeoning port and
railroad industry, combined with oil discovery in 1901, has induced continual surges in the city's population. In the
mid-twentieth century, Houston became the home of the Texas Medical Center the world's largest concentration of
healthcare and research institutions and NASA's Johnson Space Center, where the Mission Control Center is located.
Rated as a global city, Houston's
economy has a broad industrial base in
energy, manufacturing, aeronautics, and
transportation. It is also leading in
health care sectors and building oilfield
equipment; only New York City is
home to more Fortune 500
headquarters. The Port of Houston
ranks first in the United States in
international waterborne tonnage
handled and second in total cargo
tonnage handled. It is home to many
cultural institutions and exhibits, which
attract more than 7 million visitors a
year to the Museum District. Houston
has an active visual and performing arts
scene in the Theater District and offers
year-round resident companies in all
major performing arts.
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Since the 1990s, as a result of the recession, Houston has made efforts to diversify its economy by focusing on
aerospace and health care/biotechnology and by reducing its dependence on the petroleum industry. In 1997,
Houstonians elected Lee P. Brown as the city's first African American mayor. In June 2001, Tropical Storm Allison
dumped up to 40 inches (1,000 mm) of rain on parts of Houston, causing the worst flooding in the city's history; the
storm cost billions of dollars in damage and killed 20 people in Texas. By December of that same year, Houstonbased energy company Enron collapsed into the third-largest ever U.S. bankruptcy during an investigation
surrounding fabricated partnerships that were allegedly used to hide debt and inflate profits. In August 2005,
Houston became a shelter to more than 150,000 people from New Orleans who evacuated from Hurricane Katrina.
One month later, approximately 2.5 million Houston area residents evacuated when Hurricane Rita approached the
Gulf Coast, leaving little damage to the Houston area. This was the largest urban evacuation in the history of the
United States.
Underpinning Houston's land surface are
unconsolidated clays, clay shale, and poorly
cemented sands up to several miles deep. The
region's geology developed from river deposits
formed from the erosion of the Rocky
Mountains. These sediments consist of a series
of sands and clays deposited on decaying
organic marine matter, which over time,
transformed into oil and natural gas. Beneath the
layers of sediment is a water-deposited layer of
halite, a rock salt. The porous layers were
compressed over time and forced upward. As it
pushed upward, the salt dragged surrounding
sediments into salt dome formations, often
trapping oil and gas that seeped from the
surrounding porous sands. The thick, rich,
sometimes black, surface soil is suitable for rice
farming in suburban outskirts where the city
continues to grow.
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Houston is a diverse city with a large and growing international community. The metropolitan area is home to an
estimated 1.1 million (21.4 percent) residents who were born outside the United States, with nearly two-thirds of the
area's foreign-born population from south of the United States–Mexico border. Additionally, more than one in five
foreign-born residents is from Asia. The city is home to the nation's third-largest concentration of consular offices,
representing 86 countries. Many annual events celebrate the diverse cultures of Houston. The largest and longest
running is the annual Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, held over 20 days from late February to early March,
which happens to be the largest annual livestock show and rodeo anywhere in the world. Another large celebration is
the annual night-time Houston Pride Parade, held at the end of June. Other annual events include the Houston Greek
Festival, Art Car Parade, the Houston Auto Show, the Houston International Festival, and the Bayou City Art
Festival, which is considered to be one of the top five art festivals in the United States. Houston received the official
nickname of "Space City" in 1967 because it is the location of NASA's Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center.
The primary city airport is George Bush
Intercontinental Airport, the sixth-busiest in the
United States for total passengers, and fourteenthbusiest worldwide. It currently ranks fourth in the
United States for non-stop domestic and
international service with 182 destinations. In 2006,
the US Department of Transportation named it the
fastest-growing of the top ten airports in the United
States. Houston was the headquarters of Continental
Airlines until its 2010 merger with United Airlines
with headquarters in Chicago; regulatory approval
for the merger was granted in October of that year.
Bush Intercontinental became United Airline's
largest airline hub. The airline retained a significant
operational presence in Houston while offering more
than 700 daily departures from the city. In early
2007, Bush Intercontinental Airport was named a
model "port of entry" for international travelers by
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.
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Dubai is a city in the United Arab Emirates. The emirate of Dubai is located on the southeast coast of the Persian Gulf
and is one of the seven emirates that make up the country. It has the largest population in the UAE (2,106,177) and
the second-largest land territory by area (4,114 km2) after Abu Dhabi, the national capital. Dubai and Abu Dhabi are
the only two emirates to have veto power over critical matters of national importance in the country's legislature. The
city of Dubai is located on the emirate's northern coastline and heads up the Dubai-Sharjah-Ajman metropolitan area.
Dubai is nowadays often misperceived as a country or city-state and, in some cases, the UAE as a whole has been
described as 'Dubai'. The earliest mention of Dubai is in 1095 AD, and the earliest recorded settlement in the region
dates from 1799. The Sheikhdom of Dubai was formally established in 1833 by Sheikh Maktoum bin Butti AlMaktoum when he persuaded around 800 members of his tribe of the Bani Yas, living in what was then the Second
Saudi State and now part of Saudi Arabia, to follow him to the Dubai Creek. It joined the nascent United Arab
Emirates upon independence in 1971 as the country's second emirate. Its strategic geographic location made the town
an important trading hub and by the beginning of the 20th century, Dubai was already an important regional port.
Today, Dubai has emerged as a
cosmopolitan metropolis that has
grown steadily to become a global city
and a business and cultural hub of the
Middle East and the Persian Gulf
region. It is also a major transport hub
for passengers and cargo. Although
Dubai's economy was historically built
on the oil industry, the emirate's
Western-style model of business drives
its economy with the main revenues
now coming from tourism, aviation,
real estate, and financial services.
Dubai has recently attracted world
attention through many innovative
large construction projects.
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The city has become symbolic for its skyscrapers and high-rise buildings, such as the world's tallest Burj Khalifa, in
addition to ambitious development projects including man-made islands, hotels, and some of the largest shopping
malls in the region and the world. This increased attention has also highlighted labor and human rights issues
concerning the city's largely South Asian workforce. Dubai's property market experienced a major deterioration in
2008–2009 as a result of the worldwide economic downturn following the financial crisis of 2007-2008. However, a
2013 report by the Oxford Business Group said that Dubai was making a gradual recovery with help coming from
neighboring emirates. As of 2012, Dubai is the 22nd most expensive city in the world, and the most expensive city in
the Middle East. Dubai has also been rated as one of the best places to live in the Middle East.

Dubai lies directly within the Arabian
Desert. However, the topography of Dubai
is significantly different from that of the
southern portion of the UAE in that much
of Dubai's landscape is highlighted by
sandy desert patterns, while gravel deserts
dominate much of the southern region of
the country. The sand consists mostly of
crushed shell and coral and is fine, clean
and white. East of the city, the salt-crusted
coastal plains, known as sabkha, give way
to a north-south running line of dunes.
Farther east, the dunes grow larger and are
tinged red with iron oxide. The flat sandy
desert gives way to the Western Hajar
Mountains, which run alongside Dubai's
border with Oman at Hatta. The Western
Hajar chain has an arid, jagged and
shattered landscape, whose mountains rise
to about 1,300 meters in some places.
Dubai has no natural river bodies or oases.
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The sandy desert surrounding the city supports wild grasses and occasional date palms. Desert hyacinths grow in the
sabkha plains east of the city, while acacia and ghaf trees grow in the flat plains within the proximity of the Western
Al Hajar Mountains. Several indigenous trees such as the date palm and neem as well as imported trees like the
eucalypts grow in Dubai's natural parks. The houbara bustard, striped hyena, caracal, desert fox, falcon and Arabian
Oryx are common in Dubai's desert. Dubai is on the migration path between Europe, Asia and Africa, and more than
320 migratory bird species pass through the emirate in spring and autumn. The waters of Dubai are home to more
than 300 species of fish, including the hammour. The typical marine life off the Dubai coast includes tropical Fish,
jellyfish, coral, dugong, dolphins, whales and sharks. Various types of turtles can also be found in the area including
the Hawksbill turtle and Green Turtle which are listed as endangered species.
Dubai Creek runs northeast-southwest
through the city. The eastern section
of the city forms the locality of Deira
and is flanked by the emirate of
Sharjah in the east and the town of Al
Aweer in the south. The Dubai
International Airport is located south
of Deira, while the Palm Deira is
located north of Deira in the Persian
Gulf. Much of Dubai's real-estate
boom is concentrated to the west of
the Dubai Creek, on the Jumeirah
coastal belt. Port Rashid, Jebel Ali, Burj Al Arab, the Palm Jumeirah and theme-based free-zone clusters such as
Business Bay are all located in this section.
Dubai has a hot desert climate. Summers in Dubai are extremely hot, windy, and humid, with an average high around
42 °C (108 °F) and overnight lows around 29 °C (84 °F). Most days are sunny throughout the year. Winters are warm
with an average high of 23 °C (73 °F) and overnight lows of 14 °C (57 °F). Precipitation, however, has been
increasing in the last few decades with accumulated rain reaching 250 mm (9.84 in) per year. Dubai summers are also
known for the high humidity level, which can make it uncomfortable for many.
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Last month all flight numbers at Global Air International were updated to facilitate Flight Operations in their ability
to give proper flight credit, while maintaining quality control. It was brought to our attention that there were MANY
flight numbers on the schedule that had duplicate flight numbers. This went undetected because they were all flights
in separate areas of the world however, once it was detected because of Flight Operations flight hour calculations
being way different than the Pilot’s, it was then detected and corrected as of last month. All Pilots are reminded to
make sure they are using the correct updated flight numbers to avoid any delays in getting the flight hour credits
from their PIREP reports. Thanks!

Since 9/11 there have been visible changes in airport security. From more security guards to lots of new screening
technology, catching a plane has certainly gotten more complicated since the tragic events that September day. What
people don’t realize is that what you physically see is just part of the security policies employed in airports and
airplanes. For example, air marshals work undercover on airplanes. In all likelihood, you will never know if there is
an air marshal on your flight. They dress normally, but they actually carry gun and have the authority to make
arrests. They are there both as a preventative measure, since potential hijackers know they might be on the flight,
and also in case of emergency to take action. Since there are not enough air marshals to be on every flight, they are
only on 5% of flights. The number 5% is a rough estimate because exact numbers are kept secret. The flights the
marshals are on are also closely guarded secrets, so that no potential lawbreakers can plan knowing whether or not
there is a marshal.
The company we now know as BMW actually started as Rapp-Motorenwerke, a company that manufactured lowquality aircraft engines in a converted bicycle factory near Munich back in 1913. That company later merged with
another more successful engine company called Gustav Flugmaschinefabrik, to form Bayerische Flugzeug-Werke
(Bavarian Aircraft Works) aka BFW. After securing a contract with the German military they again changed names
in 1916 to Bayerische Motore Werke or BMW for short. They then produced the war planes that the Germans used
in the First World War. As part of the Versailles Treaty at the conclusion of WWI, Germany was no longer allowed
to produce military aircraft (though, they still did). BMW still secretly produced airplane engines but with the
decreased demand for military aircraft engines and a weak post-war German economy, business was struggling.
They had to branch out and produce engines for trucks, boats, farming equipment, motorcycles, and finally in 1928,
automobiles. During World War II, BMW found itself producing military vehicles and even rockets for Nazi
Germany's military. Though their Munich plant was destroyed during the Allied invasion of Germany, the company
survived the war, and was allowed to repair vehicles for the Allied troops during the postwar reconstruction. In the
decades after the War, BMW gained international renown for its cars. However, if you look at their logo, it's actually
a picture of a propeller, in reference to the company's past.
A Czech-built Let 410 plane had reportedly crashed in the Congo because it ran out of fuel. The plane had been
traveling between the Congo capital Kinasha to Bandudu. Somewhere between 19 and 20 people were killed in the
incident when it crashed near Bandudu. While reporters had most of the facts right, they got the reason for the crash
wrong. The real story is a whole lot more interesting. The crash was in fact caused by a crocodile. A crocodile on the
plane caused passengers to panic. The flight attendant ran towards the cockpit of the plane in fear, and was soon
followed there by the rest of the passengers. The quick change in the distribution of weight on the plane caused the
plane to crash! Of course, it’s interesting to consider why the crocodile was on the plane in the first place. The easy
answer is that it’s the Congo. The actual answer is truly not known, since everyone on the flight died. Crocodiles
crashing planes has happened before in the Congo, particularly in the past when people used to transport bound
crocodiles in planes. Their tail meat was a delicacy, which was why people transported them.
It’s amazing to think what someone can achieve with such little preparation. His name was John Thomas Daniels,
and starting on December 17, 1903, he was an amateur photographer. On that day, he took the famous photograph of
the Wright brothers’ first flight. “Amateur” is really an overstatement though. Daniels was so excited by seeing the
plane go in the air that almost forgot the instructions of how to take a picture. It was a Gundlach Korona view
camera that he took the photo on, and of course it was the first he had ever seen. They attempted to make a 5th
flight, but a gust of wind pushed the plane and Daniels was caught between the wings and the plane flipped over.
Luckily, he wasn’t hurt. He told the story of how he “survived the first airplane crash” for the remainder of his life.
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The Sikorsky S-61L and S-61N are civil variants of the successful SH-3 Sea King helicopter. They are two of the
most widely used airliner and oil rig support helicopters built. In September 1957, Sikorsky won a United States
Navy development contract for an amphibious anti-submarine warfare (ASW) helicopter capable of detecting and
attacking submarines. The XHSS-2 Sea King prototype flew on 11 March 1959. Production deliveries of the HSS-2
(later designated SH-3A) began in September 1961, with the initial production aircraft being powered by two
930 kW (1250shp) General Electric T58-GE-8B turbo shafts. Sikorsky was quick to develop a commercial model of
the Sea King. The S-61L first flew on 2 November 1961, and was 4 ft. 3 in (1.30 m) longer than the HSS-2 in order
to carry a substantial payload of freight or passengers. Initial production S-61Ls were powered by two 1350shp
(1005 kW) GE CT58-140 turbo shafts, the civil version of the T58. The S-61L features a modified landing gear
without float stabilizers. Global Express Airways was the first civil operator of the S-61 introducing them for a
purchased price of $650,000 each. The S-61N made its first flight. Otherwise identical to the S-61L, this version is
optimized for overwater operations, particularly oil rig support, by retaining the SH-3's floats. Both the S-61L and S61N were subsequently updated to Mk II standard with improvements including more powerful CT58-110 engines
giving better hot and high performance, vibration damping and other detail refinements.
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Carson Helicopters was the first company to shorten a commercial S-61. The fuselage is shortened by 50 in (1.3 m) to
increase single engine performance and external payload. A unique version is the S-61 Shortsky conversion of S-61Ls
and S-61Ns by Helipro International. VIH Logging was the launch customer for the HeliPro Shortsky conversion
which first flew in February 1996. One modification for the S-61 is the Carson Composite Main Rotor blade. These
blades replace the original Sikorsky metal blades which are prone to fatigue. The Carson Composite Main Rotor
blades permit a modified aircraft to carry an additional 2,000 lb (907 kg) load, fly 15 kn (28 km/h) faster and increases
range 61 nm (113 km). The latest version is the modernized S-61T helicopter. The US State Department has signed a
purchase agreement for up to 110 modernized S-61T aircraft for passenger and cargo transport missions in support of
its worldwide operations. The first two modernized S-61 aircraft will support missions for the U.S. Embassy in
Afghanistan.
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Epic
Epic is a 3D CG adventure comedy that reveals a fantastical world unlike any other. From
the creators of ICE AGE and RIO, EPIC tells the story of an ongoing battle between the
forces of good, who keep the natural world alive, and the forces of evil, who wish to destroy
it. When a teenage girl finds herself magically transported into this secret universe, she
teams up with an elite band of warriors and a crew of comical, larger-than-life figures, to
save their world...and ours
Animation

G.I. Joe Retaliation
In this sequel, the G.I. Joes are not only fighting their mortal enemy Cobra; they are forced
to contend with threats from within the government that jeopardize their very existence
Action/Adventure

Killing Season
Deep in the Appalachian Mountains, a reclusive American military veteran (Robert De
Niro) and a European tourist (John Travolta) strike up an unlikely friendship. But when the
tourist's true intentions come to light, what follows is a tense battle across some of
America's most forbidding landscape proving the old adage: the purest form of war is oneon-one.
Mystery/Suspense

Oblivion
On a spectacular future Earth that has evolved beyond recognition, one man's confrontation
with the past will lead him on a journey of redemption and discovery as he battles to save
mankind. Living in and patrolling the breathtaking skies from thousands of feet above,
Jack's soaring existence is brought crashing down after he rescues a beautiful stranger from
a downed spacecraft. Drawn to Jack through a connection that transcends logic, her arrival
triggers a chain of events that forces him to question everything he thought he knew. With
a reality that is shattered as he discovers shocking truths that connect him to Earth of the
past, Jack will be pushed to a heroism he didn't know he contained within.
Science Fiction/Fantasy

Olympus has Fallen
When the White House (Secret Service Code: "Olympus") is captured by a terrorist
mastermind and the President is kidnapped, disgraced former Presidential guard Mike
Banning finds himself trapped within the building. As our national security team scrambles
to respond, they are forced to rely on Banning's inside knowledge to help retake the White
House, save the President and avert an even bigger crisis. Antoine Fuqua (Training Day)
directs an all-star cast featuring Gerard Butler, Aaron Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Angela
Bassett, Melissa Leo, Ashley Judd and Rick Yune
Drama
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John Clayton Mayer is an American singer, songwriter,
and producer. He attended Berklee College of Music in
Boston. His first two studio albums, Room for Squares
and Heavier Things, did well commercially, achieving
multi-platinum status. In 2003, he won a Grammy Award
for Best Male Pop Vocal Performance for "Your Body Is
a Wonderland. Mayer began his career performing
mainly acoustic rock, but gradually began a transition
towards the blues genre in 2005 by collaborating with
renowned blues artists such as B. B. King and Eric
Clapton. The blues influence can be heard throughout his
2005 live album Try! with the John Mayer Trio and his
third studio album Continuum, released in September
2006. At the Grammy Awards in 2007, Mayer won Best
Pop Vocal Album for Continuum and Best Male Pop
Vocal Performance for "Waiting on the World to
Change". He released his fourth studio album, Battle
Studies, in November 2009. His fifth album, Born and
Raised, which saw another musical style shift, was
released in May 2012, followed by his sixth album
Paradise Valley in August 2013. He has sold over ten
million albums in the U.S. and over 20 million albums
worldwide. Mayer's career pursuits have extended to
comedy, graphic design, television hosting, and writing;
he has written pieces for magazines, most notably for
Esquire. He is also involved in philanthropic activities
through charity work and various environmental causes.
Fergie Duhamel is an American singer, songwriter,
fashion designer, television host and actress. She is the
female vocalist for the hip hop group The Black Eyed
Peas, with whom she has achieved chart success
worldwide. Her debut solo album spawned five Billboard
Hot 100 top five singles, three of which went to number
one. Ferguson was a member of the children's television
series Kids Incorporated and the girl group Wild Orchid.
In 2001, she left the group and in the subsequent year
began to team up with The Black Eyed Peas. With The
Black Eyed Peas she enjoyed a series of hits and albums
before releasing her solo debut album The Duchess, in
September 2006, to success. The Black Eyed Peas
enjoyed further success with the release of their third
album with Ferguson, The E.N.D.; they attained their first
string of Billboard Hot 100 number one songs. She began
touring in 2009/2010 with her group and she launched
her debut fragrance, Outspoken, under Avon in May
2010. She continued success with The Black Eyed Peas
and they released the album The Beginning in November
2010, which featured three singles, including two number
one songs. As Ferguson's five solo singles and six singles
with The Black Eyed Peas have reached two million
downloads in the United States, Ferguson was the artist
with the most two-million sellers by the beginning of
2011.

